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Professor Austin Phelps has never contributed to 
the columns of The Sunday School Times an article 
deserving more careful reading than that printed on 
the third page of this week’s issue. It embodies the 
deliberate thought of a great spiritual writer, upon 
the solemn subject of the Hereafter. 


No study is more important to the Sunday-school 
teacher than the study of his scholars. What he finds 
in the lesson which interests himself may be quite 
unsuited to the comprehension or the needs of his 
scholars; or again it may be just the thing for one of 
them, but not for the others. It is for him to know 
about this. Each of his scholars has peculiar quali- 
ties of mind and character, peculiar surroundings, 
peculiar perplexities, peculiar temptations, and, of 
course, requires peculiar instruction and encourage- 
ment. Unless he treats each scholar individually he 
fails to be a teacher of that scholar. The inspired 
injunction to “ train up a child in the way he should 
go” includes the command to know the way of each 
child as distinct from every other child. The study 
of a child’s ways is an indispensable preliminary to 
good teaching and training in the home or in the 
Sunday-school. 


An incidental disadvantage of the numerous criti- 
cal comments on the Bible lessons of the Inter- 
national series now available to the average teacher, 
is the opening up of vexed questions of minor 
importance of authorship, of chronology, or of verbal 
rendering, to those who before were ignorant of them. 








One whose Bible study has been quite superficial 
hitherto reads in three or four different “helps,” 
brief arguments in favor of ascribing the First Psalm 
to Ezra, or to Solomon, or to David; of fixing the 
date of the completion of the rebuilded walls of Jeru- 
salem at B. C. 445, or at B. C. 433; or of giving to 
the word “selah” the meaning, “pause,” or “end,” or 
“forever.” It is all fresh to him. He is swept along 
by the one argument, or roused up to oppose the other ; 
and he quickly has an opinion of his own which he 
wants everybody to adopt as correct beyond a question. 
He is now in good condition to bring a bone of con- 
tention into a teachers’-meeting, to fritter away the 
time of his class, or to waste the closing minutes of 
the entire school while he talks on this point from 
the desk. There would be no harm in his knowing 
that there are differences of opinion on this point, or 
of his mentioning that fact to others in passing, if 
he would let it rest there; but his folly is in suppos- 
ing that he knows enough to settle a question of this 
sort that has been under discussion among biblical 
scholars for centuries. He hasn’t yet learned enough 
about it to know how little he does know. The 
question is of little practical importance anyway ; but 
if he really thinks it is worth settling, he ought to 
give five or ten years of close study to the literature 
of that particular item, and by that time he could 
decide how much more study would justify him in 
forming an intelligent opinion of the merits of the 
question at issue. One of the crying evils of the 
present day is the introduction of such questions as 
these into the teachers’-meeting and the Sunday- 
school class. It is ever so much worse than the 
introduction of the Chinese to the Pacific coast. 


In looking at this Chinese question which is so 
prominently before the public, it is important to 
separate its moral aspects from those which are purely 
political. Concerning the latter we should not enter 
into discussion in these columns. With the former 
we have very much todo. It is undeniably true 
that every nation has a right to guard itself against 
the introduction of disease, or crime, or social degra- 
dation by quarantine or prohibitory regulations. 
The desirableness or the expediency of legislation in 
that direction in a particular case is a political ques- 
tion, about which good men may fairly differ. But 
all such legislation ought to have its bearing upon 
individuals as individuals, not upon individuals as 
representing a nationality or arace. If, for instance, 
it were deemed unwise to permit any idolater to land 
on our shores, the prohibition should apply alike to 
those who worship images of Confucius or of the Vir- 
gin Mary, and this whether they come to us from 
China or from Ireland. It ought not to shut out any 
idol-abhorring and God-fearing Asiatic or Caucasian. 
So if the danger anticipated were of ignorance, or of 





cheap labor, or of social defilement, the law should 
| be so shaped as to reach alike every man who could 
‘not read and write, who was uncultured, or who 
| would work at less than good average wages accord- 
|ing to the prescribed American standard, while it 
left untouched every educated and refined person, 
who would insist on a liberal per diem allowance for 
all the labor he should undertake. If there is a dis- 
tinctive characteristic of Christianity in its applica- 
tion to standards of judgment, it is that individuals 
are to be judged as individuals, not as belonging to 
a certain race or people; that “in every nation he 





that feareth God, and worketh righteousness, is ac- 
cepted with him,” and is to be accepted by those who 
would not be over against God. Indeed, the Jewish 
teachings on this point recognized the sinfulness of 
passing judgment against a man because of his par- 
entage, rather than according to his personal char- 
acter and conduct. It was nearly twenty-five cen- 
turies ago that the Lord declared to his people, 
“What mean ye, that ye use this proverb concern- 
ing the land of Israel, saying, ‘The fathers have 
eaten sour grapes, and the children’s teeth are set on 
edge’? [Their fathers were heathen. That settles 
their case.] As I live, saith the Lord God, ye shall 
not have occasion any more to use this proverb in 
Israel. ... Yet say ye, Why? doth not the son 
bear the iniquity of the father? . . . The son shall 
not bear the iniquity of the father.” There has been 
no time within twenty-five hundred years when gov- 
ernmental discrimination against individuals on 
account of their parentage, their nationality, or their 
race, would not have been godless, and morally inde- 
fensible. We do not feel that this question is any- 
thing less than one which touches the very marrow 
of Christianity—the obliterating of all tribal distine- 
tions in Christ ; a question on which we cannot admit 
the propriety of a difference of opinion among those 
who would apply the teachings of the Bible to indi- 
vidual conduct and national character. 


THE NEW INTEREST IN CHILDREN’S 
READING. 


An invariable accompaniment of progress in any 
department of thought or action is the belief 
that the drift of things is all in the other direction. 
No sooner is a man aroused to the need and the duty 
of a certain course than he thinks that he alone is on 
the right track, while everybody else is going wrong. 
He may be one of the last to wake up to the impor- 
tance of this subject; but if anything yet remains to 
be done for its prosecution by himself or by anybody 
else, he is sure that a deep sleep and a new one has 
fallen on all who are about him. He feels that now 
his chief mission is to arouse the sluggards, or to 
mourn over the greater apathy of this generation in 
contrast with former ones, on this topic of all topics 
—as he now looks at it. 

When a citizen begins to see that he has failed in 
his duty to do his utmost to secure a good govern- 
ment, he begins to think that there was never such 
need as now of reform in politics, never such neglect 
by good men of their duty in the premises; and this 
while his own new interest in the subject is merely 
a result of the progress of political purification which 
has been going on for years all about him, until at 
last even he is brought to recognize its importance. 
When a man who has been all his life indifferent to 
the drinking customs of society is startled by some 
new disclosure of danger to himself or his loved ones 
from dallying with intoxicating beverages, he is at 
once convinced that social drinking is largely on the 
increase in the community, and that good men do 
not see and battle the demon of intemperance as 
their fathers did. All the wonderful change for the 
better on this subject he utterly ignores, because he 
has had no part in bringing it about, and there is yet 
much in which he has an interest to be accomplished 
by somebody. It is thus in every sphere of moral 





reform. Whenever you hear a man declare that 


—. 
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there was never so much of political corruption as at 
present; never so much of drinking; never so little 
of downright honesty in commercial circles; never 
so much of extravagance in dress on the part of 
sensible women; never so little attention to popular 
education; never so great indifference to the religious 
condition of the masses; never so much of evil, or so 
little of good, in any specified line of living or doing, 
—you may be sure that that man has been newly | 
awakened to an interest in a reform which was 
already pressed by multitudes about him. It is the 
invariable sign of a new convert to a good cause. 
You can have fresh hope of him. But be careful 
not to worry over the cause because he thinks he is 
its only or its foremost advocate. He really gives 
new evidence of its progress in his every declaration 
of its retrogression. 

This general truth finds fresh and striking illustra- 
tion, just at this time, in the utterances of those newly 
aroused to an interest in the matter of children’s 
reading. The intellectual possibilities of childhood 
may almost be called a discovery of the past century. 
Books for the use of children have within that time 
multiplied like the leaves of the forest,—and like 
those leaves they have been of every sort, both good 
and bad; for it is not every tree whose leaves are 
“for the healing of the nations.” For now twenty 
years or more an interest has been growing in the 
question of the kind of books which children ought 
to read. This question has been a study of thought- 
ful men and women, especially of those engaged in 
the religious training of the young in the Sunday- 
school. It has been much talked about, preached 
about, and written about; and the best results of its 
intelligent discussion have been widely manifest in 
practical reforms in the publishing house, in the Sun- 
day-school library, and in the Christian home. 
Meanwhile there have been strangely divergent 
views developed on the principal points at issue. 
All have agreed that children ought to have “ good 
reading,” and that “bad reading” for them is most 
pernicious; but all have not agreed on the question, 
What constitutes good reading for children? One 
man thinks that every book for a child ought to be 
instructive. Another insists that a child’s imagina- 
tion ought to have food as well as play, and that a 
good fairy story has a fair place in a child’s mental 
training. One would have books of fact predomi- 
nate ; another thinks that fact is likely to be drier and 
less attractive than good fiction. So the discussion 
has progressed ; and with its progress the demand for 
books both good and bad has largely increased, 
through the quickened mental activity of children 
brought up, or coming along, under this new order 
of things. 

At last this subject has attained such prominence 
in the community that it reaches those who would 
have never given it a thought but for its being forced 
on their attention through long-continued discussion 
by others. And now it is really amusing to note the 
zeal of the new converts to the cause of a pure litera- 
ture for childhood. Some staid college professor 
writes a magazine article on the subject, full of trite 
commonplaces; and has advance slips from it sent 
to editors who have been at work in the direction of 
the reform he proposes, ever since he was a youngster, 
reading clandestinely the interdicted books from his 
father’s library. A fun-loving humorist is stimu- 
lated to satirize the average Sunday-school library 








book—taking one, however, which was in vogue when 
he was a boy, but has long since passed out of | 
currency—that he may be the pioneer in a new| 
order of things which has suggested itself to his | 
fertile brain as an utterly original conception. Then | 
the social science associations are moved to take up | 
the subject as a novelty, although they fear the 
public is not yet prepared to feel its importance as 
they do. Finally,—bottom is reached at length,— 
the daily newspapers have leaders on this theme, 
written with an earnestness and a snap that seem to 
say that if no one else will raise an arm in defense of 





the imperiled interests of the young, here are those 


* 


who dare to lead where any dare to follow. To be 
sure these editors and satirists and professors are 
wretchedly in error concerning the facts of both the 
evil under discussion, and the measures already initi- 
ated for its correction; but that must always be so 
in such a case. These eleventh-hour laborers can 
hardly be expected to know how much was done in 
the field before they came into it, or how easy it will 
be to finish up the day’s work, now that they are 
added to the force before on hand. There is no use 
wasting words on them to prove that progress was 
made in the field while they were idling in the 
market-place. It is important only to enjoin it upon 
the all-day workers not to be discouraged through the 
despondent views expressed by these late-coming and 
loud-croaking harvesters. 

It were needless to attempt the correction in detail 
of the many misstatements recently made in the 
secular press, concerning the nature and extent of 
children’s literature to be found in, or available for, 
the Sunday-school library of to-day. A few general 
statements of indisputable fact will better meet the 
case with any who may have been disturbed by these 
blundering declarations of well-meaning but poorly 
informed editors. What has been popularly called 
“the average Sunday-school library book” was, a 
generation ago, a sickly memoir; in later years it isa 
goody-goody book of religious tiction—a weak story 
with a moral. There are those who honestly think 
that only books of this sort—of the one kind or the 
other—are now to be found ina well-selected Sunday- 
school library ; that, in fact, these books compose the 
chief supply from which selections must be made for 
such a library. Yet it is true that, throwing out all 
books of this character, there still remains a body of 
literature for children, originated within the past 
fifty years, of an extent and of a degree of merit 
quite unknown before. More books of popular 
biography, of travel, of description, of achievement, 
of science, as well as of imagination; books of a 
high order of quality and finish, designed for and 
suited to the comprehension of the young,—have 
been published during the last half-century than in 
all the years before since little Cain and Abel and 
their sisters were boys and girls. Very many of 
these books have been given a place in the Sunday- 
school library. If more of their class are wanted, 
they are available on every hand. It is true—as 
we have already said—that serious differences of 
opinion exist as to what constitutes a desirable book 
for children—in the Sunday-school or out of the Sun- 
day-school ; but whatever may be the standard recog- 
nized as desirable, the books which conform to it 
are abundant. As a practical matter, no popular 
libraries—as a class—have so high a standard—in 
moral tone, in intellectual freshness and vigor, and 
in literary merit—as the Sunday-school libraries. 
Whatever lack still remains, is a lack of character 
and taste on the part of those whose children are in 
the Sunday-school, and of those who give shape to 
the sentiment of the church to which that school 
belongs, rather than any lack of books to choose from 
of the best sort which these persons have in mind as 
desirable. 

The trouble is that those who now clamor for good 
books in the Sunday-school do not know what they 
mean by a good book; they have no well-defined 
idea of what such a book ought to be. Their first 
duty is to settle that question. Then they will be 
ready to try to bring others to their way of thinking. 
Whatever they will say they want is already in the 
market. They cannot describe a book as suited to 
the need of children which is not now available for 
any Sunday-school library, and even to be found in 
more than one. There is need enough of improve- 
ment in the tastes of readers, and on a sense of per- 
sonal responsibility on the part of parents, guar- 
dians, and teachers for the reading of children over 
whom they are set in charge. There is just now 
small need of books for children up to the highest 
standard yet recognized by these editors and maga- 
zine writers and croakers generally, who are all of a 

















sudden starting up to have their say about the ques- 
tion of children’s reading, which has been under 
such intelligent discussion, outside of their range of 
thought, for now twenty years or more. 


NOTES ON OPEN LETTERS. 


In publishing, recently, a plea for the more frequent use 
of Scripture selections in Sunday-school chanting, from 
the pen of Mr. J. G. Snelling, superintendent of the 
Baptist Sunday-school at Stamford, Connecticut, we spoke 
of Fanny Crosby as a member of that school. On this 
point we were in error, as is shown by the following 
letter from Mr. Snelling, which, in making the correction, 
explains the reason for our supposition : ; 

I thank you for your kind notice of my suggestions on the 
“singing question,” but I was surprised. as no doubt many 
others will be, to see it stated that Fanny Crosby is a member 
of the Stamford Baptist Sunday-school. I regret to say that she is 
not nor ever has been a member. She resides in New York 
City, and I do not know that she is identified with any Sunday- 
school. I don’t know how you received that impression, unless 
it was that the names of Fanny Crosby, our school, and myself, 
have been so associated together that you took it for granted 
that she was a member with us. When it was reported a few 
years ago that Fanny Crosby was in want, I personally visited 
her, and then began a very warm friendship which has con- 
tinued until the present time. At the suggestion of Mr. Wilder, 
then president of the New York Sunday-school Teachers’ As- 
sociation, and of Mr. Baker, then editor of The Sunday School 
Times, I consented to receive all moneys that should be sent 
for her benefit, and an appeal was made to Sunday-schools 
through The Times for funds for that purpose. My own 
school was the first to respond, and sent in a very hand- 
some sum. . . . She hassince written several pieces for us, and 
has a warm place in our hearts—but this is all. 


There are a good many questions about the keeping of 
the Sabbath which cannot be answered by one man for 
another. Each man must be fully persuaded in his own 
mind. It is certainly not for us to say just what he 
ought to think, or what he ought to do, in the absence 
of a specific declaration on thesubject in the word of God. 
Here are several questions run together by a Philadel- 
phia correspondent : 

Is it wrong to work on Sunday to secure the publication of 
Monday morning’s newspaper? If so, is it wrong to buy a 
Monday morning paper? We think so, and never read the 
morning papers of that day; but are we right or wrong? 

We want to place in our house a set of Bible texts, arranged 
on the same plan as a calendar; a text for every day, placed in 
a conspicuous place, so that every time one comes into the room 
he sees the text. Is there such a contrivance as this? 
please tell us where we can obtain it. 

The man who counts Sunday the Sabbath would mani- 
festly break the Sabbath by newspaper work on Sunday. 
But it does not follow that it is wrong for a man who has 
kept the Sabbath on Sunday to buy a newspaper which 
he finds on sale on Monday morning. There are news- 
papers issued on Monday morning on which no work is 
done on Sunday. There is in their offices a conscientious 
intermission of work from Saturday night at sundown, 
or at midnight, until twenty-four hours later. Moreover, 
it is not always a duty of one who has no responsibility 
for Sabbath work to consider whether he is sharing the 
benefit of such work by others, while he is faithful in the 
observance of the sacred day. Otherwise, how can a man 
receive a letter from the mail-carrier on Monday morn- 
ing, when it may have been, probably was, brought for- 
ward on a Sunday train, or sorted in the post-office by 
Sunday workers? And how can one buy fresh meat 
early in the week which was probably prepared for the 
market on Sunday; or fresh fruit which was gathered 
then? or how, indeed, can one escape the conclusion, if 
he stops to think on the subject, that it is practically im- 
possible to avoid making use of Sunday labor, when so 
many who ought to do differently will work on that day? 
It is on such points as this, it would seem to us, that the 
principle enunciated by St. Paul concerning meat offered 
to idols is peculiarly applicable. Be careful to keep the 
Sabbath sacredly, to keep it in its spirit, and, so far as is 
practicable, in its letter; but do not feel bound to con- 
form your action to the possible or probable practices of 
those who are not thus scrupulous. Whatsoever is sold 
in the shambles [at a proper time for its sale] that eat, 
asking no question for conscience’ sake.”” And on Mon- 
day morning, or any other morning, “whatsoever is set 
before you that eat [or read] asking no question for 
conscience’ sake.” 

Such collections of Bible texts as are here asked for are 
issued in various forms, by different religious publishing 
houses. The Silent Comforter and the Green Pastures, 
published by the American Sunday School Union, are of 
this nature. Similar compilations can be obtained at 
almost any of the religious book-stores. 


If so, 
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NATURE’S WAY. 
BY HOWARD GLYNDON. 


“Give!” the earth says to the sky, 
And down drops the gentle rain. 
And what is the earth’s reply 
But to pass the gift again 
To the rose that secretly 
In her mother-breast hath lain, 
Till the soft shower whisperingly 
Wakes it with a sweet refrain. 
But not underneath the sky 
Doth the sweet rose useless lie, 
It was made to glad the eye 
Of the saddest passer-by ; 
“ Give!” he, seeing it, will cry. 
Underneath the bending sky 
Be thou the uplooking earth! 
In thy heart all secretly 
Let the rose wait for its birth 
Let the rose-root goodness lie! 
Watch and ward keep patiently, 
God will send to call it forth 
Showers of kindness without dearth 
God who dealeth tenderly ! 
Prove it then, a rose of worth! 
When, all parched with misery, 
Some poor soul shall ery to thee : 
“Give!” then be thou like the sky, 
Bounteous in thy sweet reply ; 
Pass the gift then like the earth, 
Help some good to struggle forth ! 
WHAT DO WE KNOW OF THE HEAVENLY 
LIFE? 
BY PROFESSOR AUSTIN PHELPS, D.D. 

There are thousands of Christian men and women 
whose life lies along the border-line between two worlds. 
By the decline of old age, or by prolonged and incurable 
disease, they are brought very near to eternity, and sept 
there. They are irresistibly impelled to look over the 
line inquiringly. ‘‘ Does Heaven begin at once?” was 
the query of a Christian captain in the late war, as he lay 
on the field, with life oozing slowly away. “I shall soon 
know all about it,” he added, and then fell asleep. 

Such inquiries, by those whom God brings thus up 
close to the river’s brink and holds there for months or 
years, are not unreasonable. Faith is not in fault, if we 
try to answer them. Some things about the redeemed 
life we do snow. Not with the knowledge of demon- 
stration. Very little of our knowledge of anything is 
that. But by either the testimony of revelation, or by 
the proof of strong natural probability, such as for the 
most part we have to act upon in the practical affairs of 
this life, we can say of some things in the future life 
of the redeemed, “‘ we now.” 

1. That life will be emancipation from a dying, and, in 
its best state, a restrictive body. This is certain. What- 
ever else takes place at death, we shall surely leave this 
covered skeleton. We shall no longer look out upon 
God’s universe through dying eyes, nor get the major 
part of our knowledge of it through the discipline of 
pain. One of Quarles’s Emblems of Life is a child peer- 
ing sadly out between the ribs of a skeleton bare and 
dead. That emblem we shall smile at as belonging to a 
past world. To thousands of sufferers this will be a glad 
escape. Think what it must be to the blind, the deaf, 
the crippled, to Laura Bridgman! “Let me pass out,” 
were the significant dying words of one believer, which I 
find upon her tombstone. 

The restrictions of sense will cease. We shall exchange 
pain for ease, weariness for strength, confinement for 
freedom. To those who have long since forgotten what 
the sensations of health are, this is a glad assurance. 
Said one of the saints, who for years had not known a 
painless hour, when asked what was his most vivid con- 
ception of Heaven: “Freedom from palpitation of the 
heart.” His whole being had been so long absorbed in 
conflict with that form of suffering, that to be rid of it 
was often all the heaven he had strength to think of. 
Who of us, if at peace with God, does not sometimes 
exult in this thought: “One thing I know; whatever 
else is before me, I am going out of this worn-out body, 
to be shut up in it no more forever.” 


2. As a consequence of freedom from the body, we | 


may reasonably be assured of an enlarged range and an 
augmented intensity of mental powers. A deeper insight 
into truth; riddance from painful doubts; the settlement 
of life-long inquiries; more profound sensibilities to 
truth; a more perfectly balanced being, through and 
through, and crowned by a more imperial will,—these 
things, it should seem, must, in the experience of the 
redeemed, be the fruit of simply going out of this prison- 





house in which we see darkly. “More light!” was the 
dying exclamation of an illustrious philosopher. With 
profound joy and a deeper meaning may a dying believer 
feel assured of its coming. 

I conceive that the exhilaration of perfect health, 
which some feel on the mountains or at the seashore, is 
probably some fairft emblem of the permanent sate of the 
soul when either disembodied or clothed in spiritual 
form. Youth, in its most irrepressible and bounding 
overflow of energies, is a more truthful emblem still. 
“The immortals,” said the old Greeks, “are always 
young.” With asurer faith may we believe this of the 
condition of a redeemed spirit in the life tocome. We 
have no reason to mourn over departed youth. That 
form of the world’s elegiac poetry is destined to become 
obsolete. Our real youth is beyond the stars. 

3. The evidence is not small that, in a life free from the 
limitations of sense, the soul’s natural dominion over 
material things will be grandly developed. Mind will 
probably be independent of the veto of matter. Our 
Lord seems to have possessed the power of passing 
through material obstructions without a rent or a break. 
Through closed doors and dense walls he passed with the 
ease of thought. Through angry crowds, whose every 
eye was fixed upon him, he slipped away invisibly. Was 
this miracle? Even so, it may have been only an 
anticipation of the natural sovereignty of soul over 
matter. Angelic intelligences seem to have the same 
supremacy over material forms; assuming them and 
dropping them at will. All the biblical hints of the life 
natural to spiritual being look to this as one of its condi- 
tions. They suggest the query whether mind, after all, 
is not the only substance, and matter the shadow. This 
is at least less improbable than the glum faith of 
materialism. 

Trifling as this is, as a matter of speculation only, it is 
fraught with magnificent probabilities, as it respects the 
range of activity, and the usefulness, and the joy of 
redeemed spirits. The prerogatives of spiritual being 
seem to be those of royalty over the material universe. 
Movement with the spring and the speed of thought is 
among its possibilities. The most distant of the fixed 
stars may not be beyond the limit of its travels. Man’s 
dominion over this earth, in toil and sweat and blood, is 
but a faint symbol of his easy and luxurious empire 
beyond its confines. 

4. The probability amounts well-nigh to certainty, that 
the immortal life involves an intensified consciousness of 
personal identity. And if of our own identity, then of that 
of departed friends as well. The experience of drowning 
men in the quickening of memory is to the point here. 
The very objects of probationary discipline should seem 
to require this deepening of the sense of individuality at 
the end. The doctrine of a Day of judicial reckoning, 
and of the revelation of things hidden, looks to the same 
augmentation in the soul’s consciousness of being. Every 
biblical hint of individuals living in the spiritual state 
is of their exalted, not degraded, existence. God is not 
the God of the dead, but of the living. So far from 
truth is the foreboding of unconscious sleep, or of ages of 
dream-life, or of absorption in universal Being, that the 
scriptural glimpses of that life hint at just the opposite,— 
an intensified individuality. Revelation knows some- 
thing of Abraham, of Isaac, of Jacob, of Elijah, of Moses; 
but not a whisper of “ the Oversoul,” “the Soul of the 
Universe,” “the Spirit of the Whole,” and the “Ocean 
of Being,”—whatever these may mean. These did not 
put in an appearance on the Mount of Transfiguration. 
Dives and Lazarus made no such discoveries. We shall, 
in that life, be more distinctly conscious of what we are, 
not less so. Memory will be more truthfully historic. 
Conscience will be more intensely self-revealing. Friends 
must be outlined to our vision more vividly, and there- 
fore more lovingly. Stereoscopic sight is but a faint 
emblem of the vision which souls will there have of each 
other and of themselves. 

Never was a more causeless doubt suggested to plague 
afflicted ones, than that concerning the non-recognition 
of friends in Heaven. Few are pestered with it who 
drink deep of the spirit of the Bible. Ifthe question had 
been asked of our Lord by the loved disciple—no; he 
would never have asked it—by Thomas, rather,—I fancy 
that the Master would have answered, “If it were not so, 
I would have told you.” It is one of those truths of 
which the spirit of his silence is: “That isa thing of 
course ; waste no thought upon a doubt of it. It belongs 
to the alphabet of the immortal life. So sure is it, so 


-deep laid in the nature of souls, that I have not thought 


it needful to affirm it. You will one day smile at the 
ignorance which could question it.” 

5. As the fruit of such changed conditions of being, we 
must look for a new sense of the personality, the perfections, 





and the friendship of God, through new affinities with his 
charaeter. This must follow the change from faith to 
sight. It is the legitimate sequence of growth from 
partial to perfect sinlessness, The pure in heart shall 
see God. “The glory of God” is no glittering generality. 
“T saw no temple there.” We shall need none. The 
struggling conceptions we form of God here will give 
place to a resplendent and beatific vision. “I knew a 
man, caught up into paradise; and heard unspeakable 
words, which it is not lawful for a man to utter.” “We 
shall see as we are seen.” 

Our possible joy in God seems often very meager here. 
There it must be augmented in proportion to our moral 
sympathy with God. Physical and intellectual hindran- 
ces to it will be done away. Liberty from the intermed- 
dling of Satan will intensify it. Weshall delight in God 
in proportion to our love of his Being and the response 
of sympathy to his character. God in Christ is a new 
disclosure of God in the history of the universe. Just 
how the Divine indwelling in human form achieves its 
end; we may not know; but that it will act as a magnify- 
ing lens to the soul’s eye, cannot be doubtful. It will 
realize to our consciousness the fact of sinlessness. Mt 
will, therefore, calm our perturbations; the turbid sea of 
a memory lashed by guilt will beat peace. It will soften 
dread into love. It will give courage to awestruck 
reverence. It will still an affrighted conscience. All 
the retributive elements of the soul will return to 
their original province,—that of making sympathy with 
God possible, in waves and billows of ecstatic emo- 
tion, of which we have now no conception. Probably 
in no other way than by this humanized discovery of 
God in Christ could souls, with a history of sin behind, 
see God and live. 

6. The occupations of that life. Whatare they? If in 
respect to the marriage-relation, we shall be “as the 
angels,” why not like them in their busy and tireless 
activities of benevolence? Are they not all ministering 
spirits? What else can expanded faculties, and deepened 
sensibilities, and immortal youth, and conscious sinless- 
ness, find to do in a universe swayed by the mighty 
pulsations of the Love of God? Sabbatic worship, #s 
pictured in St. John’s Apocalypse, must surely be sym- 
bolic. The heavenly choir must be an emblem, rather 
than a literal picture. Life in heaven can be no statu- 
esque existence. Emblem of what? Of the gladness, 
of the spontaneity, of the purity, and of the dignity of 
untiring and diversified service. We shall mount up on 
wings, as eagles. In proportion to our capacities of 
service, and our sympathy with the great heart-throb of 
a loving universe, we shall be employed as ministers of 
God. Some of us will be swift messengers. Kings and 
priests we shall be. We shall reign with Christ. What 
this means we know not, except that it must mean 
exalted and pure and benevolent service, in more than 
apostolic missions, 

Such are a few only of the facts of the life to come, of 
which we have the same kind and degree of evidence 
that we have of many things in this life, on which we act 
with practical assurance. Do such hints make Heaven 
seem inviting to us? Is it home-like? Does it seem 
“better to depart”? The answer may, in some cases, be 
a fair test of readiness to depart. 

Many of us cannot reasonably anticipate any new 
disclosures of Heaven when death is at hand. Those 
who expect visions in the closing hour will probably be 
disappointed. The great majority of dying believers, 
and some of the best of them, have none. It is not 
natural to their mental make. They die with an appar- 
ent stolidity, which gives to some physicians food for 
skepticism as to the soul’s immortality. The mental 
constitution of most men predisposes them to faith; not 
to the electric imagination which forestalls the discoveries 
of spiritual sight. The major number of us are naturally 
believers, not poets. Many of us never sing. The Rev. 
Doctor Candlish, of Edinburgh, said, on his death-bed, “TI 
have no overpowering emotions, but I havea great faith.” 
Such an experience, only, have most of us any reason to 
look for when our time comes. 

I have in mind a dying woman, whose life had seemed 
to observers to be a foregleam of the purity of Heaven. 
She had also a poetic temperament. In prayer, she often 
seemed inspired. Yet she died silently. She suc- 
cumbed to disease as an infant does, as speechlessly and 
as trustfully. Most of us must be content with this. 
We shall not, probably, hear harps of angels, nor see 
shining forms flitting across streets of gold and over 
walls of sapphire. We are not likely to find on this side 
of the river, loved hands stretched out in welcome. God 
will not, probably, work a miracle to improve upon the 
constitutional make which he gave us at our creation ; 
nor do we know that spiritual sight, before the time, 
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would be an improvement. We have only to accept, 
then, with contented faith, the knowledge which Revela- 
tion and Reason give us of the unseen life, and ask 
ourselves: “Is it home-like to us? Does our present 
character fit in well with its lofty and pure attractions?” 
What we are in our gracious sympathies and affinities is 
more vital than what we 4now of things invisible. 


EUTHANASIA. 


BY E, A. CHAPMAN, 
For all of us there is a time to die, 
A fated season, none can pass it by; 
How shall we meet in calmness all its woe? 
This question wisdom asks and fain would know. 
Doth worldly wealth or fame bring peace in death ? 
Doth learning, station, ease the parting breath ? 
Do honors, friends, or aught that earth holds dear, 
Rob the grim horror of its pain and fear ? 
The dying and the dead, as one, reply, 
“« Alas, in these there is no help to die! 
But thus the Christian from his dying bed, 


With gentle smile and by the Spirit led, 
With all his fondest hopes and home on high :— 
“Only in Christ a peaceful death we die.” 


THE PAINTING OR THE MOSAIC. 
BY GEORGE W. GARDNER, D.D. 


They have a way of making pictures in Italy, not with 
paint and brush and canvas, but with bits of variously 
colored marbles, called tessare, which, being skillfully 
put together with close regard to color and shading, and 
then beautifully polished, bring out figures of beasts and 
birds and men, and even landscapes and water views, of 
marvelous effect. Such is the wonderful mosaic of 
Pliny’s Doves in the Capitoline Museum at Rome, many 
copies of which have been made of all sizes from the 
lady’s brooch to the centre-table. Many floors and pave- 
ments in the old temples and palaces were thus made. 
Just at the entrance of one of the unearthed houses in 
the silent city of Pompeii, you will see the representation 
of the dog lying on the floor, under which are the words 
“Cave ,Canem,”—“ Look out for the Dog”—beautifully 
done in mosaic. There is much of this work also in the 
great basilicas and the costly palaces of modern Rome. 

The peculiarity of these mosaics is that they have depth. 
They are picture all the way through. It may be a pave- 
ment, but the tread and wear of human feet for twenty 
centuries have not obliterated this picture. If, with some 
lapidary’s knife, you could shave off picture after picture 
from the surface, you would still have left the deep color- 
ings of the eternal stone. If you had an eye like the eye 
of God, and should look upon those mosaics, you would 
see quite the same forms and figures all the way through 
the stones. 

That is truth in the inward parts; and that is what 
God desires, because he has an eye that looks not on the 
surface, but that looks into character, and sees us through 
and through. 

If to our eyes all things were transparent, how offensive 
would be all merely surface beauty! Not gilt, but 
gold ; not plated ware, but the real plate itself; not stucco, 
but the solid stone; not paint, and varnish, and veneer- 
ing, but the real grain and fibre of the wood,—these are 
what would satisfy the penetrative eye. And shall God 
be satisfied with less in us? Shall our piety be the paint- 
ing or the mosaic? Shall our religious characters have 
depth? Shall they wear brighter and brighter as the 
surface wears off? Such is the practical lesson of this 
wonderful Psalm 51: “wash me thoroughly,’—“ truth in 
the inward parts.” 


HINTS FOR THE PRIMARY TEACHER, 
[On the Lesson for March 16.] 
BY FAITH LATIMER, 


This is another of those wonderful psalms which the 
primary teacher cannot hope to teach very thoroughly to 
little children. What tongue or pen could teach it in its 
fullness, or what human intellect understand or express 
all that it means, until in the upper sanctuary “they 
go from strength to strength, every one of them in Zion 
appeareth before God” ? 





blessed ; you might arrange this in three divisions, and 
in these introduce the probable occasion of the psalmist’s 
expression of joy in worship, and the illustrations which 
he used. 

There is one word which means happy, favored, which 
we have learned in three of the psalms; what is it? In 
the first psalm, what three things would the blessed man 
not do? In the close of the lesson about the King in 
Zion, who are called blessed? What is the verse about 
transgression forgiven and sin covered? In this lesson 
we have three times the same word “ blessed.” It is all 
about the house of God and his worship; part of it is our 
golden text. 

Blessed are they that dwell in thy house. What is the 
meaning of “dwell” ? It cannot mean those who go to 
church only in very fair, pleasant days, or when they 
have a new spring suit, but those who so love God’s 
house that it seems a home for their soul where they love 
to go often and delight to stay. We cannot be exactly 
sure who wrote this psalm. Some people think it was the 
priest who read at the great Bible-reading, who loved 
God’s word so well and taught it to the people. What 
was his name? What house did the Jews build in Jeru- 
salem soon after they went back from Babylon? If Ezra 
wrote this psalm, it was before the second temple was 
finished, and he was so anxious to have a place where 
they could worship that he said, “ My soul longeth, yea, 
even fainteth for the courts of the Lord.” But most 
people think this was written before the first temple was 
built, and that David was the one who said these very 
words that we are learning to-day. 

What was the name of the tent in which God was 
worshiped before the temple was built? It is thought 
that David wrote this when he was far from Jerusalem, 
for he had been obliged to flee away from his enemies. 
Far off, in danger and in trouble, he thought of the beau- 
tiful altars, the ark, and the mercy-seat, and all that the 
Jews loved in their service. Then he said to God, “ how 
amiable,” and that means how lovely, “are thy taber- 
nacles,”’ 

When a child away from home thinks of the mother’s 
face and the spread table, the pictures on the wall, the 
voices around the fireside, it all seems so beautiful to 
remember, and he so longs for it again, he is homesick, 
and cannot eat or play. Just in this way the psalmist 
felt when he said “ My heart and my flesh crieth out for 
God.” 

He thought of the birds that could find a place to make 
their nests and safely raise their young, and he spoke of 
the swallow and the sparrow. Even as they were not 
afraid to build their little nests, but could rest and dwell 
in them, so he longed to have a home for his soul, in the 
place of God’s worship. Jesus talked about the sparrows, 
a smaller bird than those that chirp at our doors, and 
twitter over the crumbs that kind hands throw from the 
windows. He said not one sparrow falls to the ground 
without the notice of our heavenly Father. David knew 
his tender mercies, and as he thought of the rest and 
peace of the soul that loves to worship God, he said, 
“ Blessed are they that dwell in thy house, they will be 
still praising thee.” Not one hymn of praise, tosing and 
then be silent, but hearts so full of thankfulness as to 
“feel like singing all the time;” and those who really 
love to praise him in his house only begin here to learn 
the songs that will be sweeter and more joyful in heaven, 
where “they shall serve him day and night in his 
temple.” 

Blessed is the man whose strength is in thee. Those 
who love God’s house and his worship receive strength 
from him, and need not trust their own. They may have 
sorrows and trials, but God sends them, and they will 
accept them from his hand, and grow stronger and stronger 
in his love, for they know he is wise and kind, and will 
not let one child of his love be lost or away from his 
watchful sight. The psalmist, who loved to worship, 
loved to pray, and in his prayer he called God his 
“shield.” What was the use of a shield in battle? 
Those who have God for their shield need not fear 
dangers. He asks God to “look upon the face of his 
anointed.” What is the meaning of anointed? David 
had been anointed, and he reminded God of it when he 


| asked for his love and help. So when we pray we ask 


Blessed is the soul that knows in childhood the delight | him to look upon the face of his chosen beloved Son, and 
of cheerful, loving service, that, before the trials and sor- | for his sake to look upon us. The psalmist tells of the 


rows of life encompass, has found arefuge in real worship | 


and genuine devotion in the house of God. If this lesson 
can give or foster such a source of comfort, it will be 
valuable indeed. You cannot attempt to teach all these 
selected verses, or give their meaning in order, and can 
only select from the following what is within the compre- 
hension of your own little ones. From previous psalms the 
children have learned something of the meaning of 





joy of staying in God’s house, and says, “One day in thy 
courts is better than a thousand.” 

None but the priests could enter the holy place, and 
only the high-priest the most holy; but the pious Jews 
loved to worship in the courts, and in later days 
priests and Levites lived in rooms around the temple. 

The one who wrote this psalm so loved the courts and 
walks around the tabernacle that he says, “I had rather 





be a door-keeper in the house of my God than to dwell 
in the tents of wickedness,” 

Blessed is the man that trusteth in thee. We have 
three reasons given for such joy in God’s house, and why 
it isso blessed to trust in him: (1.) “For he is a sun 
and shield.” You know how safe the soldier is with a 
strong shield before him, so that not one sharp arrow can 
pierce him; so with the protection of God to his worship- 
ers. Then God is a sun. Let the children answer 
questions upon this, and from their own answers they 
will prove that the sun makes all the world bright and 
glad; its warmth makes the roses blush and bloom, and 
the hyacinths and sweet violets give their odor; makes 
the grain grow and the fruit ripen. All and more than 
the sun is to the earth, God is to the soul. (2.) God will 
give grace and glory,—grace to love and serve him here, 
and glory with him forevermore. (3.) “ No good thing 
will he withhold from them that walk uprightly.” Are 
you not glad that we are permitted to worship such a 
God? Do we worship now in tabernacles, like the one 
in Jerusalem, or before altars, or bring offerings in sacri- 
fice? Whynot? Can little children worship God in his 
temple, now? Every house built for him, and used for 
praise and prayer, is his temple; there he waits to bless 
those who come and worship him “in spirit and in 
truth.” Jesus loves to see little children in his house, 
and to hear their voices singing his praise, as well as he 
did the little children who cried “ Hosanna” to him when 
he was in the temple. 

Do you love to go to church? Do you think it is a 
happy place? Some years ago, while there was war in 
our country, and great armies were going through cities, 
following with a regiment a pale, ragged child was found 
in the camp of the soldiers. His father had been killed 
in battle, his mother died in a hospital, and he was left 
alone. Some kind people gave him food and clothes, 
and one Sunday a lady ,took him to a church where 
every Sunday afternoon there was a service for children, 
How happy the boy looked in that warm, bright place, 
how eagerly he listened to every word! but when the 
organ began, and the children’s voices all joined in singing, 
he looked up with a strange light in his eyes, and whis- 
pered to the lady whobroughthim: “ Please tell me, is this 
heaven?” The poor child had heard thesound of trumpet 
and drum, and knew what that meant; but he had never 
before been in a church, or heard of Jesus’ love, or a song 
of praise to him. Do you thank God that your little feet 
have been led in the way to his house? Do you love it 
as you ought? Do you help all you can that the poor 
and the heathen may be blessed in learning to trust in 
God, and love his worship? Then you may be sure that 
the Saviour loves and blesses you, even as he did the chil- 
dren who felt the touch of his kind hands when he said, 
“Of such is the kingdom of heaven.” 


FOR CHILDREN AT HOME. 


WHAT WE SHOULD DO WHEN OTHERS PRAY. 
BY SUSIE M, DAY. 


If before an earthly king 
We were called to stand, 
Humbly would we bow the head, 
Humbly fold the hand. 


Had we done some sinful thing, 
And defied his laws, 

Gladly would we welcome one 
Who would plead our cause. 


Should we look about and laugh, 
He would think that we 

Did not care if all our crimes 
Should forgiven be. 


Thus when to the King of heaven 
One shall lead in prayer, 

Humbly let our listening hearts 
The petition share. 


Foreheads bowed and hands at rest, 
Should our posture be, 

While from wandering thoughts and plans 
Heart and mind are free. 





A PRINCE OF.GOOD LUCK. 
BY F. B. STANFORD. 
I shall tell you exactly how it came about, though you 
will probably say it reads like a story from beginning to 
end. It is mostly about Rupert Barton, Jaspar Wheeler, 


and—myself. The way of it was, we were all at school 
together a long time ago, ever so long ago it seems to me 
when I look in a mirror and see how different I am now. 
Rupert was a little fellow in those days; and he had the 
roundest, jolliest young face any one could wish to see. 
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Why, he was even “A Prince of Good Luck ” then when 
he wore jackets, if we had only known it. He got two 
prizes one term, three another, and was the head boy of 
us all before the second year was finished. Since Jaspar 
Wheeler and I have had whiskers and been men in the 
world, we’ve wondered not a little, I can tell you, how 
Rupert did all this so easily. And we have wondered 
still more how he has been keeping ahead of us all these 
many years, For he is honored by all who know him ; he 
owns houses and lands, and ships that go away off to 
foreign countries ; everything that he wants he can buy. 
He is always well, so that he can enjoy everything he 
has; and, of course, he is happy all the time. 

The fact is, Jaspar Wheeler and I would jump at the 
chance to be just like Rupert Barton. We used to try to 
find out how he made so many friends, and earned so 
much money, and kept himselfin such good health. Jaspar 
said once that it was just because he was a lucky fellow. 
But let us see how he made himself a lucky fellow. 

The boys didn’t like Rupert when he first came to the 
school. Jaspar and I both remember that very well. 
They used to laugh at him because he blushed like a girl 
whenever the master spoke to him; and he always took 
too much pains to learn his lessons so he wouldn’t miss to 
suit the most of us,—for, of course, we didn’t like to have 
him ready to answer the questions we couldn’t. Tom 
Williams gave him warning that if he dared answer when 
he missed, he would punish him. But Rupert did not 
become very frightened ; he kept right on just as he had 
begun ; and by and by we had to choose him captain of 
our base-ball nine, for he was the best player in the 
school. Then we found out that he was generous in every 
way ; that he always was ready to help anybody get a 
lesson; that he felt bad if any of the fellows got hurt; 
and that he never lost his temper or quarreled with any 
one. 

But it was when the fever broke out among us, and half 
of the school was down sick, that we saw what kind of a 
school-fellow Rupert really was. One night when we well 
ones were downstairs in the master’s study at evening 
prayers, Rupert came in shyly on tiptoe, and we held our 
breaths a moment, for we saw that he was very pale. 

“ Hicks is sick,” he said in a husky whisper, looking 
first at the master and then around at us all, in a beseech- 
ing sort of a way. “I’ve come down to get permission to 
stay with him, sir.” 

“ Hicks sick ?” returned the master, getting up at once, 
troubled and perplexed. “ Well, well, I don’t know what 
we are going todo. That makes seven of us, now.” 

We all began to look at one another a little afraid, and 
in a few minutes we were whispering. Some of the boys 
were for going home at once; they didn’t believe in stay- 
ing there and catching the fever. Then it was so gloomy 
to be where the house was full of sick fellows, and every 
body had to creep around for fear of making any noise 
to disturb them. The doctors were coming and going 
every hour or so, frightening the wits out of us all with 
their long, solemn faces. In the evenings we had kept 
together in some one of the vacant rooms, and dragged the 
time away the best we could, an hour or more until bed- 
time. 

“ll tell you what it is,’ whispered Tom Williams, 
“T’m not going to stay any longer. I shall telegraph to 
my father right off in the morning.” 

‘So shall I,” said Jaspar Wheeler. “ What’s the good 
in staying here until we are sick, just as little Hicks is? 
If he had gone a week ago, he wouldn’t have the fever 
now.” 

Hicks had nowhere to go, though; we all knew that. 
He was an odd one among us, with neither father nor 
mother, nobody except a very big, red-faced uncle, who 
had brought him to the school, and never come near 
him since. There was no one to come to him now, even 
when he was sick. 

The master quieted us by a look ; and then, dropping 
down before his chair, and bending his head on his arm, he 
prayed that God would watch over us al/ in our hour of 
affliction, and help us to care for the sick, and bring them 
back to health. Somehow, the most of us felt a little 
guilty when he had finished, as though we had been 
thinking of doing something cowardly. ‘ You know, 
boys,” he said, when he was dismissing us and saying 
good-night, “ we must be like brave men, and stand by 
one another while we are in trouble.” And then he and 
Rupert went up to little Hicks, and the most of us 
huddled into Tom Wheeler’s room to talk the matter 
over by ourselves. 

Who of us will ever forget that night? Howit rained, 
and the wind blew out-door! Every crack and crevice 
in the room seemed to have a low, dismal voice of its 
own, telling us of the darkness and wildness of the storm. 
The fire in the stove burned only fitfully, and every now 





and then the wind came down the chimney in such a 
bluster that it threatened at times to go out altogether. 
We felt strange and awed, and none of us could think of 
much of anything but going home. Several did go home 
the very next morning, and two or three more of us 
would have gone had we not been taken sick. After that 
the days were blank. The master came to us, the doctor, 
Rupert, one or another was constantly at our bedsides 
watching over us, giving us our medicines at the proper 
times, tucking in the bed-clothes so we would not catch 
cold, and always anxious for us to get well. One night I 
heard the doctor praising Rupert, and telling him that he 
was very lucky not to be sick himself. And I wondered 
because he replied that it was not luck. “I am always 
very careful of my health, sir,” he said; and 
the doctor replied: “That’s right, my boy, that’s 
right; be prudent, and you will be lucky.” Then again 
I remember seeing the door open suddenly another night, 
when Rupert was watching by me, and in walked little 
Hicks in his night-gown, wild and crazy. As soon as he 
saw Rupert, he ran to him, and throwing his arms about 
him, begged him to come back to his room, and keep 
everybody else away. Rupert was strong, and, taking 
little Hicks up in his arms, he carried him away quite 
easily. By and by I found out that I had been sick a 
month; days and nights and weeks had gone before I 
could sit up again, and look out of the window on the 
old playground. All the boys who had not had the 
fever had left the school, all except Rupert. He was 
wheeling little Hicks in a sick-chair up and down the 
long walk. 

“My! wouldn’t I like to be him!” said Jaspar, when 
the nurse had helped him to a chair at my side. “ What 
do you suppose they say? Hicks’s uncle has been here, 
and is going take Rupert home with them. He’s ever so 
rich; lives in New York, and is captain of aship. Isn’t 
Rupert lucky ?” 

“No,” said the master, coming in at this moment. 
“ Rupert has only been doing his duty like a brave boy, 
and now is going to have a pleasant favor in return. 
There is nothing lucky about it; he has brought it all 
about himself by his courage, prudence, and generosity.” 

You may be quite sure that neither Jaspar nor I said 
anything more while the master was around. Perhaps 
we ourselves might have been a little more lucky also if 
we had not been in quite so much hurry to get away 
from those who needed our help. At least, I thought as 
much. 

* Rupert has watched and tended Mr. Hicks’s nephew 
without any expectation of reward,” the master con- 
tinued, looking out of the window, and speaking more to 
himself thantous. ‘“‘ He isa poor boy, and Mr. Hicks has 
offered to take care of him, and send him to school here- 
after. That, you see, boys, is the way God helps those 
who are noble and willing to help others.” 

In a week or so they went away, Rupert and little 
Hicks, and it was many years before we saw either of 
them again. But we heard of-Rupert. One morning 
the master came into the school-room rather sober, and, 
when we were quiet in our seats, he said : 

“You have all heard of the great fire last night 
over in Allenville, I suppose ?” 

Some of the larger boys, who dared to answer, said in 
a low tone, ‘‘ Yes, sir ;”’ and then we waited in not a little 
expectancy for what was to follow. 

“ And have you been told what your old school-fellow 
Rupert Barton did?” 

No, we had not heard of that, but we all showed that 
we were anxious to have him tell us about it just as 
quickly as he could. 2 

“Well, here it is in the newspaper,” he went on. 
“Rupert has honored us all by his conduct. He saved 
the life of old Mr. Hanson, the superintendent of the 
Allenvilie mills, bringing him out of the burning build- 
ing when no one else dared venture in it. The people of 
Allenville have presented Rupert with five thousand 
dollars for the service he has rendered them in saving, 
this old gentleman’s life.” 

Five thousand dollars! Rupert could do almost any- 
thing he might desire tonow. Why, hecould buy— He 
could begin to be a man in earnest, wethought. And, as 
you will see, it turned out that he was and is a man in 
earnest. 

A little over a year ago we old school-fellows all went 
back to the dear little school to meet one another again, 
and tell of the many things we had done since we parted. 
You ought to have seen us together, for you would have 
thought us a very funny lot of people indeed. None of 
us, I can tell you, looked much as we did when we wore 
jackets. As I said in the beginning, Jaspar and I have 
got whiskers now,—fierce whiskers are Jaspar’s; and Tom 





Williams’s head is ever so bald; and little Hicks isn’t 


little Hicks any longer, but a very stout gentleman who 
wears savage-looking spectacles and carries a gold-headed 
cane ; and many of the others who used to be fat, plump 
boys are now very lean men; and— But you will find 
out all about it yourself one of these days, when you go 
back to the old school to see your own former school- 
fellows. 

I think we were very glad to be together again, and I 


know we were all glad to meet Rupert, whom everybody 
now calls “ A Prince of Good Luck.” He came dashing 


up to the old playground behind a handsome span of jet- 
black horses ; and he had two little boys with him who 
seemed very happy, and looked much as he did when he 
was about their size. Of course, we shook hands all 
around in a way we never had before; and then we went 
into the old-fashioned school-room, where the great clock 
was ticking just as it used to years and years ago, and our 
same old master, his hair as white as snow and his face 
very kindly, received us with joy. You may be sure he 
had taken pains to find out what we had been doing in 
the world ; and he knew about Rupert especially, for he 
told his new set of boys about his generosity and kind- 
ness, his great wealth and many friends, and then heasked 
Rupert to tell them himself how he had obtained all his 
good fortune. That was the way it happened that Rupert 
said anything whatever about himself. 

“Tell the way I’ve been lucky?” said he. “Why,— 
let me see. I am not sure that there is any such thing 
as being lucky. I was a poor little boy, to begin with, 
and my folks had not much money to pay for my school- 
ing. I tended Mr. Hicks here when he was alittle fellow 
like myself, and was sick with a fever. His uncle took 
care of me after that, and sent me to a large school or col- 
lege in the city; and then I went to England in one of 
his ships, and saw a great many strange sights. One 
night after I came back, I was in Allenville, where a 
great fire broke out; and seeing a poor old man looking 
beseechingly out of the burning building, I went in and 
helped him out. He afterwards gave mea chance to earn 
a good deal of money, and Mr. Hicks bought a ship with 
it for me; and then I went on buying and selling lots of 
things which people want, until I had money enough to 
get another ship, and then another. I used to read and 
think, and try to learn all could. Before I did anything 
I always took time to think whether it would be best to 
do so. I found also that I always felt more contented if 
I asked God in a silent way to help me in what I wanted 
todo. Most everybody, I found, was willing to help me 
and be a friend to me when I took pains to make them 
like me; and when I had got a friend I was very careful 
to keep him by being willing to accommodate, or do a 
favor for him whenever a chance happened. A long time 
since, when I was a boy, I had a playfellow who did not 
like me very well for a long time; but by and by I suc- 
ceeded in gaining his love. When he grew up to bea 
man he became a doctor, a great doctor, and everybody 
who was sick wished to have him doctor them; but he 
left them all to come a long journey to see me when I 
was sick, and he helped save my life. The people who 
heard of it said I was lucky to have such a great doctor 
come so far to tend me. He told them, however, that it 
was not because I was lucky, but because he remembered 
me since I was a boy when I made him likeme. So, you 
see, we can do a great deal to make ourselves lucky even 
when we are small boys. We can be kind and pleasant 
to those around us, and make every one our friend; we 
can help others whenever we have a chance and when 
we ought to; we can be honest and truthful and thought- 
ful and good-natured,—so that our faces will grow bright 
and cheerful, and pleasant to look at as we become men ; 
we can keep ourselves well by obeying what wise people, 
who know how to keep from being sick, tell us for our 
good; we can be happy by always having a thought in 
our minds of God, of his greatness, his promises, of how 
impossible it is for anything to happen that he does not 
plan; we can be the luckiest of the lucky by trusting to 
him, and always acting and doing our best.” 

When Rupert went out the boys all gave three cheers 
for him, and somehow or other we men felt proud to hear 
them. Our old master then invited us to dinner in the 
evening, and you may be sure we had one of the happiest 
times in our lives. It seemed just like being a boy again 
and coming back to school after along vacation. But 
what I want to tell you of especially is “The Lucky 
Club ” we formed that night, and of which we are still 
members. It was Rupert who proposed it, and we made 
him the president of the club on the spot. What a lot of 
happy people we were around that table! Boys and 
men and master all clasped hands; and we pledged our- 
selves to try to be lucky in the way Rupert had pointed 
out tous. I whispered to Jaspar, two minutes afterwards, 
that I was going to tell all about it—and I have, 
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LESSON HELPS. 


INTERNATIONAL SERIES. 
LESSON CALENDAR. 


| First Quarter, 1879.| 


9. March 2.—The Prayer of the Penitent...............----- Psalm 51: 1-13 
10. March 9.—The Joy of Forgiveness............-..-.-++--- Psalm 22: 1-11 
11. March 16.—Delight in God's House......-......-...---eee0es Pealm 64:1-12 
12. March 23.—The All-seeing God........--++.....0--00-++- Psalm 139 : 1-12 


18. March 30.—Review. 


LESSON 11, SUNDAY, MARCH 16, 1879. 
Title: DELIGHT IN GOD'S HOUSE. 


GOLDEN TEXT: BLesskED aRE THEY THAT DWELL IN THY HOUSE: 
rHRY WILL BE STILL PRAISING THEE.— Psa, 54: 4. 


Lesson Topic: Finding Happiness in Service. 
1. Joy of hanes v. 1-4. 
h, Vv. 5- 


2. Joy of Strengt 7 


Outline : 
8. Joy of Faith, vy. 8-12. 


HOME READINGS. 


Monday, March 10: Psa. 84: 1-12. 
service, 
Tuesday, March 11: Psa. 100: 1-5. The joy of worship. 
Wednesday, March 12: Acts 2: 41-47, The joy of fellowship. 
Thursday, March 13: Isa. 45: 15-25. The joy of strength. 
Friday, March 14: John 4: 27-38. The joy of obedience. 
Satwrday, March 15: Isa, 26: 1-13. The joy of faith. 
Sunday, March 16: Phil. 2; 12-24, The joy of sacrifice. 


LESSON TEXT. 
(Psa. 84; 1-12.) 

1. How amiable are thy tabernacles, O LoRD of hosts! 

2. My soul longeth, yea, even fainteth for the courts of the 
Lorp: my heart and my flesh crieth out for the living God. 

3. Yea, the sparrow hath found a house, and the swallow a 
nest for herself, where she may lay her young, even thine altars, 
© Lorp of hosts, my King, and my God. 

4. Blessed are they that dwell in thy house: they will be still 
praising thee. Selah. 

5. Blessed is the man whose strength is in thee; in whose 
heart are the ways of them. 

6. Who passing through the valley of Baca make it a well: 
the rain also filleth the pools. 

7. They go from strength to strength, every one of them in 
Zion appeareth before God. 

8. O Lorp God of hosts, hear my prayer: give ear, O God of 
Jacob. Selah. 

9. Behold, O God our shield, and look upon the face of thine 
anointed. 

10. For a day in thy courts is better than a thousand, I had 
rather be a doorkeeper in the house of my God, than to dwell 
in the tents of wickedness. ; 

11. For the Lorp God is asun and shield: the Lorp will 
give grace and glory: no good thing will he withhold from 
them that walk uprightly. 

12. O Lorp of hosts, blessed is the man that trusteth in thee. 


Finding happiness in 


BIBLE LIGHTS. 


Psa. 84: 1. How amiable.——Lord, I have loved the 
habitation of thy house, and the place where thine honour 
dwelleth. Psa. 26: 8.——One thing have I desired of the 
Lord, that will I seek after; that I may dwell in the house of 
the Lord all the days of my life, to behold the beauty of the 
Lord, and to inquire in his temple. Psa. 27: 4.——Beautiful 
for situation, the joy of the whole earth is mount Zion. Psa. 
48: 2. The Lord loveth the gates of Zion more than all the 
dwellings of Jacob. Psa, 87: 2.——I was glad when they said 
unto me, Let us go into the house of the Lord. Psa, 122: 1. 
——Christ is not entered into the holy places made with hands, 
which are the figures of the true; but into heaven itself, now to 
appear in the presence of God for us. Heb. 9: 24.——And I 
saw no temple therein: for the Lord God Almighty and the 
Lamb are the temple of it. Rev, 21: 22. 


Vv. 2. My soul longeth. As the hart panteth after the 
water brooks, so panteth my soul after thee, O God. Psa. 
42: 1.——O God, thou art my God ; early will I seek thee: my 
soul thirsteth for thee, my flesh longeth for thee in adry and 
thirsty land, where no water is. Psa. 63: 1——My soul 
breaketh for the longing that it hath unto thy judgments at all 
times. Psa. 119: 20. 

My heart... crieth out.——Oh that I knew where I 
might find him! that I might come even to his seat. Job 23: 3. 
-——With my soul have I desired thee in the night; yea, with 
my spirit within me will I seek thee early. Isa. 26: 9——Oh 
that thou wouldest rend the heavens, that thou wouldest come 
down, that the mountains might flow down at thy presence. 
Isa. 64: 1. 











Vv. 3. The sparrow hath found an house. Lord, 
thou hast been our dwellingplace in all generations. Psa, 90: 1. 
——He that dwelleth in the secret place of the Most High shall 
abide under the shadow of the Almighty. Psa. 91: 1.— 
Return unto thy rest, O my soul; for the Lord hath dealt 
bountifully with thee, Psa, 116: 7.——Jesus said unto them, 
The foxes have holes, and the birds of the air have nests; but 
the Son of man hath not where to lay his head. Matt. 8: 20, 
——How often would I have gathered thy children together, 





even asa hen gathereth her chickens under her wings, and ye 
would not. Matt. 23: 37. 

Vv. 4 Dwell in thy house.——I will dwell in the house 
of the Lord for ever. Psa. 23: 6.——We shall be satisfied with 
the goodness of thy house, even of thy holy temple. Psa, 65: 4. 
——Bless ye the Lord, all ye servants of the Lord, which by 
night stand in the house of the Lord. Psa, 134: 1. 

Still praising thee.——Let my mouth be filled with thy 
praise and with thy honour all the day. Psa. 71: 8.——I will 
extol thee, my God, O king; and I will bless thy name for ever 
and ever. Every day will I bless thee: and I will praise thy 
name for ever and ever. Psa. 145: 1, 2. And in that day 
shall ye say, Praise the Lord, call upon his name, declare his 
doings among the people, make mention that his name is 
exalted. Sing unto the Lord; for he hath done excellent 
things ; this is known in all the earth. Isa.12: 4, 5. There- 
fore are they before the throne of God, and serve him day 
and night in his temple. Rev. 7: 15. 


Vv. 5. Strength is in thee. The Lord is my strength and 
my shield. Psa. 28: 7.——In the Lord have I righteousness and 
strength. Isa, 45: 24..—-I will strengthen them in the Lord. 
Zech. 10: 12. My grace is sufficient for thee. 2 Cor. 12: 9. 
——I can do all things through Christ which. strengtheneth 
me, Phil. 4: 13. 


In whose heart. Thy law is within my heart. Psa. 
40: 8.——Thy word have I hid in mine heart, that I might not 
sin against thee. Psa. 119: 11.——With my soul have I desired 
thee in the night; yea, with my spirit within me will I seek 
thee early. Isa, 26: 9.——I will put my law in their inward 
parts, and write it in their hearts. Jer. 31: 33.——And many 
nations shall come, and say, Come, and let us go up to the 
mountain of the Lord, and to the house of the God of Jacob. 
Micah 4; 2. 




















V.6. Passing through the valley, etc.——We went 
through fire and through water: but thou broughtest us out 
into a wealthy place. Psa. 66: 12. In the world ye shall 
have tribulation: but be of good cheer, I have overcome the 
world. John 16: 33. Exhorting them to continue in the 
faith, and that we must through much tribulation enter into the 
kingdom of God. Acts 14: 22. We glory in tribulations 
also. Rom. 5: 3.——Nay, in all these things we are more than 
conquerors through him that loved us. Rom. 8: 37.——Our 
light affliction, which is but for a moment, worketh for us a far 
more exceeding and eternal weight of glory. 2 Cor. 4: 17,.— 
These are they which came out of great tribulation. Rev. 7 : 14. 


V.7. From strength to strength.——He that hath 
clean hands shall be stronger and stronger. Job 17: 9.—— 
The path of the just is as the shining light, that shineth more 
and more unto the perfect day. Prov. 4: 18. They that 
wait upon the Lord shall renew their strength; they shall 
mount up with wings as eagles; they shall run, and not be 
weary ; and they shall walk, and not faint. Isa, 40: 31—— 
He purgeth it, that it may bring forth more fruit. John 15: 2. 
—Weall . . . are changed into the same image from glory 
to glory. 2 Cor. 3: 18.——Grow in grace, and in the knowl- 
edge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. 2 Pet. 3: 18. 


V.9. Thine anointed. He shall give strength unto 
his king, and exalt the horn of his anointed. 1 Sam. 2: 10. 
——David the son of Jesse . . . the man who was raised up on 
high, the anointed of the God of Jacob, and the sweet psalmist 
of Israel. 2 Sam, 23: 1.——O Lord God, turn not away the 
face of thine anointed. 2 Chron. 6: 42. The kings of the 
earth set themselves, and the rulers take counsel together, 
against the Lord, and against his anointed. Psa. 2: 2. 
I have found David my servant; with my holy oil have I 
anointed him. Psa. 89: 20.——Thy holy child Jesus, whom 
thou hast anointed, Acts 4: 27. 

v.10. A day... is better, etc.— 
light and thy truth: let them lead me; let them bring me unto 
thy holy hill, and to thy tabernacles. Psa. 43: 3.——To see 
thy power and thy glory, so as I have seen thee in the sanctuary. 
Psa. 63: 2. They found him in the temple, sitting in the 
midst of the doctors, both hearing them, and asking them ques- 
tions. Luke 2: 46. 

V. 11. A sun.——The Lord is my light. Psa. 27: 1. 
The sun shall be no more thy light by day; neither for bright- 
ness shall the moon give light unto thee: but the Lord shall be 
unto thee an everlasting light, and thy God thy glory. Isa. 
60: 19.——Unte you that fear my name shall the Sun of right- 
eousness arise with healing in his wings. Mal. 4: 2. That 
was the true Light, which lighteth every man that cometh into 
the world. John 1: 9.——I am the light of the world: he that 
followeth me shall not walk in darkness, but shall have the 
light of life. John 8: 12.——The city had no need of the sun, 
neither of the moon, to shine init: for the glory of God did 
lighten it, and the Lamb ¢s the light thereof. Rev. 21: 23. 






































A shield.——Fear not, Abram: I am thy shield. 
15: 1.——But thou, O Lord, arta shield for me. Psa. 3: 3. 
——The shields of the earth belong unto God. Psa. 47: 9,—— 
He is their help and their shield. Psa. 115: 9.——Thou art 
my hiding place and my shield. Psa. 119: 114, 

Grace and glory.——Of his fullness have all we received, 
and grace for grace. John 1: 16.——Our light affliction, which 
is but for a moment, worketh for us a far more exceeding and 
eternal weight of glory. 2 Cor. 4: 17. Being confident of 
this very thing, that he which hath begun a good work in you 
wil) perform é until the day of Jesus Christ. Phil. 1: 6. 

No good ... will he withhold.—— There is no want to 
them that fear him. The young lions do lack, and suffer hun- 
ger; but they that seek the Lord shall not want any good 
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thing. Psa. 34: 9, 10.——The Lord shall give that which is 
good. Psa. 85: 12.——All these things shal! be added unto you. 
Matt. 6: 33.——We know that all things work together for 
good to them that love God. Rom. 8: 28. 


LESSON FRAMEWORK. 
BY THE REV. GEORGE A. PELTZ, 

Psalm 84 belongs to the third group or book of the Psalms, 
which includes psalms 73-89. This book was perhaps a sup- 
plementary collection, added in the time of Hezekiah. 
Eleven psalms of this portion are ascribed to Asaph, four to 
the sons of Korah, and one to David. Psalm 84 of those 
“for the sons of Korah,” an inscription which, in Hebrew 
idiom in such cases, naturally designates authorship. 

The opinions concerning the authorship of this psalm may 
be stated thus: (1.) It is attributed to David. There are 
resemblances in style, thought, and language, which link it 
closely with Psalm 42, which is confessedly the work of 
David. It is supposed that both these Psalms were written 
while he was in exile at the time of Absalom’s rebellion 
(2 Sam., chapters 14-18); and that they express his long- 
ings for a return to the privileges of Zion. It may, however, 
be doubted whether their author was really debarred from 
the sanctuary, or, while in its full enjoyment, was merely 
pouring forth his sense of satisfaction therewith. 

(2.) Some accept as trustworthy the inscription of Psalm 
84, and attribute it to the sons of Korah, as there claimed. 
These “sons of Korah” were a levitical company of singers. 
They were descendants of Kohath, a son of Levi (Ex. 6: 
16-21.) Korah, for whom they were named, perished in a 
rebellion against Moses (Num. 16). Heman, whom David 
appointed master of song, belonged to this family (1 Chron. 
15: 16, 17, 19; 25: 1-6). In the twenty-four courses of 
singers in the temple service, fourteen of them were presided 
over by sons of Heman (1 Chron., chapter 25.) The evi- 
dent familiarity of the author of this psalm with even the 
minute details of temple life and service is presumptive 
evidence in favor of its levitical origin. Against this hypothe- 
sis of authorship the prayer of verse 9 is urged, as if it 
could hardiy be from any except David himself; though if 
the psalm finds its historic basis in David’s experience in 
exile, then the words are understood as from him, though 
really penned by another. A levitical author may indeed 
have shared David’s exile, and hence have secured special 
fitness for the production of this psalm. 

(3.) Still another view locates the composition of this 
psalm in the period of the building of the second temple 
(B. C. 515). There is, however, no stronger reason for this 
decision than for one in favor of David’s own day. 

The term “ Gittith” in the title is of uncertain origin and 
meaning. It may be derived from “Gath,” and denote a 
musical instrument invented there, or much used at that 
place; or it may be derived from the word ior “ wine-press,” 
and remotely refer to a movement such as that in the songs, 
or in the physical motion of those who trod the grapes. It 
would be difficult for any one to explain the titles of modern 
tunes or songs, at any great distance in time, or great differ- 
ence in language or nation. 

The psalm is sharply divided by the “selah” into three 
parts of four verses each. The first part sings of worship; 
the second of strength ; the third of joy, or reward. This is 
well denominated “ one of the sweetest of the psalms.” 


CRITICAL NOTES. 
BY C. H. TOY, D.D., LL.D. 
PARALLEL TRANSLATION. 
(1.) How lovely are thy dwellings, 
Jehovah of hosts ! 
(2.) My soul longs, yea faints for the courts of Jehovah, 
My heart and my flesh cry out towards the living God. 
(3.) Even the sparrow has found a house, 
And the swallow a nest for herself where she lays her 
young— 
Thy altars, Jehovah of hosts, 
My king and my God. 


(4.) Happy are they that dwell in thy house— 
Continually they praise thee. 
(5.) Happy are they whose strength is in thee, 
In whose hearts are thy ways. 
Passing through the valley of Baca, they make it a 
place of springs ; 


o> 


With blessings also the autumn rain covers it. 
(7.) They go from strength to strength ; 
They appear before God in Zion. 


(8.) Jehovah, God of hosts, hear my prayer, 
Give ear, O God of Jacob. 

(9.) Behold, O God our shield, 
And look on the face of thine anointed. 

(10.) For a day in thy courts 
Is better than a thousand ; 
I had rather stand at the threshold in the house of my 
God 

Than dwell in the tents of wickedness. 
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(11.) For a sun and a shield is Jehovah God ; 
Jehovah gives favor and glory ; 
He withholds not good from those that walk in per- 
fectness. 
(12.) O Jehovah of hosts, 
Happy is the man that trusts in thee. 


The title reads: “To the choir-master. After the ‘Gittith 
(Gathite).’ By the Korahites. Instrumental piece (miz- 
mor).” It was therefore written or afterwards offered for the 
public worship in the tabernacle or the temple. If composed 
at a distance, it was brought to Jerusalem and handed to 
the choir-master. The exact meaning of “ mizmor” is not 
known, but probably it was an ode accompanied in the sing- 
ing or chanting by the instruments. Sometimes (as in Psa. 
75 and 83) the word “song” is added to “mizmor” per- 
haps as a fuller designation. 

THE GITTITH, OR GATHITE. 


This term is probably derived, not from the word meaning 


‘“ wine-press,” but from some town called Gath, either the 


well-known Philistine city, where David lived for a while, or 
an Israelitish city (Josh. 19: 13, 45), and is the name of a 
song or melody after which our psalm was composed, The 
preposition by which the word is here introduced (“ on, 
after, according to”) occurs in the titles of sixteen psalms, in 
most of which the form of the words makes it probable that 
a melody is meant; sometimes a part of a sentence is given 
(Psa. 9, 22, 53, 56, 88) apparently the opening words of the 
song or ode with which a certain tune is connected, the words 
sometimes occurring without the preposition (Psa. 57, 58, 59, 
75), as if the simple mention of them were sufficient; in 
other cases the ode referred to has a poetical name (as is 
common in Arabian poetry and in modern Jewish books), 
without special bearing on the contents (Psa. 45, 60, 69, 77), 
or what seems to be a musical term (Psa. 6, 12, 46). In one 
case another preposition (“to, according to”) introduces 
what appears to be the name of a melody (Psa. 80), and this 
preposition once apparently introduces musical instruments 
(Psa. 5); elsewhere the name of the instruments is always 
preceded by the preposition “in, on” (Psa. 3, 6, 54, 55, 67, 
76). The word Gittith, or Gathite, is found with the three 
psalms, 8, 81, 84, and is probably the name of a melody 
somehow connected with the city Gath; this seems more 
likely than that it should be a tune composed for the wine- 
press and sung at the festivals of the vintagers. Of its char- 
acter nothing is known. By some the word is connected with 
neginath in the title of Psalm 61 (which is formally possible), 
used in Psalm 77:7 for a “song accompanied by stringed 
instruments ;” in that case Gittith would mean a melody 
known by that name. It seems likely that many of the 
psalms were sung to special tunes, which became familiar to 
the people (compare Matt. 26: 30), as is the case with us. 
THE KORAHITES, OR SONS OF KORAH. 

We learn from 1 Chronicles 25 that the Korahites were 
represented in the temple choir in David’s time by the family 
of [leman, one of the three leaders of the sacred music (com- 
pare 1 Chron. 6: 33; 2 Chron. 20:19). They seem to have 
been musical composers for a considerable period, and the 
psalms written by any one of them were attributed to the 
family ; this would explain the title “‘by the Korahites.” 
Or it may be that the songs composed by the family were 
originally published in a separate book, from which they 
were taken into the psalter and the name of the authors 
of the book attached to each. After the exile Korahites 
were dodrkeepers (“guards of the thresholds”) in the 
temple, as we learn from 1 Chronicles 9:19, where it is 
also stated that their ancestors in the time of Phinehas 
the grandson of Aaron performed the like duties. Hence 
some connect them with the Korah of Numbers 16, but this is 
nowhere definitely stated. It is also uncertain whether the 
men of the same name who went to David to Ziklag (1 Chron. 
12: 6) belonged to one family of musicians: it is possible, 
for the Levites were fighting men, and David’s captain of the 
body-guard (Benaiah) was of that tribe. Nothing is said of 
the Korahites being musicians after the exile; but up to 
that time we may suppose that some of them sang and com- 
posed, while others acted as doorkeepers. They were of the 
stock of the Kohathites, to which Moses and Aaron belonged 
(Exod. 6: 18,20). The psalms ascribed to them by the titles 
are: 42, 43, 44, 45, 46, 47, 48, 49, 84, 85, 87, 88 (double title), 
and are of varied character, individual and national, sorrow- 
ful and joyful, impassioned and quiet, emotional and logical. 

FORM AND INTERPRETATION OF PSALM 84. 


It divides itself naturally into two parts: the psalmist’s 
longing for God’s house (verses 1-3), and his meditation on 
the happiness of those who dwell there (verses 4-12). This 
second part again has three divisions: a general description 
(verses 4-7, a prayer (verses 8-10), and praise to Jehovah 
(verses 11, 12). It is divided by some according to theselah, 
which occurs at the end of verses 4 and 8, giving a formally 
symmetrical division into three stanzas of four verses each ; 
but this does not so well suit the sense, which rather con- 
nects verse 4 with verse 5, and verse 8 with verse 9. 

Some expositors suppose that the psalm was written after 
the author had returned to Jerusalem from exile or other 





absence; but the language hardly permits this (see notes on 
verses 2,3). He is in banishment from the sanctuary, and 
expresses his longing to .eturn. The central thought of love 
for God’s house as the place of the special manifestation of the 
divine presence is the same as in psalms 42, 43 (Korahite), 
and the two psalms strikingly resemble each other in expres- 
sion, as may be seen by comparing them word by word. But 
there is a difference in the tone: psalms 42, 43 (the two 


should be read together as one) is a passionate outcry of suf- | 


fering with a persisteni attempt to lift the spirit up to God 
in devout trust, an oscillation between grief and hope; in 
psalm 84 no suffering is betrayed, there is no passion, but 
only earnest expression of longing, followed by a calm con- 
templation of the blessedness of being in the sanctuary. The 
author of psalms 42, 43 is certainly away from Jerusalem ; but 
it does not follow that our psalmist is in the city. On this 
point see the notes. When the author of our psalm lived, 
and who he was, cannot be determined with certainty. The 
general circumstances suit David’s flight from Absalom 
(2 Sam. 15-19), when a Korahite with him might have 
written it; but the more natural inference from the text is 
that the temple was standing, by which we are taken to 
Solomon’s time and the succeeding. Some Levite carried 


off by enemies, or for any reason absent from Jerusalem, | 


might naturally have given expression in this quietly earnest 
psalm to his desire to return (see notes on verses 9 and 10). 
While the author of psalms 42, 43 evidently writes from the 
east of the Jordan, there is no mention of place here. 


NOTES. 

Verses 1-3.—First strophe: longing for God’s house. 

Verse 1.—The psalmist’s thought is fixed not so much on 
his own condition (as in Psa. 42, 43) as on the sanctuary in 
Jerusalem. He begins with an exclamation of delight in it: 
how lovely are thy dwellings, Jehovah of hosts, a couplet without 
parallelism. The word rendered “lovely” means first 
“beloved” (same root as in “ David” and “ Jedidiah ”’), 
and then “worthy of love;” this is the meaning of 
“amiable” in our English version, but the word is no longer 
applied to things. The plural “dwellings” is poetical 
designation of the sanctuary as consisting of parts, or merely 
as extensive, or simply equivalent to the singular. It does 
not decide whether David’s tabernacle or Solomon’s temple 
is meant. Jehovah is called “of hosts,” more fully ‘God 
of hosts” (verse 8) as being the lord of the heavenly hosts of 
stars (Gen, 2: 1) and angels (Psa. 89: 7, 8, where the “saints” 
or holy ones are angels). This name, which describes 
Israel’s God Jehovah as mighty, inasmuch as he controls the 
superterrestrial orbs and intelligences, occurs first in the Book 
of “Samuel” (1 Sam. 1: 11), and then frequently in the 
Prophets and Psalms down to the exile, after which it 
becomes less frequent. 

Verse 2.—Longing. It is the psalmist’s absence from the 
sanctuary that occasions the above exclamation ; now he goes 
on to express his yearning after it. My soul (the whole 
inward nature) longs (this word represents very well the force 
of the Hebrew) yea faints (not only desires, but also is 
exhausted by the pain of separation) for the courts (more 
naturally, the several courts of the temple, but it may be a 
poetically general expression for the court of the tabernacle) 
of Jehovah. The “courts” are put for the whole building, 
and the building is regarded as the special abode of God, as is 
expressed in the second line of the parallelism: my heart 
(the inward nature) and my flesh (the body, which with the 
soul, or heart, or spirit, makes up the whole man) ery out (in 
longing desire—so the parallelism requires) towards the living 
God. The epithet “living” describes God as containing in 
himself the essence of life, and emphasizes his constant 
presence among his people and his power to help them. 
This presence was especially manifested in the sanctuary, 
and so the psalmist puts “living God” as the parallel phrase 
to “‘courts of Jehovah.” His whole nature, he says, strives 
and cries towards God; that is, towards his house. If the 
verse were rendered (as by some), “my soul longed, yea 
fainted (formerly) ...my heart and my flesh cry out” 
(now), the author would be represented as having returned 
to Jerusalem from exile or other absence ; but the two lines 
of the verse must be understood from the connection as 
referring to the same time. The verb “cry out,” usually 
meaning a joyful cry, must here be taken in a more general 
sense ; joyfulness is not excluded, but yearning desire is tlre 
most prominent feeling: it is a joy as yet imperfect, and 


| seeking for complete realization. 


Verse 3.—The first couplet is a regular parallelism (house 
and nest being identical), the second (an explanation of the 
“house and nest”) is incomplete. In sad contrast with his 
own absence the psalmist, with poetical exaltation of feeling, 
recollects that even the birds enjoy the sacred place from 
which he is excluded, they unconscious of its holy excel- 
lence, he pining for its sight. It must not be forgotten that 
the psalms are poetry, and it is of the nature of poetry to 
make all nature an expression of its own thought. The 
psalmist-poet in his longing for God’s house envies the 
irrational creatures that find a home there. Instead of 
“ sparrow” we may read any small bird.—Altars (indefinite 
plural) is put for the sanctuary in general; it is perhaps 


improbable, though we cannot say impossible, that birds 
built nests on the sides of the great altar of burnt-offering, 
but there is nothing to hinder our supposing that they built 
on the roof of the house, or around the enclosure of the 
courts. Some expositors, taking offense at the simplicity 
and homeliness of the feeling that the above explanation 
ascribes to the psalmist, or guided by the structure of 
Herod’s temple (on the roof of which there were spikes to 
prevent the birds from settling), try to get what they think a 
worthier and more spiritual thought by supposing that the 
“sparrow” and “swallow” is the psalmist himself, who has 
found a home at the altars of God. But this is contrary to 
the natural sense of the words, (what would the lays her young 
then mean? and what would be the force of the “ even,” or 
“also” at the beginning?) and tothe context (the “longing” of 
the preceding verse). The psalmist has not yet found a home 
in the sanctuary. And the exquisitely beautiful reference to 
the happy birds is based on a deep spiritual yearning after 
God. The same objection lies to the rendering: “as the 
sparrow has found a home . . . [so have I found a home at] 
thy altars,” which, moreover, the Hebrew does not permit. 

Verse 4.—The following strophe speaks of the happiness 
of those who have the privilege of meeting with and worship- 
ing God in the place where his presence specially dwells.— 
They that dwell in thy hoyse: the ministers of the sanctuary.— 
Continually they praise thee: a special reference to the levitical 
singers, very appropriate toa Korahite (see the introduction), 
Praising God is happiness; it is the thankful communion of 
the soul with the source of holiness and peace. This verse 
might also be connected with the preceding, as a conclusion 
to the expression of longing for God’s house in the first 
strophe. 





Verse 5.—Next follows a declaration of the happiness of 
those who rest on God, and appear before him in the sanc- 
tuary (not ministers, but any worshipers). In these three 
verses there is an alternation in the grammatical number 
common in Hebrew poetry, but somewhat confusing in 
English ; it seems better to keep the plural throughout (the 
sense is unaffected). First line: Happy are they whose 
strength is in thee, who rely on thee for all strength, outward 
and inward. The second line (in which we expect a gene- 
rally parallel thought) is literally: “ways in their heart.” 
The “ ways” may be understood as defined by the preceding 
“in thee,” and so equivalent to “thy ways,” that is, godly 
manner of life (as in Prov. 16:17); or it may refer to a 
pilgrim procession to the sanctuary described in the follow- 
ing verses (as in the English version), so that the sense would 
be: “in whose hearts are the high-roads of the godly wor- 
shipers going up to Jerusalem;”’ but this expression is 
rather harsh. The sense is the same in both cases: “ happy 
are they who rely on God, and walk in godly paths.’ The 
Chaldee version renders the second line “trust is in their 
hearts,’ which represents a different Hebrew text, but 
amounts to the same thing. 

Verse 6.—The two next verses describe, in a poetical, 
idealizing way, a procession or caravan of pious people going 
up to Jerusalem to worship (at a festival, or on some other 
occasion), and are a further explanation or description of 
verse 5. The word “ways” there, if used for “ godly man- 
ner of life,” nevertheless retains its proper meaning “ high- 
ways,” and easily connects itself with the idea of a journey 
over the high-roads to Jerusalem; there is a similar combi- 
nation of the literal and figurative senses of the word in 
Jeremiah 31:21. Our verse describes the (ideal) blessings 
that attend the march of the worshipers. Pussing through the 
valley of Baca (some sterile valley on the road to Jertsalem) 
| they make it a place of springs (abounding in springs, fertile) ; 
with blessings also (of fertility) the autumn rain (the former or 
early rain in October-November) covers it. So blest of God 
are these pious worshipers that fertility follows their steps, 
the very soil responds to their presence; so in the opposite 
direction David invokes on Gilboa the curse of sterility, 
because it was the scene of Saul’s death (2 Sam. 1: 21; and 
see above, note on verse 3); both expressions belong to poeti- 
cal idealism. The literal meaning of the psalmist here is 
that the journey to Jerusalem to worship God is a blessed 
one, and will be blessed by God. The elaborate agricultural 
figure seems to require us to understand by Baca some valley 
on the way to Jerusalem. The locality is unknown; it was 
not the fertile Rephaim in which were baca-trees (some sort 
of balsam-tree, 2 Sam. 5:24). Some render “baca” by 
“weeping” (it may mean this), and understand our verse to 
describe a passage of the pious through affliction, which by 
God’s blessing they convert into gladness. This does not 
suit the connection so well (see next verse), but has in com- 
| mon with the above interpretation the thought that God’s 
| presence changes all evil into good. We may, however, 
give to “baca” the sense of “ weeping,” and still understand 
| a literal valley, a sterile valley that calls forth tears, and is 
| clothed with the beauty of harvests by the blessing attend- 

ing the presence of God’s people, with whom he sends the 
| fertilizing rains of autumn. 
| Verse 7.—Here the band of worshipers reach the sanctu- 
| ary. They go from strength to strength: from one degree of 
| strength to another. So far from being exhausted by their 
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journey, they actually gather fresh vigor, so potent is the 
divine presence with them. In the figure of this journey 
the psalmist sets forth the renewal of all strength that God 
bestows on those who rely on him and walk in his ways 
(Isa. 40: 31). Finally, they appear before God (literally, show 
themselves to God) in Zion, Jerusalem, the whole city taking 
the name of the central “city of David.” To “appear before 
God” is to go to worship at the sanctuary, where his pres- 
ence was. This crowns the happiness of the worshipers after 
their journey (verse 5: “happy are they”). This literal 
appearing in the sanctuary makes it necessary to regard 
verse 6 as describing an actual journey. 

Verses 8, 9.—The psalmist, from this contemplation of the 
happiness of the worshipers recurring to his own condition 
of banishment or absence, cries out to God in prayer. Jacob 
is the special ancestor, from whom none but Israelites were 
descended, and therefore the God of Jacob is the God of the 
people Israel. In verse 9 the psalmist seems to have the 
nation in view especially: he addresses God as our shield, 
the nation’s covering, protector, and asks him to regard the 
king: look on thy anointed. Who the king referred to is, we 
do not know; nor is it clear whether he was in trouble or 
net; it was natural in any case to pray for the king (but see 
note on next verse). Princes and nobles are sometimes 
ealled “shields” (Psa. 47: 9); and the first line of our verse 
may be rendered: “O God, behold our shield” (our king), 
which would make the two members of the verse parallel, 
but is opposed by the use of the word in verse 11. The 
“anointed” is by some taken to be the psalmist himeelf; 
that is, the writer is supposed to be some Jewish king (some 
think of David, others of Jehoiachin, 2 Kings 24: 15). The 
main objection to this opinion is that the author of the 
psalm seems throughout to be a man connected officially 
with the sanctuary; nor could the affixer of the title have 
regarded the writer as a king. It is simpler to suppose that 
the psalmist, for some reason connecting the king with his 
own condition, invokes God’s protection for him. Perhaps 
the king was with him, as the next verse seems to intimate. 

Verse 10.—As reason for the foregoing prayer the psalmist 
declares his preference for an abode in the sanctuary. The 


for introduces the ground of the petitions in verses 8 and 9. 


The sense seems to be, “hear my prayer for restoration to 
thy house, and look in mercy on thy anointed king, and 
bring him to his royal city ; for a day in thy courts is better 
than a thousand spent elsewhere.” Thus the king also is 
away from Jerusalem. In expressing the preference for the 
one day in the sanctuary, the psalmist is thinking particu- 
larly of himself; his return thither would, however, involve 
that of the king to Jerusalem, and the latter would then 
have access to the public worship of the house of God. The 
day in thy courts means any season of worship there, but 
particularly the residence of the official ministers, the Levites 
and priests. The phrase stand at the threshold may mean, in 
general, “be attached to the service of the sanctuary,” or 
“engage in its service,” or “stand at the entrance” without 
entering (in contrast with the following “dwell”), or espe- 
cially “be a doorkeeper” (1 Chron. 9:19), have a subordinate 
place. With this lowly position of godly service and pious 
enjoyment is contrasted a life of ungodly wealth and pleas- 
ure; to dwell in the tents of wickedness is to possess wealth with 
an ungodly heart. Tents stands for any dwelling; the word 
is used in a general sense. 

Verse 11.—The ground of his preference is Jehovah’s 
power and goodness. God is called not only a shield, but 
also a sun (the term is used of God nowhere else), as enlight- 
ening, healing (compare Mal. 4: 2), refreshing. He gives 
favor, his own kindness, mercy, and glory, true honor in com- 
parison with the false rewards of wickedness. He withholds 
not good (the negative form is perhaps suggested by the 
psalmist’s condition of isolation; he is without a certain 
blessing, but God in his own time will bestow it) from those 
that walk in perfectness, the upright and godly, whose hearts 
are not divided between good and evil. The “ perfectness” 
is to be taken in a general way of integrity and godliness 
(compare Job1:1). The name Jehovah God (as in Gen. 2 
and 3) describes Jehovah, God of Israel, as the true God. 

Verse 12.—Concluding exclamation concerning the happi- 
ness of those who trust in God. As he is unbounded in 
power and love, those who rely on him cannot be deceived, 
and shall want no good thing. So the longing for the sanc- 
tuary ends with trust in the God of the sanctuary. This 
central thought of the psalm remains the same whether the 
psalmist was in banishment longing to come back, or in 
Jerusalem rejoicing that he had come back ; whether he was 
Levite or king, singer or doorkeeper, a contemporary of 
David or a contemporary of Hezekiah. 

ILLUSTRATIVE APPLICATIONS, 
BY H. CLAY TRUMBULL, 

How amiable are thy tabernacles,; O Lord! (v.1). The true 
child thinks that there is no place like his father’s house. 
He not merely accepts it as his home, he delights in it. 
What pleasant thoughts cluster about the nursery there! 
Was there ever such a family table as his? That homely 
kitchen was never equaled for its supply of good things? 





The very garret had better nooks and corners for hide-and- 
seek than anybody else’s. The old hall, the broad piazza, 
the lawn before it, the well with its pole and sweep, the 
great roomy barn, those apple-trees just behind the house, 
even the row of stiff poplars in front, all have peculiar at- 
tractions in comparison with what any other home can show. 
“ Be it ever so humble, there’s no place like home.” The 
child of God has this feeling about the house of God. It is 
his Father’s house. On that account he loves and admires 
it. Ifone does not delight in the tabernacles of God, the 
trouble is not with the tabernacles, but with him who lacks 
the home feeling there, 

My heart and my flesh crieth out for the living God (v. 2). 
Man is made for God; not only created originally in God’s 
image, but so constituted in his entire being that even in his 
lost estate he can never be at rest away from God. As the 
vine in the dungeon struggles upward toward the far distant 
light; as its little tendril creepers reach out on one side and 
the other for something to cling to in its climbing; as the 
helpless babe gropes instinctively for the food of nature at 
its mother’s breast; as the parched tongue in the delirium 
of fever longs for the cooling draught which it cannot ask 
for,—so the soul of the sinner in its darkness, its helpless- 
ness, its ignorance, and its delirium, longs and faints for that 
which only God can supply; and its heart and its flesh 
crieth out for the satisfying supply of heavenly grace. “The 
head of every man is Christ.” None stand complete except 
in him. There is no true comfort, no abiding peace, no rest 
or hope or life to any sinner, save in trust in Jesus as the 
One in whom it hath pleased the Father that all fullness 
should dwell. 

Blessed are they that dwell in thy house (v. 4). He who 
knows what a good home is, enjoys the thought of staying at 
home. He not only wants the home, but he wants time to 
dwell there. The desire and the hope of being able to stay 
at home by and by are what impel young men and old ones 
to some of their best work and hardest struggles in the 
world. They go out west, or down south, or off- at sea, with 
the thought that they can earn enough in a few years, more 
or less, to enable them to come back home and live there 
without going away again. They travel day and night now, 
only that they may rest at home day and night when the 
need of this travel no longer presses them. There are few 
men in business of any kind who do not look forward to the 
time when their accrued income will justify them in staying 
at home. Blessed are they whose home is with the family 
of the redeemed, and who have the privilege of dwelling 
there. When the stay-at-home longing of the Christian 
rests on the house of God and the home of God’s people, he 
will always be found in the sanctuary, the Sunday-school, 
and the prayer-meeting, when he doesn’t have to be any- 
where else. 

Blessed is the man whose strength is in thee (v. 5). There is 
a limit to every man’s personal strength. He may be able 
to do a great deal; but hecannot do everything. There will 
come times when he must say “I cannot do this, much as 
I'd like to;” or “I cannot bear this; it is too heavy a load 
for me.” But there is no limit to God’s strength. He can 
do everything. Blessed is the man who is so one with God 
through oneness with Christ that his strength is in God, that 
God’s strength is his strength. That man is omnipotent in 
his sphere of duty and responsibility. He can do every- 
thing and endure everything to which he is called of God. 
There are no resistless temptations to him, no insurmount- 
able difficulties in his path, no crushing burdens of sorrow 
or trial on his heart. He can fill his place, can care for his 
loved ones, can carry on his business, can meet all dangers 
and griefs in his lot, can have safety and contentment and 
ultimate success, whatever are his circumstances or his sur- 
roundings. He can do all things through Christ which 
strengtheneth him. 

I had rather be a doorkeeper in the house of my God, than to 
dwell in the tents of wickedness (v.10). Service is a matter of 
pleasure rather than of duty, where love prompts. A mother 
had rather sit and watch by a sick child than go out to see a 
set of tableaux, when the little one needs her care. It would 
be harder for a true husband to neglect his wife than to give up 
all social visiting on her account. A real friend counts it a 
privilege, not a task, to make any effort or sacrifice for his 
friend’s welfare. So, in Christ’s service, the question with 
the loving disciple is not, Must I keep always near my Mas- 
ter? but, May 1? What if he could go to the theater, or 
the circus, or the dance-room? There are more attractive 
occupations for him, of a very different sort. He had rather 
have an hour of sensible conversation with a Christian friend 
than attend a performance of “ Pinafore.’ He had rather 
be a doorkeeper at the church on prayer-meeting night than 
to occupy a private box in a theatre during some rendering 
of the “legitimate drama.” He would find more solid com- 
fort at the church than at the theater. Where his treasure 
is, there his heart is also; and where his heart is, there he 
wants the rest of him to be. He loves to be where he ought 
to be; and the nearer his Saviour the better. 

No good thing will he withhold from them that walk uprightly 
(v.11). God does nothing incompletely. His promises are 
all-inclusive ; and their fulfillment is to the letter. His pro- 





visions for those who are in his service extend to the every 
want of body, mind, and soul. He does not wait until his 
children die before he begins to supply their needs. It is 
not for the next life alone that the treasures of his love are 
opened to those who trust themselves in his care. He gives 
now, and he will continue to give. He gives daily bread, 
he gives daily strength, he gives a blessing in one’s personal 
life, in one’s business, in one’s family, in one’s friendships. 
He gives whatever he sees is best for each of those who wait 
on him. His idea of “good things” may differ from his 
children’s; but he never makes a mistake. The things he 
gives are good, however his children may view them. He 
gives only what is good, and he gives whatever is good. If 
you are the trustful child of God you have now, and you 
shall continue to have, the very best things which God can 
give to you; and you have not, nor shall you have, anything 
else. Do not ask why the things you have are no better; 
but thank God that they are so incomparably good. 

O Lord of hosts, blessed is the man that trusteth in thee (v. 12). 
Happy is the soldier whose commander never was, nor ever 
can be, defeated. Happy is the servant whose master never 
made a mistake, was never exacting, never forgetful, never 
unjust. Happy is the child whose parents were never lack- 
ing in love or in ability according to the chikd’s require- 
ments. Happy is the scholar whose teacher knows every- 
thing, and who has the power and the readiness to help him 
to know all that he wants to. Happy is the friend whose 
best friend never misunderstands him, never swerves in 
fidelity or lacks in sympathy, in helpfulness, in considerate 
tenderness. Happy is he who has combined in one, com- 
mander, master, parent, teacher, friend, and, above all, 
Saviour; happy is the man who trusts in such a one as this, 
“© Lord of hosts, blessed is the man that trusteth in thee.” 


Notre.—The usual Hints for the Primary Teacher, by 
Faith Latimer, will this week be found on the fourth page. 
—TueE Epiror. 


ORIENTALISMS OF THE LESSON. 
BY PROFESSOR ISAAC H. HALL. 


“ How lovely (dear, beloved) are thy dwellings,” or, “ is 
thy dwelling” is the true meaning of the first clause in the 
lesson. The rendering “tabernacles,” as if booths or tents, 
is not strict enough to be taken as an argument that the 
composition of this psalm dates anywhere ‘in tabernacle 
times: as well might the expression “be a doorkeeper,”’ or 
better, “be a dweller on the threshold” be used as an argu- 
ment that the psalm was written in temple times, since the 
tabernacle had no proper threshold. Moreover, the word 
for “tabernacles”’ is used poetically and in prose for all sorts 
of dwellings; even for the grave, man’s last dwelling-place 
in earth. 

Likewise the “courts,” or spaces before and about the 
temple, argue nothing as to whether the author was a priest 
or layman; for while the layman could come no nearer to 
the inside of the temple than the outer courts, the word is 
poetically used for the whole temple. Nor are these expres- 
sions so peculiarly oriental ; any more than the desire of the 
woman to touch but the hem of Jesus’ garment, in order to be 
healed ; or the saying of John that he was unworthy to untie 
Jesus’ shoestring. 

“The sparrow hath found a house, and the swallow a 
nest for herself,” are expressions that suggest abundant 
oriental illustration. The swallow we need not mention, as 
the American illustrations are rather stronger than those 
drawn from the Holy Land. But the eastern sparrows are a 
remarkable generation. They build their nests everywhere: 
in the water-pipes, the window-blinds, the holes in the wall, 
and in every place possible, fit or unfit. On going to service 
in the chapel of the Syrian Protestant College, after the first 
rain of autumn, the chances are that the floor will be found 
flooded with even an inch of water, because the sparrows 
have stopped up the water-pipes. Then after clearing out 
the pipes, if a pleasant day or two intervenes, the little pests 
will stuff them full again. They build inside the chapel ; 
and sometimes take a noisy part in the Sunday services. 
The writer has sometimes stood in a window, and popped 
orange-seeds at the sparrows who clung to the sides of the 
building by the roughnesses on the stones ; but they would 
by no means be frightened: they would watch, enjoying the 
sport, and not even dodge unless the orange-seed came very 
close to them. They would come and perch on the bars of 
an open window, and make a very annoying chattering; nor 
would they be frightened off by any “shoo” ing; nor by any 
demonstrations short of those which they must heed or be 
hurt. Often they have flown in and lit on the study-table, 
while the writer was sitting by it at work. Almost before 
the window-blinds were opened in the morning, the sparrows 
would make quite an advance in laying the foundation of a 
new nest; and after those foundations were destroyed, and 
the blinds opened against the wall, a new nest would be 
begun, and a prodigious amount of material stuffed in behind 
the blind, before it would be shut to exclude the sun in mid 
forenoon. Literally they would sometimes build nests in 
improper places faster than one could find time to pull them 
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down. In Beirtit, chimneys to the houses are quite uncom- 
mon: their place is supplied by a stove-pipe put out of the 
window; but if a fire is not built immediately after putting 
up the pipe, the sparrows will be pretty sure to take posses- 
sion ; and if the fire is intermitted for a day or two, the pipe 
is apt to be stopped up by them. 

In the morning early, before sunrise, the sparrows keep up 
a twittering that is dreadful to one who wishes to sleep. 
Close to the writer’s bedroom window was an almond-tree, 
in which thousands of sparrows spent the night; and in the 
morning, from a little before four o’clock till sunrise, the 
din was horrible. If the sparrows were as numerous, perse- 
vering, pertinacious, bold, and noisy in Bible times as at the 
present day, the comparisons in the Bible that are based on 
their various characteristics were among the most forcible 
that could be made. If the house of God afforded a shelter 
for the sparrow, then no human being could be too humble; 
if God cared for sparrows, then very much more for the 
poorest disciple. The mosques, of course, afford a shelter 
for all manner of living things, except non-Muhammedan 
persons of the human race. 

If the Valley of Baca was the name of a definite place ; 
that is, if Baca is a proper name, it cannot be certainly iden- 
tified naw. Thesupposition that Baca wasa real dry valley, in 
which the presence of the man whose strength is in God 
would, as it were, cause fountains to burst forth by the influ- 
ence of his genial spirit, can be regarded as nothing more 
than a supposition. On the other hand, it is a natural 
orientalism for the “ Valley of Weeping” to be figured as a 
physical realization of the sorrowful passages in life, which 
the man gifted with Jehovah’s strength would find a “ place 
of fountains” as the word for “well” really means; and in 
the Bible lands generally, a place of fountains was one of 
refreshing, fruitfulness, and delight; not to say often of life- 
preservation and healing. 

“ Appeareth before God” is the well-known expression for 
the stated appearance in Jerusalem atthe feasts. “In Zion” 
is an expression that probably took its rise from the time 
when the tabernacle was standing in the city of David, if it 
has any reference to the site of the temple nearer than “ in 
Jerusalem ;” but in either case the use is poetic, and cannot 
determine anything as to the date of the psalm. 

“‘ Look upon the face of thine anointed” has been taken as 
an argument to show that the king of Israel could not have 
been the author ; but passages containing that expression, or 
other expressions in the third person, as “ Keep back thy 
servant also from presumptuous sins,” do not seem to evince 
any real third person as intended. 

“A day in thy courts is better than a thousand,” omitting 
the implied “elsewhere,” is quite after the oriental style. 
Somewhat akin is “receive my instruction, and not silver,” 
for “ rather than silver ;” and so also “ I desired mercy, and 
not sacrifice,” for.“ rather than sacrifice; where the plain 
prose sentence is far too tame and weak to convey the mean- 
ing. 

“For the Lord (Jehovah) God is a sun and shield” had 
for allthe Old Testament times an oriental signification 
which is almost lost to-day. Baal of the Pheenicians, 
Samsu of the Assyrians, Apollo of the Greeks, and so on, 
were the various deifications of the sun among the surround- 
ing heathen. Every one of them, too, with all his light and 
glory, was asun of iniquity. But to the Jews Jehovah was 
a sun, and the Sun of Righteousness. The other nations had 
too their shields in battle, whether from the gods or the 
gods themselves; but Jehovah was the shield, as well in 
keeping him in perfect peace whose mind was stayed on 
him, as Jehovah of sabaoth, or the God of battles. Let one 
who has not realized this read a few pages almost at random 
in the translations of ancient Assyrian or Egyptian texts in 
the several volumes entitled “ Records of the Past,” or any 
of the better mythological accounts of the ancient countries 
about Palestine. 


TEACHING HINTS. 
BY THE REV. W. F. CRAFTS, 

Send out by letter or postal card the following assignments, 
each to a separate scholar (if the class be large, perhaps 
each of them to two or three): 1. References to birds in the 
Bible. 2. A description of David’s church, the tabernacle. 
3. Why is the church compared to a well in the valley of 
sorrow? 4. How is God like the sun? In the class and in 
the whole school, it would be impressive to have the psalm 
recited in concert, from memory, instead of responsive read- 
ing, by way of introducing the lesson. Begin the lesson 
study by brief reference to the birds of the Bible—by passages 
about them—from the person to whom this assignment has 
been made, and others in the class. Let the teacher espe- 
cially‘emphasize the coming of Noah’s dove back to its home 
in the ark, when it found no place of rest; also the passage, 
“flee as a bird to your mountain.” (Refer to a bird’s flight 
before a hawk to its nest in the mountains for refuge.) 
Quote also the description of persons coming into the church 
in the words, “‘ Who are these that fly as a cloud, and as doves 
to their windows?” Follow this with verse three of the 
lesson, and impress the thought that a living, earnest, faithful 


church is to its members and the weary hearts of men like a 
nest to the bird, affording a place of spiritual shelter, security, 
and comfort, a church home. As the bird amid perils longs 
for its nest, so the soul longs for the church,—as in verse 1, 
etc. Recall the fact that in ancient times the church was a 
literal refuge from physical perils, where men pursued by 
enemies or officers of the law found shelter by clinging to its 
altars. 

Here introduce the special assignment describing the 
tabernacle, and use the fact that David’s church was a mova- 
ble one, which the Israelites had carried about with them in 
their journeyings, to illustrate the present truth that every 
one of our bodies is a temple of the Holy Ghost; a moving 
tabernacle that we can carry with us wherever we go, and 
always have a church just at hand in our hearts. Passing 
from the idea of the church as our home, and the heart- 
church as God’s home, ask for the special assignment, “ Why 
is the church compared to a well in the valley of sorrow?” 
Dwell upon the blessings of water, especially in the dry and 
hot orient, where wells were a special treasure, and show 
how the benefits of wells are like the benefits of the church 
to the world. Compare churches that are cold and inactive 
and indifferent to “wells without water,” that only deceive 
the traveler, promising refreshment and giving none. Pass- 
ing from this point, show that the well can only be provided 
with water by the sun that must draw it up from the lakes 
and rivers, and the ground into its water-carts of cloud, and 
then send it back in a rain to “fill the pools” and wells. So 
the church, however perfect its outward form, can be of use 
as a well of living water only when, through prayer, the Sun 
of Righteousness is led to pour the rain of spiritual blessing 
into it. How, then, is God like thesun? (Special assign- 
ment.) The analogies of the sun to God in the giving of 
life and the sustaining of it, and the bestowment of gladness 
and blessing, may readily be developed by preparatory 
thought on the part of the teacher, and developing questions 
to the class. Make a closing review of the lesson. 

This same outline put into simpler language would be 
appropriate for the youngest scholars. If the class be of the 
intermediate or junior grade, let the teacher provide them 
with some cheap note-book, and ask them to write out, as 
soon as they get home, all that they can remember in regard 
to the lesson, and bring it the next Sunday. We have known 
this plan with a class of careless boys to be very successful 
in fixing the lesson in the memory, and arousing a deeper 
interest in the Sunday-school work. 


BLACKBOARD HINTS. 
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QUESTION HINTS. 
BY MISS ANNA T. PEARCE. 

Introductory.—To which of the five books of psalms does 
the eighty-fourth belong? What probably was the gittith ? 
(Title.) Who were the sons of Korah? 

Verse 1.—What magnetic power locates the Christian’s 
affections? Was the loveliness of the ancient tabernacle 
due to its material splendor or to the manifestation of God 
therein? What is the difference of meaning between the 
words ‘‘ tabernacle” and “temple”? Why is “tabernacle” 
used here when the temple had succeeded it? In this connec- 
tion, should we regard it as representing only houses of pub- 
lic worship or all places where God manifests himself? 
How many times is God addressed in this psalm as Lord of 
hosts? By what other titles and figures is he here made 
known? What attribute of God is revealed in the first 
title? (Gen. 2: 1; Psa. 33: 6; Gen.32: 1,2; Luke 2: 13.) 
What condition of mind is induced in the believer by the 
contemplation thereof? (2 Kings 6: 16,17.) What domin- 
ion is indicated in the title, “My King” not found in 
“Lord of hosts” ? What is the paramount thought in the 
title “God of Jacob’? (1 Chron. 16: 13-17.) What truths 
are set forth by the figure, “The Lord God is a sun”? (Isa. 
60: 19; John 1: 4.) What is the import of the compari- 
son, “ God is ashield” ? By what rule should we be guided 
in our selection of titles in addressing God? How frequent 
should be their repetition? Should our manner of address 
to God be made a subject of study, or should prayer be the 
spontaneous expression of the heart? If made a subject of 
study, should the effect upon God or man be chiefly consid- 
ered in public prayer ? 





Verse 2.—How does the psalmist express his intense desire 





for public worship and doubly intensify the declaration ? 
What condition of heart is indicated by indifference in 
sanctuary services? (Rev. 3: 1, 15, 16.) 

Verse 3.—How is the tenderness of godliness and the 
security of the church home illustrated? Is cruelty to God’s 
creatures compatible with godliness? Indicate various ways 
by which individual Christians may conduce to the hospi- 
tality of their church home. On what isthe comfort and 
joy of home chiefly dependent? (1 John 4: 21.) Can the 
interpretation, desolated altars, be justified either on historic 
or prophetic ground ? 

Verse 4.—What is the experience of all who habitually 
support church services and ordinances? Does “ still prais- 
ing” refer to continuance of praise or to a condition of rest- 
fulness and joy commingled? Describe the courts and 
altars. 

Verses 5, 6.—How does the character of the road affect the 
experience of the Christian pilgrim? Does religion trans- 
form the afflictions of life here, or not until hereafter? (Prov. 
3: 17; 1 Tim. 4: 8; John 16: 33; 2 Cor. 4: 17.) 

Verse 7.—Does the psalmist regard every occasion of 
sanctuary worship a step in Christian progress? Should 
Christians attend every church service which does not con- 
flict with other duty? What reasons can be assigned why 
they should confine their worship to their own church? Is 
it right to withdraw from the fellowship of one church with- 
out entering into that of another? 

Verses 8, 9.— What two senses are referred to figuratively 
in appealing to the attention and regard of God? Does the 
psalmist, in use of the word “anointed,” claim audience 
because of his typical character or in the name of the arche- 
type? Is God’s love for sinners a result of Christ’s sacrifice, 
or is his sacrifice a manifestation of God’s love? Is answer 
to prayer based on the Father’s love for the Son, or on his 
love for the suppliant ? 

Verse 10.—What constitutes true length of life, and where 
will true wisdom abide? What difference between the 
righteous and the wicked is indicated in the words “house” 
and “tents” ? 

Verses 11, 12.—What blessings are the portion of those 
who trust in God? Is glory given unto the believer in this 
life? (Consider 2 Cor. 3: 18.) 


OLD TESTAMENT QUESTIONS WITH NEW 
TESTAMENT ANSWERS. 


BY H. W. CAREY, 


The questions have three objects: to point the children 
to Christ; to keep up a steady connection between our lessons 
in the Old Testament and those in the New, showing that 
they teach the same truths; and, lastly, to accustom the 
children to the finding of references. They have been most 
successfully used by a number of teachers, in the following 
manner. The questions are divided among the scholars of 
the class, on the Sunday preceding that on which the lesson 
is to be taught, and each scholar, when given a question, is 
told the book of the Bible in which the answer may be 
found. The scholars on the following Sunday come prepared 
to give the chapter and verse, and to read the answer. 
Teachers who have used the questions say that the scholars 
come to school with an interest already awakened, and ready 
for further study. 

Verse 1.—We are told how dear to the heart was God’s 
temple, not because of its wealth or beauty, but because there 
the high-priest made intercession with God that the sins of 
the people might be forgiven. How much dearer should our 
church be to us! No matter where it may be or how poor it 
may be, it is the place where we worship God, and ask 
forgiveness of our sins, through our great high-priest, Jesus 
Christ. Where is Jesus spoken of as a merciful and faithful 
high-priest in things pertaining to God, to make reconcilia- 
tion for the sins of the people? (Heb. 2: 17.) 

Verse 2.—Here we read how the godly man desires to go 
to the house of God. He craves for it, and can only be satis- 
fied by going there. He does not long for the house itself, 
but for the living God that makes his abode there. When 
we go to God’s house, we should act as we would in God’s 
presence. Where does Paul tell us how to behave in the 
house of God, which is the church of the living God, the 
pillar and ground of the truth? (1 Tim. 3: 15.) 

Verse 3.—Even the wandering, homeless birds found rest 
in God’s house. All who wander, and know not what to do, 
will find rest with God. No matter how weak or lowly they 
may be, if they go to the house of God, he will welcome them 
and give them rest and peace. Where does Christ tell us 
that not a sparrow falls to the ground without the knowledge 
of our Father in heaven, and tell us, therefore, to fear not, 
but to acknowledge him before men, and he will acknowl- 
edge us before God in heaven? (Matt. 10: 29-32.) 

Verse 4.—They are blessed, who, when in God’s house, 
feel that it is their Father’s house, and that they are at home. 
There is no greater happiness than that found in praising 
God, and they will praise him always. Where, in one of 
our late lessons, did we read that the disciples of Christ, 
after he had ascended into heaven, returned to Jerusalem, 
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and were continually in the temple praising and blessing 
God? (Luke 24: 53.) 

Verse 5.—God is the only source of true strength, and 
those who go to him for strength are never refused. They 
only are happy who live, depending not on themselves, but 
in the strength of the grace of Jesus Christ; for so long as 
they see their own weakness and ask help of God, they are 
strong. Where did Paul say, “ For when I am weak then 
am I strong”? (2 Cor, 12: 10.) 

Verse 6.—For the children of God even the “ valley of 
weeping ” shal! become a fountain of joy. Trusting in that 
strength from on high, they journey through this world, 
coming to many a valley of weeping, but, instead of halting, 
they break through all difficulties and discouragements, to 
find that what at first seemed all desolation, has been turned 
into awell of joy. Where did Christ say, “ Whosoever drink- 
eth of the water that I shall give him shall never thirst; but 
the water that I shall give him shall be in him a well of 
water springing up into everlasting life”? (John 4: 14.) 

Verse 7.—Those who seek their strength from God will 
never fall; for God keeps them, and, through temptations 
resisted and sins overcome, they daily grow in strength. Not 
one faithful follower of Christ shall perish by the way ; but 
all shall meet finally before his throne in heaven. Where 
did Christ say, “I go to prepare a place for you, I will come 
again and receive you unto myself; that where I am ye may 
be also. Whither I go ye know, and the way ye know” ? 
(John 14; 3, 4.) 

Verse 8.—David called on God to hear his prayer and 
answer it. God is always ready and willing to hear us when 
we pray, and Christ is ever ready to intercede for us. Where 
did Christ say, “ All things whatsoever ye ask in prayer, 
believing, ye shall receive”? (Matt. 21: 22.) 

Verse 9.—While God is our shield, nothing can injure us. 
Unlike the shield of man, which protects only the one side, 
he surrounds us, and will safely deliver us from all evil. 
Where does Peter tell us that “The Lord knoweth how to 
deliver the godly out of temptation”? (2 Peter 2: 9.) 

Verse 10.—One day with God, in all the light and happi- 
ness of his love, is better than a whole lifetime without God, 
No matter how humble our position, no matter where we sit 
in church, if we only hear the word of God, and recognize in 
it the voice of our Father, we are more blessed than if we 
had all the riches of this world. Where has Christ told us 
that the least among us all shall be great in the kingdom of 
heaven? (Luke 9 : 48.) 

Verse 11.—God is likened to the sun, for without it we 
could not live. He gives us grace, which is faith and strength 
to continue in his ways, and glory, which is to come in the 
life everlasting. He gives to the faithful all things that are 
good for us in this world. Not what we may think good, 
but what he knows is good for us. Where did Christ say, “ If 
ye then being evil know how to give good gifts unto your chil- 
dren, how much more shall your Father which is in heaven 
give good things to them that ask him” ? (Matt. 7: 11.) 

Verse 12.—We should trust in God with all our hearts, as 
little children do a loving father, and he will watch over 
and keep us. He is worthy of trust ; for he is truth itself, and 
is almighty to save. Where are we told not to trust in the 
uncertainty of riches, but in the living God who giveth us 
richly all things to enjoy ? (1 Tim. 6 : 17.) 

ECLECTIC SIDE LIGHTS. 


Tue Cuurcn.—A church should be built to manifest God. 
No committee is fit for its work which does not aim at this 
first of all. Whether plain as the stable in Bethlehem or 
gorgeous as the Temple, it should impress us by its appear- 
ance as God’s house. Frescoed shams, moldings, niches, 
statues, have no affinity with a sound gospel. Cheerful yet 
subduing, homelike yet exalting,—tabernacle or chapel needs 
an inspired architect. “See that thou make all things 
aecording to the pattern showed thee in the mount.” 

The worship of the church should seek the same end. 
Music, Scripture, prayer, teaching, have but one object,—to 
draw the soul nearer to God. Even social gatherings, glad 
with the “ mirth that no repentance draws,” are not to forget 
that they are in the palace of the Great King, nor suggest any 
substitute for spiritual joy as the delight of the place. 

There is no substitute for the sanctuary. Bigotry may 
close its doors, but the early Christians consecrate a chapel 
in the Catacombs, and Covenanters make cave or barn or 
sea-beach a temple. The closer saints walk with God in 
private the better they love his house. Neglect of the sanc- 
tuary proves not abundance, but lack, of spiritual life. As 
Professor Phelps pungently says, “ A good deal of watery 
sentiment has been expend I 
‘ Nature’s first temple.’ ” 
to Nature ; it willnot be gained there. Nature scarce dreams 
of heaven, and knows nothing of a Saviour. 

The church, its worship, its ordinances, its enforcement of 
human duties, in its varied services, its human fellowship 
and divine influence,—the church is Jehovah’s chosen instru- 
ment to redeem the world. Its ministrations adorn child- 
hood and give age a deathless hope. It adds dignity to 
labor, hallows trade, preserves the State. It guards the home, 
sanctifies learning, glorifies art. It raises men from the ani- 
mals that perish 4s companions of angels and sons of God. 
It is the foretaste of heaven, when God himself shall be with 
men and they shall see his face. Frequent the place. It 
shall nerve thy heart against the snares of sin, the respect of 
persons, the love of the world, the want of faith in truth, the 

ressure of sorrow and sicknessand death.—The Rev. C. M. 
Southgate, in Sermons by the Monday Club. 
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WORK AND WORKERS. 


a 
CONVENTION CALENDAR FOR 1879. 
Louisiana, state, at New Orleans. ......--..-------- Feb. 20-22 
Florida, state, at Gainesville.........-------------- Feb. 25-27 
Mississippi, state, at Kosciusko---..-.-.------------- May 7, 8 
Indian Territory, territorial, at Caddo....-.-.----..-.... May 8 
East Tennessee, at Maryville_-...--..-..--.-------- May 16, 16 
Missouri, state, at Moberly .------------------------ May 27-29 
New York, state, at Kingston........----.---------- June 3-5 
Ohio, state, at Akron......................--------- June 3-5 
Iowa, state, at Mason City -----.------------------ June 10-12 
Oregon, state, at Salem-_---..--.----..-.------------- July 1-4 
Kentucky, state, at Owensboro’ _.......--.----------- July 8-10 
Vermont, state, at Burlington--.....------.---------- Oct. 7-£ 
Kansas, state, at Salina..................---------- Oct. 21-25 
New Jersey, state, at Elizabeth...........--------- Noy. 11-13 


NORMAL CLASSES AND ASSOCIATIONS. 


Adrian, Michigan, Union Meeting for Lesson Study, every Monday even- 
ing, one month in each church. Conducted by the pastors in turn. 

Augusta, Ga., Union Meeting for Prayer and Lesson Study every Satur- 
day, at 8.45 A. M., in Y. M. OC, A. Rooms, 

Baltimore, Md., Meeting for Lesson Study every Friday at 4 P. M., in the 
Y. M. ©. A. Rooms. Infant Class Teachers’ Meeting every Saturday, 
at 4 P. M., in the Room of the Maryland Sunday School Union, 53 Lex- 
ington Street. 

Beaver Falls, Pa., Union Meeting for Lesson Study, every Friday, at 
7 P.M. Conducted by Professor M.S. Knight. 

Boston, Union Meeting for Lesson Study, at Wesleyan Hall, 3 Brom- 
field Street, every Saturday, at3P. M. Led by the Rev. R. R. Mere- 
dith. 

Boston (South), Union Meeting for Lesson Study, every Thursday, at 74, 
P. M., at the Phillips Church. Conducted by the Rev. R. R. Meredith. 

Bristol, Conn., Sunday-school Union Normal Olass, on the first Monday 
of each month, at 7.30 P. M., in Printers’ Hall. 


Brooklyn, N. Y., Normal Sunday-school Institute of the Brooklyn 
Sunday-school Union, for teachers and those desirous of becoming 
teachers, every Wednesday and Thursday, at 7 P. M., and every 
Thursday at 344 P. M.,inthe Y. M. C. A. Rooms. Conductor, Professor 
J. L. Chapman, assisted by the Rev. Drs. J. T. Duryea, C. N. Sims, 
and J. B. Thomas. Primary class, every Saturday afternoon, in the 
Y. M. ©, A. rooms. 

Cambridge, Mass., Sunday-school Teachers’ Union Meeting for Lesson 
Study, every Tuesday evening, in the chapel of the First Baptist Church, 
Central Square. Conducted by the Rev. R. R. Meredith, of Boston. 

Chicago: Union Meeting for Lesson Study every Saturday, at noon, in 
Farwell Hall. Also, Normal Class every Saturday, at ll A. M., in Far- 
well Hall, conducted by B. F. Jacobs. Primary Class Teachers’ Meet- 
ing every Saturday at 2 P. M., in Bible Work Room, Y. M. C, A. Build 
ing. Superintendents’ Meeting and Sociable, seeond Tuesday of every 
month, at Mr. Moody’s Church. South Side Teachers’ Meeting, fourth 
Tuesday evening of the month, at Trinity M. E. Church. West Side 
Teachers’ Meeting, third Tuesday evening of the month, at Union Park 
Congregational Church. Teachers’ Library and Reading Room, at 150 
Madison Street. 

Cincinnati, O., Primary Class Teachers’ Meeting every Saturday at 
3P.M., in the Y. M. OC. A. Hall. Union Meeting for Lesson Study 
every Saturday, at 3.45 P. M., in the Y. M. C, A. Hall. 

Cleveland, O., Union Meeting for Lesson Study every Saturday, from 12 
to 12.45 P, M. in the Chapel of the Young Men’s Christian Association. 
Conducted by the Rev. Francis A. Horton. 

Columbus, O., Bible Class for Lesson Stady meets in the Y. M. C. A. 
Parlor every Tuesday at 7.30 P. M. 


Detroit, Mich., Union Meeting for Lesson Study, every Saturday even- 
ing, in the Y. M. C. A. Hall. Led by the Rev. Dr. A. T. Pierson. 


Elizabeth, N. J., Union Meeting for Lesson Study, every Saturday, at 
7.45 P. M., in the lecture room of the Second Presbyterian Church, 


Halifax, N. 8., Union Meeting for International Lesson Study every Sat- 
urday, at 8 P. M., in the Class-room Y. M. C, A. Hall. 

Harrisburg, Pa., Union Meeting for Lesson Study every Thursday even- 
ing in the Y. M. C. A. Rooms. 

Hartford, Conn., Normal Class of the Hartford Sunday-school Union 
the second Friday of each month. Also, Union Meeting for Lesson 
Study, every Saturday afternoon, in the parlors of the Centre Church 
Conducted by Mrs. 8. Dryden Phelps. 


Indianapolis, Ind., Union Meeting for Lesson Study every Saturday at 
noon, Training class for Christian Workers every Tuesday evening. 
Both inthe Y. M. C. A. Chapel, and both conducted by Mr. C. P. Jacobs. 

Ingersoll, Ontario: Union Meeting for Lesson Study, every Monday 
evening, at 8o0’clock, at W. H. Howells’s Gallery. Conducted by the 
Rev. John McEwen. 

Louisville, Ky., Union Meeting for Lesson Study, every Saturday, at 
5 P. M., in the Y. M. C. A. Rooms, 

Manchester, N. H., Union Meeting (Bethany Normal Class) for Lesson 
Study, on the second and fourth Monday evenings of the month, at the 
Y. M. C. A. rooms, Conducted by John G. Lane. 

Morenci, Mich., Union Meeting for Lesson Study, every Friday at 
8 P.M. Conducted by Mr. C. M. Ranger. 


Newark, N. J., Union Meeting for Lesson Study, every Saturday at 
4P. M., in the Clinton Street Congregational Church. 

New Haven, Conn., Union Meeting for Lesson Study, every Saturday, at 
4P. M., in the Y. M. C. A. Rooms 325 Chapel Street. 


New York, N. Y., Primary Teachers’ Meeting every Saturday at 3 P. M. 
in the Y. M.C. A, lecture-room. Union Meeting for Lesson Study 
every Thursday, at 4.30 P. M.,in the chapel of the Rev. Dr. Howard 
Crosby’s church; conducted by Mr. Ralph Wells. Superintendents’ 
Class every Tuesday, at 4 P. M., in the Fulton Street Chapel, conducted 
by the Rev. A. F. Schanfller. 

Philadelphia, Union Meeting for Lesson Study, every Thursday evening 
and at noon every Saturday, in the Y. M.C. A. Hall, corner of Fifteenth 
and Chestnut Streets. Also, Normal Class for Lesson Study, every 
Monday at 8 P. M. in the Assembly Room, 1334 Chestnut Street. Con- 
ducted by the Rey. J A. Worden. 


Pittsburg, Pa., Union Meeting for Lesson Study every Saturday at noon 
in the Y. M. C. A. Rooms, No, 33 Fifth Avenue. 

Poughkeepsie, N. Y., Union Meeting for Lesson Study, every Monday, 
at8 P. M., in the Y. M. C. A. Rooms. 

St. Louis, Union Meeting for Lesson Study every Saturday at noon, in the 
Y. M. C. A. Rooms, 704 Olive Street, conducted by various ministers, 

St. Paul, Minn., Union Bible Students’ Class for the study of the Interna- 


tional Lessons, every Saturday, at 4.30 P. M., in the Y. M. C. A. Rooms, 
Conducted by the Rev. David R. Breed. 





Syracuse, N. Y., Union Meeting for Lesson Study, every Saturday at 
4P.M.,in the Y. M. C, A. Hall. 


Toronto, Can., Teachers’ Union Meeting for International Lesson Study 
every Saturday, in the Y. M.C. A. Parlor, from 4 to 5 o’clock P. M. 
Led by the Hon. Vice-Chancellor Blake. Normal Class every Friday 
evening, in the Y. M.C. A. Parlor. Conducted by Mr. James Hughes. 


Troy, N. Y., Union Meeting for Lesson Study, every Tuesday evening in 
the State Street Methodist Episcopal Church. Conducted by the Rev. 
George J. Brown. 


Washington, D. C., Union Meeting for Lesson Study, every Saturday, at 
6 P. M., in the Y. M.C. A. Chapel. 


Westwood, Ohio, Union meeting for Lesson Study, every Saturday, at 
8 P. M., in the Y. M. C. A. parlor. 


Williamsport, Pa., Union Meeting for Lesson Study every Saturday, at 
7% P. M., in the Y. M. C. A. Rooms. 


FOREIGN SUNDAY-SCHOOL ASSOCIATION, 


The February meeting of the Foreign Sunday-school 
Association drew out an increased amount of interest in 
the work of the Association at home and abroad. 

SPAIN AND SOUTH AMERICA. 

The Spanish Committee received a letter from Mr. H. 
Fliedner, at Madrid. An interesting custom was intro- 
duced into the Sunday-school there last Christmas. Lit- 
tle pamphlets were printed, giving the various prophecies 
concerning Christ in the Old Testament, with their fulfill- 
ments in the New. Some few Sundays before Christmas 
the children began reciting these verses; and when the 
time came for their Christmas tree, every child who cited 
a prophecy well was allowed to light a taper on the tree, 
representing in this way the increasing light, the growing 
knowledge of Jesus Christ, till his coming; and the 
brightness of the Christmas tree outshines every light 
that was there before. This method is an invention of 
the celebrated Mr. Wickern, in Hamburg, makes an 
agreeable variety in the common course of Sunday-school 
lessons, and gives the children a deep impression of the 
great privileges we enjoy by the coming of Christ. 
Papers and tracts were sent at Christmas time to about 
thirty Sunday-schools, scattered all over Spain. 

The Rey. Fritz Fliedner writes that pastor Ruet, who 
has preached the gospel of peace to his Spanish brethren, 
without interruption, for twenty years, has just died of 
typhus-fever; his loss to the evangelical cause in Spain is 
a great one. The Rev. Thomas L. Gulick speaks of the 
yearly fiesta dei Pilar which brings crowds of visitors to 
Zaragoza, and the city is full of shows, buil-fights, fire- 
works, and other excitements. During this time four 
colporteurs were occupied in selling Bibles and religious 
books, meetings were held every night for eight days in 
succession, and a number of strangers heard the truth. 
The young men of the recently organized Young Men’s 
Christian Association took an active part in the work, 
and conducted four of the meetings. One Sunday after- 
noon, a8 a number of them were leaving the Sunday- 
school, a priest came along, carrying the “ viaticum,” to 
avoid meeting them. They stepped back just within the 
threshold of the door; but as he came by he looked at 
them fiercely, and ordered them to take off their hats. As 
they did not obey, he repeated his order with great excite- 
ment, till one of them finally said, ““We don’t interfere 
with you; go your way, we are in our own house.” The 
infuriated priest turned to a policeman at his side, and 
said, “ You must see that they are brought to justice for 
insulting me.” He went on, accompanied by the police, 
and the men went home. Shortly after, the policeman 
came, and said they had been guilty of a grave crime, and 
would be reported. As nothing more has been done, 
perhaps the priest concluded that he would gain nothing 
by going to law. Mr. Robert Stuart, of Lisbon, writes of 
a new building for church work, with large rooms for 
schools ; and forty-four girls and fifty-four boys are under 
instruction, their parents being most anxious for a good 
and scriptural education for them. Manrique Alonzo, 
of Seville, has two Sunday-schools, attended by about 
seventy scholars, whose parents are also becoming much 
interested in Sunday-school work. At Campinas, Brazil, 
great good is being done by the circulation of the Scrip- 
tures and of the Spanish Sunday-school paper. At Cas- 
tello a school of 150 children, under the care of Antonio 
Martine, had a festival recently, at which, in addition to 
the children, 150 adults were present. 

ITALY, 


Signor Lagomassini, of Florence, writes of the desire 
many parents have to enter the Sunday-school as pupils. 
B. Brachetto, of the Free Church of Naples, has thirty-five 
new pupils in his Sunday-schools, and needs new papers, 
maps, and cards, which will be supplied by money sent 
from the society. Giovanni Santucci has distributed 100 
copies of the Amico in Poggio, Mirteto, and surrounding 
villages. Giuseppe Musmecci speaks of severe persecu- 
tions which he is now undergoing from enemies to the 
evangelical faith, in Catania, Sicily. Signor G. Marti- 
nelli is hindered in his work in Rimini, where he has 





Pov pare 


aR gR a REA IMME ALI E 


APOE SPITE Pm Nem FERRER MRM ae SACRE DIE 








iene 
a a a all 


ee 


March 1, 1879.) 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES. 


, 139 








two small schools, by the fearful infidelity, the reaction 
from Romanism prevalent among the people. In Rome 
two new Methodist schools have begun operations, one 
numbers thirty-four, the other forty-five scholars. Pierre 


Luquet has opened a new school at Marota, on the gulf | 


shore ; this proves to be a promising center of evangeli- 
zation, and has a Sunday-school of thirty-six scholars. 
Mr. Edward Clark is in charge of the Sunday-school at 
Spezia, and writes that it now numbers 100 pupils. 


GERMANY. 


Agnes Willows, of Altenberg, has been obliged to give 


up her Sunday-school. She was engaged in this work in 
Meldorf, and desires to commence a school at Altenberg. 
Miss Rosenthal, of Elberfeld,with the assistance of only two 
young lady-teachers, who were formerly her pupils, carries 
on a Sunday-school of two hundred scholars. The death 
has just occurred of one young girl who first learned of 
Christin the Sunday-school. It was a triumphant ending ; 
and the girl’s father, who was formerly a miserable 
drunkard, was converted by the Christian patience with 
which she bore her sufferings. Mrs. Gouler, of Reus, 
tells how the Sunday-school children sing their choruses 
learned in the school, at the regular church services, 
which is at the same time a great improvement and a 
great innovation. Frau Clausen writes from Placknitz, 
near Liepsic, of the great blessing attendant upon her 
effort to form a Sunday-schoolin thatplace. On the first 
Sunday in Advent two hundred children came ; and the ac- 
commodations proving too small, the hotel-keeper offered 
ahall forthe purpose. Four hundred children came at once, 
and ten theological students. The Christmas exercises 
were most successful. At present the numbers are not 
quite so large, as secular school-teachers and the news- 
papers are opposed to the work. The Society has recently 
begun acorrespondence with Iceland, and the first letter 
ever received from that country was read on this occasion. 
It comes from Mr. John Armason, of Rey Balik. In the 
northern part of Iceland Mr. Armason thinks there 
would be no occasion for Sunday-schools, on account of 
sparseness of population ; but in the cities and merchant 
towns he thinks their introduction would be most bene- 
ficial, and he stands ready to do the work if the Foreign 
Sunday-school Association can furnish the means. He 
thinks the Bishop would also approve of the work. 
Mr. Armason is secretary to the Bishop, and librarian of 
the college at Reyjavik. 
FRANCE. 

A letter from Julien Saintor, of La Gareme de Cheney, 
says, at the close of last summer there was held a grand 
fete of the schools which I direct. Six schools united in 
the festivities, which were most enjoyable to the elders 
also, many of whom could remember when the scattered 
faithful of the church in Poiteux lived without churches, 
and came from many places to listen to the word of God. 
Each of the schools has now a library. The names of 
the schools are as follows: Cheney, Courgé, Jassay, 
Bagnault, Brieul, and Veillé. Pastor Bergerer, of La 
Motte, St. Héreye, has a school arranged according to the 
class system ; he is studying English in order to get the 
benefits of. the Sunday-school helps from America. 
Several letters were received from Belgium relative to 
the formation of a Sunday-school Union in that country. 
News came of several small but important schools at La 
Motho, Vendee, St. Denis, and Garonne. 


The general news from Japan is encouraging. Miss 
McNeal wants illustrated lesson-leaves to use in her Bible 
class. Miss Wilson has received the box of books sent 
by the Society. 

A letter from Russia speaks of a convert of Lord 
Radstock who is doing good work, and holding private 
meetings at his house. 

The usual appropriations were voted at the close of the 
meeting. 

SUNDA Y-SCHOOLS. 

—The membership of the Sunday-school of the Pilgrim 
Chapel, Brooklyn, N. Y., on January 1, 1879, was as 
follows: Officers and teachers, 66; adult scholars, 138; 
children, 451; in infant class,. 293: total, 948. The 
average attendance is 674. 

—The Sunday-school of the Broadway Tabernacle, 
Louisville, Ky., is under the superintendency of Mr. H. V. 
Loving, and Mrs. John A. Miller (Faith Latimer) 
conducts the primary department. A new Sunday-school 
room is soon hoped for. The whole work of the church 
is subdivided into eight geographical districts, each 
under the care of an elder. A monthly paper entitled 
The Tabernacle Messenger is devoted to the Sunday-school 
and other work of the church. 


—The sixty-fourth anniversary of the Sunday-school of 
the Shepard Congregational Church, Cambridge, Mass., 








was held on Sunday, Feb. 9. The school has 352 mem- 
bers. In the library are about seven hundred volumes; 
over $500 has been contributed by the school toward 
paying the church debt; and the receipts during the year 
were $528.94. The officers of the school are: Mr. C. F. 
Stratton, superintendent ; Mr. George W. Cushman, secre- 
tary; Mr. L. R. Pearson, librarian. The Rev. Alexander 
McKenzie, the pastor of the church, is teacher of the 
students’ class, and there are thirty-four other teachers in 
the school. 


—The third anniversary of the Sunday-school of Faith 
Chapel, of the First Presbyterian Church, Baltimore, was 
held on February 6. The school has done a good and 
increasing work in a needy part of the city; it owns a 
building; and out of it has grown a church organization 
under a regular pastor. The historical sketch read at the 
anniversary says: “To-night we hold our third anniver- 
sary, with a roll of 40 teachers and 1,040 scholars in the 
Sunday-school; with preaching twice every Sunday to 
large and attentive audiences ; a young men’s prayer- 
meeting every Wednesday, just started ; a ladies’ prayer- 
meeting every Thursday; a mothers’ meeting every 
Friday, that began with eleven, but now has forty in 
attendance; a weekly church prayer-meeting every 
Friday, with a growing attendance of over one hundred, 
followed by a teachers’-meeting for the study of the lesson, 
with an attendance often over forty; a sewing-school on 
Saturday, that began with fifty, and now has two hundred 
scholars ; and a reading-room for young men, open every 
night. And now at the end of our third year we find 
ourselves again greatly straitened for room, and trust the 
way will be opened for the enlargement of our building, 
by an extension that will provide for the accommodation 
of our large and growing infant-class, on the same floor 
with the main room, in the rear of the pulpit. With the 
exception of the superintendent and assistant superin- 
tendent, who are those originally elected, the various 
offices of the school are filled by those who have come 
into the work from this section, and out of the forty 
teachers but twelve now come over from the First Church.” 
The pastor is the Rev. John P. Campbell; the superinten- 
dent, Mr. John V. L. Graham. 


EVANGELISM. 


—Mr. George C. Needham, assisted by Mr. Cato, began 
a series of evangelistic services in the First Presbyterian 
Church, Indianapolis, on Sunday, February 9. An after- 
meeting was held, also a Bible-reading in the afternoon. 
In the evening a service was held at the opera-house, 
when Dr. Munhall preached. During the succeeding 
week several daily meetings were held in the Young 
Men’s Christian Association rooms and elsewhere. 


—Concerning Mr. Pentecost’s work in Chicago, The 
Advance says: “‘ This is the fourth week of Dr. Pentecost 
in Chicago. He has preached every evening, Saturdays 
excepted, in the First Congregational Church. For two 
weeks he gave a ‘ Bible lecture,’ really a sermon, each 
day, in the same place at3 P.M. Since then he has been 
giving a daily ‘ Bible lecture’ at the same hour in the 
Union Park Church. For three weeks he conducted the 
daily Noon Prayer Meeting in Farwell Hall. Very 
large audiences have attended all these meetings. The 


the Rev. Llewellyn D. Bevan, of New York, on the Book 
of Acts. 

—A missionary of the American Sunday School Union 
in Iowa, writing to a gentleman in New York, who con- 
tributes largely to his support, says: “I have been en- 
gaged in a series of meetings of special interest at Newell, 
spending some ten days in labor, in aid of pastor and 
people: also, by request, at Cherokee among the young 
people, about twenty-four of whom, up to the time of 
my coming away, had testified to a new hope in Christ, 
most of them being connected with the Sunday-school. 
I am about to go into the neighborhood of East Eden 
for special work, if Providence opens the way; for I do 
not believe in forcing it.” 


—A Brooklyn correspondent sends a few corrections 
relating to recent reports, in these columns, of the meet- 
ings of the Foreign Sunday-school Association: “In the 
issue of January 4, Dr. Schoenfeld is spoken of as being 
an active member of the church in Charleroi, Belgium. 
He was, in the early days of the church, an officer in it 
but has been dead for years. The scholars in the Sun- 
day-school there number 200, not 250. In the issue of 
January 25, the Sunday-school at Tharsis is spoken of as 
having 75 scholars, instead of 26, the correct number. 
The adult meetings are not well attended. Mr. Carlyle 
(not Carlile), at Minas de Rio Tinto, has a school of about 
75 instead of 26.” 


—The Sunday School Times of February 10, 1877, 
contained the following item: “Mention was made some 
months ago, in The Sunday School Times, of a little boy 
in Connecticut, then recently deceased, who put some 
‘beautiful verses about God’ into his missionary box with 
his money, because he ‘wanted the heathen to have them 
too:’... and also that “a lady connected with the 
Southern Baptist Mission in China carried out the little 
boy’s request by translating the verses into Chinese.” 
The Child’s Paper for October, 1878, Vol. [X., No. 6, an 
illustrated little magazine of 16 pages, in a yellow cover, 
having ten woodcuts, and published in Chinese, at 
Shanghai, Peking, Canton, Pau Ling Foo, and San Fran- 
cisco, contains these verses rendered into Chinese poetry, 
and set to music composed for them by the wife of the 
missionary, the Rev. John L. Nevius, of Chefoo, which 
city’s name the tune bears; also, the story of “the little 
boy that died,” by Mrs. J. L. Holmes, the missionary 
who saw the original story, and who, touched by it, sent 
to the secretary of the Bible Society for the verses, whose 
translation she secured. She writes that “the little boy’s 
verses are now sung in our schools in Tungchow, and 
Chefoo, and I know not by how many beside.” The 
tune is pronounced very sweet and appropriate. Mrs. 
Holmes’s story in the Child’s Paper has been translated 
into English by 8S. Wells Williams, LL.D., for forty 
years a missionary of the A. B. C. F. M. in China, and 
now professor in Yale College. 

—The Publishers’ Weekly says of the late Edward H. 
Cushing, of Houston, Texas : “ Mr. Cushing was born at 
Royalton, Vt., June 11, 1829, graduated at Dartmouth 
College, New Hampshire, in June, 1850, and, almost 
immediately after his collegiate course was finished, went to 
Texas. As early as September of that year he took up a 
school at Galveston; and from that time to the end of his 


vast audience-room in the First Congregational Church | life he continued to be a public teacher in Texas, either 


at the evening services has been filled, often crowded to | 


the pulpit stairs. The inquiry meeting following each of 
these services has been largely attended. The interest is 
manifestly deepening. Dr. Pentecost’s preaching is 
always interesting and convincing, and is sometimes 
exceedingly impressive. It is intensely evangelical. His 
apprehension of why man needs to be saved, what it is to be 
saved, and how we are to be saved, if saved at all, is most 
clear ; and his way of answering these supreme questions, 
which press upon every one’s life, is natural, bold, simple, 
reasonable, and vigorous. His manner is both winning 
and persuasive. There is a constant avoidance of any 
devices in the least ‘sensational.’ The preaching is 
intellectual rather than emotional, making its appeal 
directly to the common sense and the conscience of all 
reasonable men. In his explanations of Scripture there 
are some eminently good points. There is nothing of the 
skip-and-hop style of some ‘ Bible readings.’ 
usually a happy combination of the textual and the top- 


ing personal wants.” 


GENERAL. 
—The last monthly lecture before the Brooklyn Sun- 
day-school Union was delivered on Monday, February 10, 
in the Hanson Place Methodist Episcopal Church, by 


in the school-room, as a journalist—in which profession he 
long occupied a prominent place—or as an active and 
intelligent bookseller. He taught school at Galveston, 
and subsequently at Brazoria until 1853, when he took 
editorial charge of the Columbian Democrat, at Columbia, 
Brazoria Co.; and three years later he edited and pub- 
lished the Houston Telegraph, which owes to his labors 
its prominence. At the close of the war he engaged in 
the book trade in Houston and Galveston, dealing chiefly 
in school-books, and winning for himself the reputation 
of a patron and promoter of learning and letters. It is 
said of him that ‘there is scarcely a scholar in Texas who 











There is | 


thas not enjoyed his friendship, and not a writer who has 


| not received his hearty and substantial encouragement, 
|and in the entire South the republic of letters did not 
| have a more earnest, active, and able member. 
| relation of life Mr. Cushing was distinguished, and, while 


In every 


he was well qualified to be a leader among men, he was 


| none the less a sympathetic and true friend, an entertain- 
ical, a clear sense of the general scope of Scripture reve- | 
| lation, with the closer view of the immediate connection, 
and a quick skill in the application of the truth to exist- | 


ing and instructive companion, a sterling man, an excel- 


| lent citizen, and a Christian gentleman.’ ” 


PERSONAL. 
—The Rev. Dr. J. Munro Gibson has closed his lec- 


| tures on the book of Genesis, delivered in Farwell Hall, 
| Chicago. 


They are to be published in a volume. 
—Mr. Henry R. Clissold, of Chicago, well known to 


' many Sunday-school workers in that state, has accepted 
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an appointment as Sunday-school mis- 
sionary for Illinois, under the American 
Baptist Publication Society. He enters 
upon these duties March 1. 


—Bishop John C. Keener, of the Metho- 
dist Episcopal church, South, has three 
sons in the ministry of the same church. 
Samuel Keener, the youngest of the three, 
was admitted on trial at a recent session 
of the Louisiana Conference. The Rev. 
Christian Keener is the presiding elder of 
the Alexandria District, Louisiana Con- 
ference ; and the Rev. John A, Keener is 
a member of the Alabama Conference, 
stationed at Guanes. 


BOOKS AND WRITE RS. 


THE MARCH MAGAZINES. 

The magazines hardly possess their usual 
interest this month. Scribner’s and Sunday 
Afternoon take the lead in literary interest; 
and the pictures in Harper’s possess much 
attractiveness, being finer than have hitherto 
appeared in any issue of that magazine. We 
note below some of the chief contributions in 
the several periodicals——In Scribner's, 
Mr. R. R. Bowker offers a foretaste of sum- 
mer pleasures by an article on A College 
Camp at Lake George, which is accompanied 
by fine landscape illustrations. Mr. R. G. 
Hatfield presents a somewhat ingenious argu- 
ment to show that the old mill at Newport, 
R. I., is the remains of a baptistery; and he 
illustrates his argument by various views, and 
by a suggested restoration of the structure. 
Kate V. Smith describes some of the biblio- 
graphical treasures bequeathed to the Harvard 
library by the late Senator Sumner. Edward 
Eggleston writes some interesting reminis- 
cences of western schoobkmasters and school 
life. Mr. Eastlake, the English authority on 
household decoration, presents an essay on 
taste, considered in its general rather than its 
special bearings. The magazine contains four 
poems on Bayard Taylor, of which Paul 
H. Hayne’s is fine-——-Sunday Afternoon 
begins with an attractive and helpful story, 
One of the Congregation, by Octave Thanet. 
An Hour with Gwendolyn, by Miss Phelps, 
is an excellent conversation, between two 
girls and a man, sitting in the moonlight, on 
the general subject of George Eliot’s writings, 
and particularly of Gwendolen Harleth. The 
constant misprint of Gwendolyn for Gwendolen 
is curious. A pointed essay on Ministerial 
Backsheesh, by Horace Bumstead, draws the 
moral that ministers should treat others, and 
be treated by them, in accordance with the 
ordinary laws of social courtesy.——The open- 
ing article in Harper’s is an essay, very fully 
and finely illustrated, on the American art of 
to-day, and its tendencies. The writer notes 
its changing conditions, and predicts steady 
growth in the future. The fac-similes of 
paintings are nearly all satisfactory. An 
article on seabirds will be interesting to all 
lovers of natural history. Mr. Charles 
Barnard, in an illustrated paper, makes clear 
the superiority of American locomotives over 
English——-A Day with Hudson’s Bay Dog 
Sledges, in Lippincott’s, is an interesting 
article on a comparatively unfamiliar theme. 
Its records of the hardships of the sledge-dogs 
are heartrending, and quite suggest the need 
of the establishment of governmental societies 
for the prevention of cruelty to animals. 
Mr. Edward King concludes his interesting 
reminiscences of recent observations of Hun- 
garian life. The anonymous story entitled 
Narcissus is thoroughly bad in moral tone, 
and we are surprised that it should have been 
admitted to so respectable a magazine. An 
article on the fine ceramic display at the Paris 
Exposition is fully illustrated, and written 
with the general field in view.——In The 
Atlantic Mr. Howells concludes his pure and 
attractive story, The Lady of the Aroostook. 
The termination is hardly so good as what 
has gone before ; being written as though the 
author had wearied of his work. Mark 
Twain’s Great Revolution in Pitcairn is very 
poor fun-making, founded on Admiral de 
Horsey’s account of his last year’s visit to 








Pitcairn Island. Mr. Longfellow’s poem, 
The Chamber over the Gate, is fine. Our great 
poet is still strongest, when, as in this instance, 
he keeps nearest to the great human heart. 
Mr. Whittier writes two sonnets on Bayard 
Taylor, and along poem called The Land- 
marks, a plea for the preservation of the Old 
South, Boston, following the example of the 
late saving from fire of the old Episcopal 
Church in Marblehead. The poem is strong 
and effective, but a little marred by one or 
two rough rhymes.——The National Reposi- 
tory opens with an article on Cyprus, by 
W. H. Larabee, quite prettily illustrated with 
cuts from Cesnola’s Cyprus and other recent 
sources. The substance of the article is a 
very good, but rather dry, compilation from 
the more prominent works of the abundant 
literature on the subject. Among the errors 
perpetuated is one in the opening of the 
article which originated in the desire to give 
Mrs. A. Batson Joyner’s work a freshness 
and value which it does not possess, by stat- 
ing that Franz von Loher’s visit to Cyprus 
took place in 1877, instead of in the spring of 
1875 as it really did, before General Di 
Cesnola’s Curium discoveries were made.—— 
The three chief articles in Frank Leslie’s 
Sunday Magazine are Dr. Alfred H. Guern- 
sey’s biographical paper on Joan of Arc; 
Mr. H. L. Stanley’s sketch of Henry of 
Navarre and his mother; and Mr. Byron 
A. Brooks’s account of “The Island World of 
the Pacific;’ in which he speaks of their 
peoples and customs, and of missionary work 
in them. 


PUBLICATIONS RECEIVED. 


Practical Theology: A Manual for Theological 
Students. By Prof. J. J. Van Oosterzee. D.D. 
Translated and adapted to the use of English 
readers by Maurice J. Evans, B. A. 8vo, cloth 
pp xvi, #20. New York: Charles Scribner's Sons, 

rice, $3.50. 


The Congregational Year Book, 1879. 8vo, boards, 
pp. 252. Bosion: Congregational’ Publishing Society. 
Price, 75 cents, 





Voices from Baby'on ; or, The Records of Daniel the 
Prophet. By Jusevb A.Seiss, D.D. l6mo, cloth, pp. 
391. Philadelphia: Porter & Coates. Price, $1.50. 


The Biblical Museum. By JamesComper Gray. Vol. 
lll. of the Old aarament Joshua—2 Samuel. 
12mo, cloth, pp. New York; Anson D. F. 
Randolph & Co. , ~®, $1.25 


How a Child may Come to Christ. By John E. Todd. 
48mo0, cloth, pp. 52. Thesame. Price, 25 cents. 


The Communion of Saints. 32mo, cloth, pp. 114. The 
same. Price, 35 cents. 


“*Geging | the Catechism " Seventy-five Years S60, and 
the Historical Results. By Dorus Clarke, D.D, Sq. 
16mo, paper, pp. 46. Boston: Lee & She epard. 
Firebrands: A Temperance Tale. ay Julla pete 
Wright. 16mo, cloth, pp. 357. New York: Na- 

tional Temperance Society. Price, $1. all 


BUSINESS DEPARTMENT. 


A correct statement of the circulation of 
The Sunday School Times is given each week. 
The regular edition this week is 27,900 copies. 
Advertisers are free to examine the subscrip- 
tion list at any time. Uniform advertising 
rate for ordinary advertisements 15 cents per 
agate line for each and and every insertion. 


“The Prayer Meeting and its Improve- 
ment.” Third edition. Price, $1.25. 
W. G. Holmes, publisher, Chicago. Send 
for it. 





FrEEe.—The Labor of Love and Food 
for the Lambs to any Sunday-school 
superintendent THREE MONTHS, Send 
your name to the publisher, Edwin A. 
Wilson, Springfield, Illinois, 


ARM CHAIR-DESKS, and book-rests, cheap, | per 
but unique and handy, and convenient in 
house or office, are made extensively in 
Lansing, Michigan, by a firm whose adver- 
tisement appears in this paper. 


Coucus.—“Brown’s Bronchial Troches” 
will allay irritation which induces cough- 
ing, giving oftentimes immediate relief in 
Bronchitis, Influenza, Hoarseness, and 
Consumptive and Asthmatic Complaints. 
25c. a box. 


SPECIAL NOTICES. 


ene Book < ot Ob for children. Over 
Trav t. Lee & Walker, 1113 
Sheen's treet. Philadelys 


SARATOGA SPRINGS IN WINTER. Drs.  Strong’s 
Rem: Institute has Turkish, Russian, Hydro- 

pathic and Electric Equalizer and other vala- 
Ble facilities for treating eevous, Lane, and 
other diseases. Prices reduced. Send forcircular, 


If persons who have religious newspapers, hooky. or 
tracts to give away y* communicate with T. F. 
Wurts, Atlantic City, N. J. 4 will learn of deati- 
tute localities in the West =e such 
literature may bei he Roath as = saving souls. 








SPECIAL NOTICES, 


W.H. McCollin, late of the Institution for the Blind 
ving entertainments for whe benefit o 
throughout this city has tes 
from ye | Stevens, Mark Twain, J Sane 
Ludiow, and a host of other prominent citizens. The 
entertainments given byhim are full of lifeand humor. 
His terms are very liberal. siving one-halt of the re- 
ceipts to the Sunday-school. For further information 
address him at the Institution of the Blind, Philadel- 
phia, Penna. 





WILBOorR's Cop-Liver ‘Om AND Lium.—Persons who 
have been tak Cod-Liver Oil will be pleased to 
learn that Dr. WI ilbor has succeeded, from directions of 
several professional gentlemen, in combining | the pure 
Oll and Lime in such a manner that it is pleasant to 
the taste, and its effects in Lung complaints are truly 
wonderful. wey many rsons whose cases were 
Sg py hopeless, and who had taken the clear 

il for a long time without marked effect, have been 
entirely cured by using this preparation. Be oF and 
get the genuine. Manufactured ony by A. B. WiL- 
BOR, Chemist, Boston. Sold by all druggists. 


PRIZE QUESTION BOOKS.—The Crncregational 
Publishing Society offer two Prizes for the best Ques- 
tion or Hand pee the International 8.8. Lessons 
for 1880, na rz: A prize of “Two Hundred and 
Fifty Dollars” for the best book for scholars under 
twelve years of age, and aprize of “Two Hundred 
and Fifty Dollars’ for the best book for scholars 
over twelve years of age. Each book should not 


exceed two hundred pages of three hundred 
words each. The accepted manuscript is to be 
the property of the Society, bein id for by the 


prize. Judges outside the Boar Managers will 
make the award, and they may reject any or all 
manuscripts, if no one seems worthy. The manu- 
script of the lessons for the first quarter must be ready 
for the pow. and forwarded to the Congregational 
Publishing Society for poopy «4 befere April 
#0. The award will be made upon this manuscript as 
a specimen, and the remaining | three-quarters of the 
book must be completed to the satisfaction of the 
ee Each manuscript must have a fictitious name, 

& letter accompanying it containing the true 
name of the author, to be o —% after the prize is 


awarded. . P. SmiTH, Agent. 
Boston, Feb. 18, 1879. 


== PHILADELPHIA NORMAL CLASS m 
Pay | Monday gvemenense clock, in the se 
terian Board of Pu 





the Presbyte Publication, 1 
eS Street. Leader, Rev. J. A. orden. 
superintendents, officers, and teachers, and those = 
pecting to be t 8 are W 











Charles Scribner's | Sons, 743 Broadway, N. Y. z 
Library numbers, \ Van Everen, 191 Fulton St, N. a 











JUSTER'S" BON MARCHE” for Millinery & 
C / Goods, 43 N. &th Street. Phila. 7 Millinery @ Fang 
A. O.Van Lennep, Montclair, N. J.—Exhibitions, Lec- 
tures, Museum; for Conventions, 8.8. and Y.M.C. A. 
ReVSLLe Classified reference catalogue of 8. 8 
envnlies free to any address. F. H. Revell. Chicago. 
NARRIGUES BROS.,.Phila., Pa., 5. 5S. Supplies. 
G ‘New Catalogue tree. a 
ic Views, for S.S. Teachers, 
JERUSALEM. i. me 20 cts.; dozen, $2.25. 
Catalogue, 3cts. A.O. Van Lennep, Moni r, N. J. 
END tor Catalogue of Sunday-school Books 


Papers published by the American Sun Sch 
Union. No. iz Gneatuat Street. Purieacionian 


-)\x TEACHERS’ BIBLE, 
( ) oan te Nealann & Sans. 42 Bleecker & &t.. N wv 
Read the NEW YORK SUN. 


























"Use “ Maize Flour Toilet Soap.” 
Rob’t Carter & Bros., Publishers, 530 Broadway, N. Y 
PEMAQUID, by MRS. PRENTISS, $1.75. 

SUNDAY AFTERNOON, Springfield, Mass. 

_ SUBSCRIBE | FOR LITTELL’S LIVING AGE. — 

Collins’ Paragraph Testament. 414 Broadway, N. Y 
~ WORCESTER’S DICTIONARY IS THE BEST. 

USE WALTER BAKER & = 00. *S CHOCOLATE, 


























SEND FOR CATALOGUES 

Cannel}. Petter. & Galvin. New Vork. 

APPLETONS JOURNAL.—Art Journal.— Popular 
Arience Monthly. The Best Advertising Mediums. 


ou ever saw, with name, 
SEED & Co., Nassau. N.Y 


10c. Plain or gold, 150 
Dll & Go. Hndenn N.Y. 











2 of the Prettiest Cards 

10c., post-paid. Gnot TR 
€ Fancy Cards with nam 
25 Fane Agent's outfit, 10c. 












THE HOLDER CONTAINS THE INWWES 350 
FOUNTAIN PEN SAVES 13 TIME. HOL DER FITS 
Stamp. Cireulare. HAWK ES, @ NASSAU N.Y. 
Hex TO SING. Any one can learn. Paper, 
Cloth, 75c. Address G. W. Crosby, Florence, NG = 


HA 
ANY PEN. Soe to $0 


END 10 cents to Prof. DREW, 97 Hanover Street, 

Baltimore, Md., and get his famous recipe, givin, 
full directions for "making his renowned, pure, an 
healthful Baking Powder. 





NEW AND BEAUTI 
FOR 


and po Ba Motto Reward Cards 
—Scripture Text Garde tpentionent Cards—Bible Verse 
Desire Oards—and Hymnal Cards. 


zACEES 1 list Ro AL CARDS 

8 FREE ony ae dress. inn H. BUFFORD’S 

Ne. Publishers ovelties in Fine Arta, 141 to 147 
Street, Boston, Mass. 





FOOD FOR LAMBS. 


For t Classes. Nothing su: or. Sim- 
le aa. See een Lanoah, E Weekly, 
Fine illustrations. 10 or are © copies, per year, 2% cents 


copy. 
EDWIN 4 A. WILSON, Springfield, Mlinois. 


~ LABOR OF LOVE. 


Get it for wae be -school. Monthly. Finely 
illustrated. Nothing trashy. 
ae | “4 } year, 16 cents a copy. 


WIN A. WILSON, Springfield, Tilinols. 


lic. AUTOGRAPH ALBUM. 


48 page book. Illustrated with 24 Scrolls, Ferns, and 
Motioes, in Colors, 15 cents each ; 6 for 60 cents, postage 
paid. Teachers, U can make your scholars happy 
with these albums. Boys and Girls, U can sell lots of 
Albums to your friends. Stam a. Please name 

. INGALILS, Lynn, M ass. 





paper. J. F. INGALIS, | 


The Story of F of English Literature. By Lucy Cecil White. 
rice, 
The bo times, Influence, and works of great 
authors. Pre in England with access to old 
Records and rare Manuscripts. No student can afford 
to be without it. wr tpaid on receipt of pao. 

D. LOTHROP & CO., Boston 


BOYS “and GIRLS, if you want to earn money 
send 10c., and 3c. stamp for Samples. 


Mention No. 1, Central Printing Co., St. Louis, Mo. 





In ordering anything advertised in this 
paper, you will oblige the publisher, as well 
as the advertiser, by stating that you saw the 
advertisement in The Sunday School Times. 





For Review Sunday ! 


The quarterly review chart and responsive 
review exercise contained in The Scholar’s 
Quarterly for the first quarter of 1879, have 
been printed in leaflet form (the two on one 
leaf) and will be mailed, without cost of post- 
age to the purchaser, at 75 cents per hundred 
copies. Address, 

JOHN D. WATTLES, Publisher, 
610 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 

Have you read “ PoMONA’s BRIDAL TRIP,” 
the latest 

“RUDDER GRANGE” STORY, 
in SCRIBNER for March, and “ Potts’s PAIN- 


LEss CURE,” EDWARD BELLAMY’s story in 
8c RIBNER for February? 


oR ‘TEN DOLLARS CASH we wil! insert a seven-line 
advertisement one week in a list of 269 weekly 


newspapers, or four lines in a different list of 337 papers, 
or ten lines two weeks in a choice of either of four sep- 
arate and distinct lists containing from 70 to 100 papers 


each, or four lines one week in all four of the small 
lists or one line one week ip all six lists combined, 
being more than 1,000 papers. We also have lists of 
papers by states throughout the United States and 
Canada. Send ten cents tor our 100-page pamphlet. 
Address, Georer P. RowELL & Co., Newspaper Ad- 
vertising Bureau, 10 Spruce St., New Yor«. 


AKE NOTICE.—Upon my return from Europe, 

1878, I advertised largely “ Beatty’s offer for this 
month: A beautiful piano, upright parlor organ, style 
1685, 13 stops. 2 knee swells, 3 sets reeds, weight boxed 
350 ponnds,; monopolist price about $340; MY PRICE 
ON So great was the demand, our men 
worked at Seteery till 10 P M. to fill orders. This un- 
paralleled offer is extended until further notice. To 
secure it, however, order now. New pianos, $125, $135, 
$145, and upward. New organs, $65 to $40. Pay A 
after testing instruments at YOUR OWN HOME 
Latest circulars free. Address DANIEL F. BEATTY, 
Washington, N. J. 


~ STAGES or FAITH. 


A Tract for Christians, by Ricn’p RANDOLPH, author 
of * Aspects of Humanity.’ »” Address the CENTRAL 
NEWS CoO., 507 Chestnut Street, Palladeiphia, Pa. 


ELEGANT PANEL CHROMO FREE. 


Best offer ever made. ‘Toobtain the nameofevery one 
ier in decorating pottery we wiil send 200 EM- 
BOSSED 8 with catalogue, for 15 cents, and & 
Lovei Panel Chromo, Free. Stamps taken. St. 
Nicholas Publishing Co., 80 Beekman St., New York. 


FRAMES & CHROMOS. 


Being the pubiishers of more pupular aud choice 
Chrowos than any house in America, we would call 
the attention of Agents and Dealers to our bmmense 
bmg of subjects in 15x21, 19x27, 22x30, 24x30, 24x54; 
also, 544x744 Sheet Chromos, 9x11 and 8xlvu Mounted 
Chromos, Floral, Reward, Motiv, and Business Cards, 
8iex2t Curomo Mottoes and Panels; also, Creyons, 
hngravings, and Picture Frames of all kinds. Our 
Chromos and Frames are so goud and so cheap, that 
dealers and agents can make money faster by their 
sale than at any other line of business, Send fur cata 
logues. J. LATHAM & CO., Art Publishers, 63 Nssex 
and 92 Chauncey Sis., Boston, Mass. 





Issued in Knglish and German. 
if you have 


A real Blackboard. 
The best thing of the kind ever issued. 
not “es Sooty ~y = bod to send ten cents for a sample 


eye: one dollar per quarter. 
wee ¥. SCHNEIDER, Cleveland, Ohio. 


A BEAUTIFUL PORTRAIT .°! 23 


made from a common photograph or other picture. 
Wewillsend full descriptions. price, etc., to any re liable 
man who will act as our agent. Tosuch a party we 
offer a permanent and profitable business of the i. 
respectability. Auvurn Copying Co., Auburn, N. Y. 


“Agents Wanted everywhere to sell 
to families, hotels, and large con. 
Is setae largest stuck in the — 


; quality and terms the 
Conntry slorekeepers “should call or write THE 
WELLSTEA CO.,201 Fultonst., N. Y., P.O. Box 2560. 


Guoversren, Mass., February 6, 1878, 


Eben. Shute, Es 

Dear Srr: We have used your Time 
Saving Library Record for two years, and believe it 
to be the quickest, the surest, and the best method now in 
use. There is no danger of giv ing out a book twice to 
the same scholar unless it is specially desired, and 
with one assistant our librarian says, 


ONE HUNDRED AND FIFTY | 





LIBRARY BOOKS 








IN SIX ennbabanedll 


| 
| | 
| CAN BE CHARGED | 


Yours trul 
¥}. H. HIGGINS, Supt. of 8. 8. 


The price of this Record is only one dollar and any 
cents. EBEN. SHUTE, Publisher, 52 Bromfield 8 


PRESTON, KEAN & CO., 


BANKERS, 
CHICAGO. 


Buy, sell, and exchange all issues of U.S 
Bonds. 

Full rates for Called Bonds. 

Four per cent’s constantly on hand. 

Deal in County, City, School, and State Bonds. 

Foreign Exchange. Letters of Credit. 


THE PENNSYLVANIA 

FIRE INSURANCE COMPANY, 

OF PHILADELPHIA, 

Capital, $490,000 ne ee ee ote, $1,704,461.28, 
Cap JOHN DEVEREUX, : 
WM. & CRO : 
JOHN L. THOMSON, set . 








¥ 


March 1, 1879.] 
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Bw Every Minister, Sunday-school Superintendent 
and Teacher should have 


THE GREAT 


BIBLE DICTIONARY. 


By William Smith. Unabridged, enlarged corrected. 
4 volumes, 3667 pages, with 596 illustrations. Price, 
in cloth, $26; sheep, $30; half morocco, $35; half 
Russia, $38; full morocco or full calf, $45; full Rus- 
sia or Levant, $50. 

No similar work in our own or in any other lan- 


guage is fur a moment to be compared with it.— 
Quarierly Review, London, 


There cannot well be two op'nions about the merits 
of Smith’s* Bible Dictionary.” What was, to begin 
with, the best book of its kind in our language, is now 
still better.— Prof. Roswell D. Hitchcock. 

ga No other edition of Smith's Bible Dictionary is 
nearly as full, complete, or accurate as this, which was 
edited by Pror. H. B. Hackett, D.D., and Pror. 
Ezra ABBoTT. Sold by all Booksellers, and by the 
Publishers, 


HOUGHTON, OSGOOD, & CO., Boston. 
UNIVERSAL DEMAND ! TREMENDOUS SALES ! 


THE MASQUEx"ORNWOFE.. 


Latest, Best, and Most Popular, 


Contains forty chapters, written in Dr. Talmage’s 
strungest descriptive powers,—speaking w.th graceful 
images and illustrative anecdotes, and are his best ef- 
forts in his enruest, aggressive warfare upon the “Foes 
of Society.” One jarge octavo vol. 500 pages, 12 illustra- 
tious. Price $#2.u0 Special terms to Agents. Adurcss, 

EVANS & CO., 76 East 9th Street, New York. 


Now Ready, Size 36 x 48 in., the 


Lords Prayer 


In large clear bold letters that can be easily 
read at from 40 to 60 feet, This is just what has 
been needed for every 8. S. and especially the 
Infant Class Room, and offered so cheap that every 
8 38. cau afford it. Don’t failto orderit. Sent pre- 
paid on receipt of price. 

Fine White Muslin, only.............. ......0. $1 00 
Mounted on Rollers and Varnished, only..... 1.50 
A. H, EILERS Publishing Co,, 
2938 Thomas St., St, Louis, Mo. 


N.B.—The "ec s Creed, same size and price, 
vende March Is} 





SEsSl 


ATTLEBORO: 





J. ESTEY & CO. 


BRATTLEBORO’, VT, 
aa SEND FOR ILLUSTRATED CATALOGUE.“@e 


The manufacture of these widely known instruments 
was begun in 1846, and American enterprise and skill 
have steadily developed this business until now it is 
the largest Reed Organ manufactory in the world. The 
unsolicited testimony of the most careful judges places 
the ESTEY ORGAN at the head of all others of its class. 
Send for the new illustrated catalogue. 


CHURCH ORGANS. 


OOK & HASTING 
BOSTON, MASS. 


Builders of the Grand Organ for the Cincinnati Music 
Hall; the powerful Centennial Organ; the great 
Organ in Plymouth Churcb, Brooklyn; and 
ot nearly 1,000 others for’ every part of 
the country. 


ESTABLISHED IN 1829. 


We invite attention to onr new styles of PARLOR 
OrGans (of pipes only), at prices varying from $300 to 
ne 000 and upwa 

MUSIC COMMITTEES, ORGANISTS, and others, 
are invited to “pply Ls us direct for all ‘information 
connected with ¢ 

DESCRI IPTIVE. CIRCULARS and specifications 
furnished on application. 





HOVEY & CO.’S ‘uae 


CATALOGUE 


Of Select Garden and Flower Seeds, 


Including Novelties and New Varietles, sent free. 
Seeds sent by maiito all parts of the United States 
and Canada, and guaranteed to reach purchasers. 
Established forty years. HOVEY & CO., 
16 South Market Street, Boston, Mass. 











Hi bee rANALIDS 


Has =F its way into ore places the world over, 
and Medical Journals and Physicians give it their 
approval. WOOLRICH &CO., on every label. 





In ordering anything advertised in this 
paper, you will oblige the publisher, as well 
as the advertiser, by stating that you saw the 
advertisement in The Sunday School Times. 





About The Scholars’ Quarterly. 


The circulation of The Scholars’ Quarterly is larger for this quarter than ever before, reaching 
150,000 copies. With its increased circulation the publisher has been enabled to make improve- 
ments in it, which otherwise could not have been afforded. The additional pages of familiar 
and appropriate music, together with the colored maps and other new features, have made it 
more helpful and popular than ever. Every one pronounces the book wonderfully cheap for 
what it furnishes. Will you not try it in your school? You can subscribe for only three months 
at a time, if you prefer it. Many superintendents who could not raise $25 at once for a hundred 
You will find 
your teachers and scholars willing to pay for a really good thing,—if they are once permitted to 
try it. Send seven cents for a specimen copy. Address 


JOHN D. WATTLES, Publisher, 610 Chestnut St., Philadelphia, Pa. 


Be Ready for the Coming Review 


And secure the best results from the study 


OF THE INTERNATIONAL BIBLE LESSONS 


By the aid of the following Special Review Helps 


FOR THE FIRST QUARTER OF 1879. 


THE SUPERINTENDENTS’ REVIEW PAPER provides all the help ne- 
cessary for a successful review, with an appropriate Order of Exercise, and 
special instructions on the Blackboard. It has also an excellent Model of the 
City of Jerusalem and its surroundings. Price, 2 Cents. 


THE SCHOLARS’ AND TEACHERS’ REVIEW PAPER has, besides the 


review studies, Responsive Opening and Closing Exercises from the Lessons 
and Golden Texts. 75 Cents per 100. 


THE LARGE REVIEW CHART, printed on sheets 5 feet wide and 3 1-2 


feet long, in large, bold letters that can be read from any part of the room. 
Only 25 cents. 


copies one year, have found that they can easily raise $6.25 every three months. 





Many superintendents have testified to the great benefit derived from the 
use of these helps. 


PUBLISHED AND FOR SALE BY 
THE AMERICAN SUNDAY SCHOOL UNION, 


1122 CHestnut SrrREeEtT, PHILADELPHIA. 
8 and 10 Bible House, New York ; 73 Randolph St. ee 207 North Sixth Street, St. Louis. 


VALUABLE WORKS FOR CLERGYMEN. 


A CRITICAL COMMENTARY. 


A Commentary, Critical, Experimental, and Practical, on the Old and New Testaments. By Drs. Jamieson 
Fausset, and Brown. With 16 Maps and Plans. 6vols. Royal 8vo. Extra Cloth, $15.00. 


edges, $18.00. 
SCOTT’S COMMENTARIES. 


SCOTT'S COMMENTARY ON THE BIBLE. Containtng the Old and New Testaments, according to the 
authorized version. With Notes, Observations, References, Indexes, etc. New edition. 3 vols. Royal 8vo 
Extra cloth, $9.00. COMMENTARY ON THE NEW TESTAMENT. Royal 8vo. Cloth, $3.00. 


BIBLE-TEXT CYCLOP_EDIA. 


A Complete Classification of Scripture Texts in the form of an Alphabetical List of Subjects. By Rev. James 
Inglis. New edition. Crown 8vo. Extra Cloth, $2.50. 


aay For sale by all Booksellers, or will be s°nt by mail, postpaid, upon receipt of the price, by 


4B. LIPPINCOTT & co., Publishers 715 & 717 Market St., Philad’a. 





Sheep, marbled 


become immensely popular, and is bound to have an extensive sale. 

It isa a ae and as such is not to be classed with the cheap charm or Gem 
Microsco No instrument has ever been offered at $1.00 equal to it. By its 
use you can see the living parasites on the body of a fly, or the scales on a buiter- 
fiy’s wing and thousands of other he nem things, but this is not all. 

"There are furnished with each instrum 


i00. BEAUTIFUL PICTURES, 


ja el an 


—.. are pictures of all the Presidents of the United States, copies of the best 

paintings in the count Also a large collection of mi‘ cellaneous views, com- 

prising pictures of Childhood, Love Scenes, Comic and Pathetic pictures, in fact 
or ra enough to suit all tastes. Taken all in all, it is as interesting as 


tereoscope with 100 Views. 





adjusting Se a ge a —_ my mirror D. 
ce, postage paid, wit) ctures all complete, $1.00. Money returned if 
not satisned. Circulars free. _— eo oes 
ress 


THE 
MICROGRAPH. 


D. L. SMITH, 


Waterbury, Conn. 





~WEMPLE & KRONHEIM, 


ART PUBLISHERS, 


J. C. MIDDLETON, Manager. 
Salesroom, 79 White St. Factory, 536, 538, and 540 Pearl St., New York. 


We are able to offer to the Trade FLORAL ILLUMINATED and PICTORIAL CARDS in e Varieties, 
adapted for EASTER, BIRTHDAY, ADVERTISING CARDS, and many other purposes. e make a 
specialty of the most attractive 


SUNDAY-SCHOOL AND DAY SCHOOL REWARD CARDS, 


At prices which offer inducements eo Ruperintentente and Teachers, and they are recommended toapply 
for our at their sellers’ and Stationers’ 


Io NISH and QUALITY our goods are e4 .al to the FINEST IMPORTED, and lower in price than 
the best American. 


AGENTS WANTED. 


To Clergymen, Laymen, Sunday- 
School Workers and Scholars, 
and all Bible Readers. 


Get the Best.—The new illustrated 


COMPREHENSIVE COMMENTARY 


This great work combines the Commentaries of 
JAMIESON, FausseT, Brown, HENRY. and Scorrt, 
with the full Text of the Bibie. It contains over 50,000 
PARALLEL PassaGXks, printed in full, side by side with 
the Text, and is magnificently illustrated with new 
Engrav ings and Maps. This grand work will be found 
the fullest, most convenient, and in every way “Tux 
Best” Commentary for practical use. 

$26 00 


Price in One Volume, + - - 
Price in Two Volwmes, - . - 27 50 


Bound specimen pages, finely illustrated, mailed for 
50 cents in currency or postage stamps. Circulars with 
full information free. Agents wanted. Address 


A. D. WORTHINGTON & CO., Publishers, 
Hartford, Conn. 
W AGENTS WANTED for the 
ORK DAYS OF GOD, 
BY PROF. HERBERT W. MORRIS, A. M., D. D. 
The Grand History of the WorLpD BEFORK ADAM. 
Its dateless origin, thrilling and mysterious changes in 
becoming a fit abode for man. The beauties, wonders 
and reallties of PLAN asshown by ScreNce. So pla 
clear and easily understood that all read it with 


delight. Strongest commendations. Send forcircular 
and extraterms. Address, 


J. C. MeCURDY & CO., Philadelphia. 


GENTS WANTED 


FOR THE 
YOUNG PEOPLE’S 


Illustrated Bible History. 


Over 140,000 copies ordered in advance of 
publication. 
The best and easiest book to sell. 


This work contains an interesting account of the 
great events mentioned in the Old and New Testa- 
| ae ag lives of the Patriarchs, Judges, Kings, and 


Pro) 
PMSCHRIST AND HIS APOSTLES, 
d of the remarkable women and children men- 
tioned in the Sacred Volume. 


ILLUSTRATED WITH ELEGANT STEEL 
ENGRAVINGS. 








For terms and territory apply to 


THE HENRY BILL PUBLISHING CO., 
NORWICH, CONN. 


AGENTS WANTED FOR 
N ORIGINAL BOOK 


The wit, dramatic r, pathos. 





STOWE. Imperial vo, richly 
ae An. bound. Price, $2.00. Send for Circular 
Terms to Forps, Howagp & HULBERT, New 

ork. 





“THE BEST BIBLE.”’ 
ACENTS WANTED. 
$1,000 A YEAR. 


will guarantee the above amount to a few 








This cut represents an entirely new invention, just out, which has already 


photographed on giass,and when magnified by the Micrograph they” appear as | 
7 distinct to the eye as the original paintings from which they were | 


This wo... is beautifully be oy and nickel- C4 with sliding tube B for | 
e 


salenmen who show, after a short experience, lity 


ee OBJECT TEACHING BIBLE, 


“ The best Bible.” —Rev. J. H. Vincent, D.D. 

“Tt will be found, as it seems to me, very instructive 
to persons of all py and Pe TLD. to the young.” — 
Rev. Theodore D. D. 


| 


| 
| 
| 
| “Inmy judgment, it is a most valuable us well as 
| attractive commentary to the eye.”—Rev. Wm. M. 
| 
| 


Barbour, D.D. = 
“A work of great artistic excellence, very valuable 
| 7 illustrative ane suggestive embell ents.” — 


“Tt bas uncommon pictorial merit, and the added 
| Value that its pictures are not mere pictures, but sub- 
stantial and valuable hel to the understanding of 
| the Word.”—Rev. Henry M. Dexter, . 
| “T have long waited for ust such an illustrated 
Bible Taal py bave brought. shall highly prize my 
| copy.’ F. Bea: 
| “For ten years “ have been on the outlook for a 
| —— of illustrated Bible, and have never been 
satis until now. I may say indeed that this one 
even exceeds the idea] I had.”’— Rev. J. M. Gibson, a 
| *The best help in both interesting and instructi 
| household in the word of God, which I ever saw. 
| Rev. Arthur T. Pierson, D.D. 
“ Decidedly superior to any other illustrated edition 
c= I have seen.”’—Prof. Franklin W. 


Give age, experience, and guarantee wanted. 
w. J. HOLLAND, Springfield, Mass. 


Rare Books for Agents. 


“SAMANTHA AT THE CENTENNIAL.” 


By JosIAH ALLEN’s WIFE. 


“BACK FROM THE MOUTH OF HELL.” 
By a REFORMED INEBBIATE. 

Two of the most powerful booksever written. Their 

reputation and merit make sncc sscertain. Address 


for agency, AMERICAN PUBLISHING CO., Hart- 
ford, Ct.; Chicago, ILL 


PAY.—With Stencil Outfits. What costs 4 cts 
sells rapidly for 0 cts. Catalogue free. 8S. M. 
SPENCER, 12 Washington St.. Boston, Mass. 


ABBOTT’S LARGE TYPE (Illustrated) NEW 
TEST. TAMENT, 


WITH NOTSES, isa splendid work for nts. Nothing 
=. . All want Price, 00. 
PEED & ©O.. New York. or Cincinnati. Ohio. 


make quick sales and the best 
profits selling our New _ Books, 
PGolden Thoughts on Mother, 


Home, and Heaven.” “Curiosities of the Bible.” 
"BA Sermons. 


oody’s Authorized Bibl ot Send stam 
for fail particulars. BE. B. TREA Publisher, mt 
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Fa 











Address, BURDETT ORGAN co., Limited, Erie, Pa. 
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WORTH REPEATING. 


IN HIM WE LIVE. 


(The Rev. Washington Gladden, in Sunday Afternoon 
tor March. 
O Master, let me walk with thee 
In lowly paths of service free ; 
Tell me thy secret ; help me bear 
The strain of toil, the fret of care; 


Help me the slow of heart to move 

By some clear winning word of love; 
Teach me the wayward feet to stay, 
And guide them in the homeward way. 
O Master, let me walk with thee 
Before the taunting Pharisee ; 

Help me to bear the sting of spite, 

The hate of men who hide thy light, 
The sore distrust of souls sincere 

Who cannot read thy judgments clear, 
The dullness of the multitude 

Who dimly guess that thou art good. 
Teach me thy patience ; still with thee 
In closer, dearer company, 


In work that keeps faith sweet and strong, 
In trust that triumphs over wrong, 

In hope that sends a shining ray 

Far down the future’s broadening way, 

In peace that only thou canst give, 

With thee, O Master, let me live! 





INBORN VIRTUES. 
The Rey. Dr. G. B. Willcox, in The Advance. } 


Some men are naturally lovable. All 
there is in them that is good they get from 
their birth. It has cost them nothing; 
and it will never grow. There is no devel- 
opment in that sort of virtue. And it will 
be well if old age and disease and shattered 
nerves do not, by and by, fret it out of them 
and leave them surly and morose. But 
here isa man of another sort. There is 
nothing to fascinate you in him, but much 
to stir a very different feeling. He is cross 
and sour. He makes sharp speeches 
against his neighbors. He is narrow in his 
notions. He vexes you and tries your 
patience. But there is good in him never- 
theless. He is like a root just dug from 
the ground. It is a crooked, scraggy root. 
It soils your hands as you touch it, and a 
foul smell is on it from the mire. But it 
is a grape-root! The germ of all richness 
and luscious fruitfulness isin it! Plant it. 
Train the shoot from it. Spread out its 
growing, generous branches, gather your 
children under it, and feast your eyes and 
your lips on the purple clusters it will yet 
swing over you! This crusty churl, as he 
seems to be, hasa germ in him of some- 
thing else than yet appears. God has 
implanted it. And it grows, slowly but 
steadily. And, as the root has a power to 
take hold, through its buds and leaves, on 
the best elements in nature—on the air and 
sun and rains, and all the sweet influences 
of the skies—so this divine life in a soul 
takes hold on God himself, and, through 
him, will rise into a new beauty of all the 
virtues forever ! 

I knew a man, some years ago, who told 
what, in some men, we should call lies, 
dow nright and unmitigated. He did it 
often. It is to be feared that he never 
wholly recovered from the habit to the close 
of his life. And yet, beyond question, he 
was a Christian! He had so short a mem- 
ory and so vivid an imagination, that he 
hardly could tell a story as he himself had 
heard it. He would put on a little embel- 
lishment here, and a sketch of fancy there, 
so that the tale went through his hands as 
a block of marble goes through the hands 
of asculptor. When he had done with it 
you would hardly know it. But Christ, 
who saw his character as a whole, with its 
many virtues, judged it asa whole, and had 
great compassion on his infirmities. 

A grove of cactus in the tropics is almost 
sure to swarm with serpents. And there 
are natures in which bad passions breed 
and multiply as if that were the law of 
their being. It is easy for aman who is 
as free, naturally, from such pests, as a 
lawn in New England or the Northwest is 
from vipers, to look down on the unfortu- 
nates and scourge them with rebukes! “I 
wish,” said a certain cool, phlegmatic old 
gentleman to his neighbor, “that you 
would govern your temper.” “My dear 
sir,” was the answer, “I control more tem- 
per in five minutes than you do in five 
years!” Two men set out to build houses. 
One of them digs down five feet and finds 
solid hard-pan, firm as rock, on which to 
lay his foundations. His house begins to 
show itselfabove ground in a week, and men 
say, “ Whatsplendid progress! Some energy 
there!” Butthe other has only a bog to build 
on. He drives down piles thirty or forty 
feeb longhe pumps off the water and turns 

p the black mire in his operations. He 
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makes an ill-looking cavity and blocks the 
street, and, for weeks together, does noth- 
ing more. And some thoughtless passer- 
by looks on a moment, and says, “ What 
a miserable drag they are making of this! 
When will they wake up and do some- 
thing?” 

Now there is the same difference, often, 
between two characters as between these 
houses. One man has good-nature to start 
with. He has very little in himself to 
overcome. He can show virtues at once 
that are charming. The other does more 
hard work in the same time than he, but is 
forced to do it under the surface. He has 
some poor ground to build on—so many 
bad elements in him—that he will be, in 
God’s sight, a aw j angel for faithful perse- 
verance compar with the other, before, 
in men’s sight, he will be more than 
respectable. 

Now men who excel a Christian at some 
one point in his character conclude that, 
if he is safe for heaven, they are doubly so. 
If he is honest, in the main, toward God,— 
if the current of his life, though there may 
be eddies here and there, lows toward 
Christ,—then let them compare the current 
of their lives with his, and not one of their 
virtues with one of his faults. You have 
wronged no one, cruelly, as did David; but 
are you sure you are as true, on the whole 
toward God? You have never denied 
Christ’s name with blasphemy? but are 
you as Christ-like as Peter? A mere 
inborn, moral instinct may render one, for 
atime, more attractive than some Christian. 
But the Christian is as sure to outlive it 
and surpass it as his soul is to exist forever. 

~ 





THE TEST OF CONVERSION. 


(The Rev. John C. Hill, in The Interior.] 


In the laboratory of God, the sinner’s soul 
can beso moulded and affected by his power- 
ful agents that he is transformed into a saint. 
We can’t understand the process any more 
than we can understand the process b 
which coal tar can be made to produce the 
delicate flavor in anice-cream, but the results 
of the process in the latter case are very 
evident, and as clear ought to be the results 
in the other. 

This change is also called abirth. One 
thing about birth: we don’t remember any- 
thing about it. We were unconscious 
of it. Our own consciousness tells us 
nothing of the time, place, or circum- 
stances. So in conversion. It may, and 
often does, take place, and yet the person 
remain unconscious of it for some time. 
There are myriads of true Christians who 
know nothing of their conversion, and yet 
they are converted. There are myriads of 
youth in every Christian land, who are not 
professors of religion, who have grown up 
under gospel influences, and are as much 
converted as they willeverbe. Theconver- 
sion has been unconscious, and many of these 
refrain from publicly acknowledging Christ 
on account of some peculiar notions they 
have in reference to the nature of conversion. 
An applicant for admission to full commun- 
ion in the church once said to me, “I have 
been waiting for a long time, for a change to 
come overme. I have always thought that 
I ought to be converted before I should 
come to the communion.” She was the 
child of Christian parents, and had lived a 
pious life, and was ‘free from scandal,” but 
she was waiting for a sudden change to 
come over her when she was already 
changed. I asked her: “Do you consider 
yourself a Christian?” “Well, I some- 
times think I am, but I haven’t been con- 
verted.” “ Never mind that justnow. Do 
you pray?” “Yes.” “Forwhat?” “That 
God would take away my sins, pardon me, 
make me good, keep me from sin.” “Have 
you any idea that God answers your 
prayers?” “T sup he does.” “How 
long have you been doing this?” ‘“ Always.” 
“You don’t remember your first prayer?” 
“No.” “And you can’t remember a time 
when you did not pray and ask God for 
Christ’s sake to help you?” “No.” Now, 
then, how about unconverted persons; do 
you suppose that they confess sins to God, 
and ask, for the sake of Christ, for pardon 
and help, etc., and do it every day as you 
do?” “Perhaps not.” “No, there is no 
uncertainty about it. If one is so anxious 
for pardon and righteousness as to ask God 
for it in this way, then that one is con- 
verted.” She saw that she had been misled 
by incorrect ideas as to conversion. She 
had the new heart, was living the new life, 
and did not recognize it as sound. And 
there are many who are as truly converted 
as this one was, and are yet looking for a 
kind of conversion that can never take 
placeinthem. Thechange that takes place 
in the soul ofa life-long sinner is not the 
model conversion. There is no model. 
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3 CENTS 


Will secure a copy of THE NATIONAL QUARTERLY, Bie 
for January, February, and March. The Quarterly contains es an e 
two evoted to each lesson, there are 6 pages of Music, a Map showing the 


extent of the three captivities, a Model Program, an Openin: ponsive Exercise, 
a Review Exercise, and a Temperance Lesson. The Type is Clear and Distinct, 
and the appearance of the page Open and Attractive. 


20 CENTS 


Will secure a copy of THE NATIONAL SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHER, on trial, 
for 3 months. Regular yearly subscription, $1.50 ; clubs of 5 or more, $1.25 each. 


__ADAMS, BLACKMER, & LYON PUB. CO., CHICAGO, ILL. _ 


GOD 


We publish an Illus- 





This beautiful Oleograph Motto, **God 
Bless Our Home,’ is a favorite with all. 
We now issue a new design of this Motto, 
printed in 15 Oil Colors, size, 8x22inches ; the 


words are elegantly entwined with Easter i ree fi 


and Calla Lilies, Forget-me-nots, Lilies of the Val- 


. ley, with other beautiful flowers and vines printed 
trated Magazine enti- on black ground in all the tints of the natural flow- 
tled LE Ist RE ers. Any mere word description of this Motto gives 
HOURS, a large 3 only a partialidea of its real 
column quarto, of 40 beauty and valne:it must be 

ages and handsome cover, filled with Illustrated seen to be appreciated. It 
rticles, Stories, poetry, &c., by the ablest writers, , ee 


and published atthe popular price of $1.00 per year ; 
50c. for six months; 30c. for three months ; 10c. per 

copy. The choice variety and excellent quality of its contents renders 
this Magazine a favorite with all readers. To make knownthis Mag- 
azine to new readers, we will give one copy of this new Motto, post- 
pale to every three months subscriber, at Thirty cents. his 


should be possessed by every- 
one. Usual retail price is $1.00. 


ei O Nv E e 
eautiful motto is a gift by the publishers to induce everyone to an- 


swer is advertisement, We guarantee all double value of money sent. Agents wanted in every 
lace. Pianos, Organs, Watches, Silverware, to amount of 3,000 given as premiums to agents. 
State where you saw this offer. Address the publishers, J. L. Parren & Co.. 47 Barclay St., New York. 
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AMERICAN BAPTIST PUBLICATION SOCIETY, 


BIBLE a 
Quarterty for 
the first quarter 
was so ,well re- 
ceived that in less 
SRA ANI OE IE RRO 
had acirculation of 
In this second quarter more space has been given to music than the first quarter. 
7 Tremont Temple, Boston ; 3) 4B 71 Randolph Street, Chicago ; 
176 East Ninth Street, N. Yi} 1420 Chestnut St., Phila. { 


than one month it 
FOR SUNDAY-SCHOOL SCHOLARS. 
40,000 
PRICE :—Single copy 5 cents. In packages of five and upwards 3 cents. Send orders to 
209 North Sixth St., St. Louis. 











BACK NUMBERS. | Barlow's Indigo Blue. 


The Publisher of the Labor of Love is prepared to ; UE bee: v 
furnish this excellent paper in a semi-monthly or hn yoy EB Bo. ~~ ce Soe Bey 
rae spate 69 SE beak —— 4 Your grocer ought to have it onsale. Ask for him for it. 

esh, ood ’ the 2 ~ yi TF } 
lowing low rate. These papers are not dated, and can | D. 8. WILTBERGER, Proprietor, 


be used at any time. _No. 233 North Second St., Philadelphia. 


Semi-monthiy, 100 copies, one year. $28.00. 
se the Order of Service, found in The Scholars’ 


Weekly, 100 co) one year, 
10 or more copies, same rate per year. U * Ly Hy hh cents per 


aarter 
Get specimen. Epwin A. W1ILs0n, Springfield, Il. { nendvek. No extra 
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FROM ADVERTISERS 


From F. H. Revell, Publisher, Chicago, Ill. 


Have had about two hundred orders for sample 
copies from one insertion of our small advertisement 
in The Sunday School Times. 


From Everybody's Publishing Co., Chicago, Il 
Jane 28. 1s j 


The circulation of our Everybody’s Paper has 

20,000 copies in the last six months, and we 

attribute it in a large Measure to advertising in The 

Sunday School Times. We consider it the best adver 
tising medium in this country. 


(From Charles F. Hill, manufacturer of the Folding 
Book Case, Hazleton, Pa.} 
Allow me to commend The 
@ very valuabi otverins medium, The returns my 
advertisement fthe Folding Book Case brought me, 
far exceeded an: paper f ever tried. I cannot under- 
stand this, but ow it is so. 


From the Star Parlor Organ Factory of Alleger, 
c Bowlby, & Co., Washington, N. J.) 
It is simple justice to you to that our standi 
vertisettient of one inch has paid us a hundred fold, 
and when we have used large space on 
sions we have always ex 


profitable re 


School Times as 


occa- 
and 


[From Croft, Wilbur, & Co., Manufacturers ot Confeo- 
tionery, Philadelphia.—January 7, 1878.] 
After extensive newspaper advertising, we can 
truthfully say that no r has brought us so good 


returns as The Sunday ool Times. An advertise 
ment inserted In ite ror brought us cash orders 
from the larger share of the states in the Union. 


[From J. J. Wilson, 763 Broadway, New York, Manv- 
facturer and Exhibitor of Stereopticons.—February 
15, 1877. : 

It isa pleasure to me to inform you that my adver- 
tising in The Sunday School Times has been the most 
have ever done, without excep- 
tion. Before I had seen the issue containing my first 
advertisement, numerous letters satisfied me I had 
found a medium ofthe greatest value. I am glad to 
notice that you rigidly exclude advertisements which 


are inten to deceive » | et that cannot i- 
bly be made and lieve the value of your 
—s and the good-will of your patrons is 

ue to 


{From Horace Waters & Sons, Dealers in Pianos, 
0 etc., 40 East l4th Street, New York.—Feb- 
ruary ia, 1877. yl 7 ait 
We take pleasure in_ sa; that as an adve' ng 

medium we consider The Sunday School Times one 

of the best we use. 


[From William Syckelmore, Printer and Publisher, 

Philadelphia. —August 31, 1877. } 

I have been much gratified with the success attend- 
ing my advertisement in The Sunday School Times, 
and shall avail myself in the future of that paper asa 
medium superior to any other within the range of my 
experience. 


m T. Coteworth Pinckney, Proprietor of Pinck- 
ney’s cy for Schools and Teachers, 30 Union 
Square New York.) 


been so tified with the returns from my 
oink in The Sunday School Times that 1 
feel impelled to report the to you. I think I mcy 
safely say I have received more answers from m 
advertisement in this paper than from any other 
have employed. 


[From M. W. Smith & Co., 140 La Salle St., Chicago, 
TiL—January 16, 1877.) we 
than three hundred letters were recei from 
Py bd t in The Sunday School Times. 


m A. J. Weidener. letor, during the Centen- 
nial season, of the ak ai Hutel, Philadelphia —- 
July 31, 1876.) 

I believe The Sunday School Times to be one of (': 
best mediums for adv: branches of busi- 
have heard from 
my advertisement in i paper oftener than from any 
other paper in which I have advertised this season. 


[From M. T. Richardson, Publisher of the House 
keeper’s Companion, 29 Fulton Street, Brooklyn, 
N. Y.—January 19, 1877.) 

It is very grati during these times to find now 
and then a paper that bringssomething like an adegnate 
return for the money invested. ve nm ayree 
ably disappointed the results of my adv 
in your columas. 


| [From the Papyrograph Co., Norwich, Conn.—Janu- 


| cash orders than di 


ary 29, 1877.] 


We have received a large number of applications 
for the Papyrograph from persons who refer to you, 
nelndimg one to-day from England. 

We consider yours the best medium we have tried so 
far, and feel well satistied with the business the adver- 
tisement has brought us. 


[From Brown’s Flexible Weather Strip Co., 17 Dey St., 
New York. 
Tt is but just to your valuable paper, that we acknowl- 
e its superior merits as an advertising medium. 
wy t+. horoughly tested it, and watched carefully 
the results, we can honestly state that our advertise- 
ment in The Sunday School Times brought us more 
our advertisement in any other 
five religious papers. Some heavy mails consisted 
largely of orders for goods in which it was stated that 


| the advertisement was seen in The Sunday School 
| Times. These orders were all parts of the 
country. 








The uniform rate for ordinary advertisements is 15 
cents per agate line (14 lines to an inch), each inser- 
tion, whether for one time or more. It is believed that 
this uniform low rate, which makes THE SUNDAY 
ScHooL Times the cheapest advertising medium, by 
far, among the religious weeklies, will meet with the 
pence approval of advertisers. The rate for Read- 
ng Notices (bourgeois type, leaded) in the Business 
Department, will 50 cents per counted line for each 
insertion, and for Special Notices (solid agate) 30 cents 
per line for each insertion. 


JOHN D. WATTLES, Publisher 


Ladies Purchasing 


CORSETS 


SHOULD EXAMINE 
MADAM FOY’S IMPROVED 


CORSET 
SKIRT SUPPORTER 


Say For Health. Comfort and Ele- 
gance of Form, it has no rival, and 
is really the most perfect Skirt 
Supporting Corset made. For 
sale by all leading dealers. Manu- 
factured by 

FOY & HARMON, 


New Haven, Conn. 


Selt- 
Inking, from $25 to $56; will do the 
work of a $250 bresses from 





A year’s subscription to The Sunday School Times 





would be ap acceptable present to your friend. Try it. 
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The Proof 


Of our success in giving satisfaction to those 
who order goods by mail is that although, 
before the opening of last season’s trade, we 
curefully trained a large force of clerks for 
our newly organized Mail Department for 
Samples and Supplies, the business was so 
great that, to promptly attend to the hundreds 
of letters received daily, the clerks in this 
de ent were eompelied to work long after 
ordi business hours, it being inadvisable, 
in a rush of such particular work, to add per- 
sons not acquainted with our excellent system. 

Further proof of our success is that 
although the hurried season is over, and busi- 
ness generally comparatively dull, this de 
ment is yet so crowded that its daily business 
cannot be finished during usual hours. 

Requests for samples and orders for 
goods are attended to with the most thorough 
promptness and precision. Nothing sent out 
unless believed to be just what is wanted, but 
if not satisfactory is cheerfully exchanged or 
money refunded. 


EVERYTHING IN 


Silks and Velveta. Underwear, Corsets, etc. 
Dress Goods. Ladies’ & Children’s Shoes. 
Mourning Goods. Men’s and Boys’ Shoes. 
Ladies’ & Children’s Suita. Rubber Goods, Trunks, etc. 
Shawls Linens, Flaanels & Muslins. 
Ladies’ ing Goods. Men’s and nore Clothing. 
H and Gloves. Gents’ Furnis) Goods, 
White and Laces. Men’s and pos ats. 
Notions, Zephyrs, etc. Stationery Silverware. 
Fringes broideries. House Furnishing Goods. 
Ribbons, Ties, etc, China and Glassware. 
Cloths and Cloakings. Toys and Games. 

Furs and Millinery. 


Write postal card for samples or prices 
of = hee Register all —g 04 
ney. bargai 
secured now, between seasons. “Address,” 
JOHN WANAMAKER, 
GRAND DEPOT, 


PHILADELPHIA. 


The Largest Dry Goods and Outfitting House. 





Sett Complete in Terry, . . . $75. 
Sett Complete in Plush, . .  . $85. 


ye in solid nin Lge t ont ry in the most 
‘elegant manner. other es, 

Pew cushions, 35 cta. to $1.28 per foot. Church, . 
and Sunday-school Furniture on hand of the latest 
and most approved patterns, or made to order at short 
notice ‘Photographs, with List, sent by mail if 
applied for. 


Paine’s Manufactory 


48 CANAL STREET, ? : 
AND 141 FRIEND STREET 
__ BOSTON, MASS. _ 


We present herewith 
areliable and practical 
Bracket Baw ata price 

which a year ago 

would hardly have 
id for a dozen saw- 
lades, How itcanbe 
done is a wonder, but 
it is a fact nevertholess 
that our 35 cent 

YOUNG AMERICA 
BRACKET SAW will 
doas good work asany 
$1.50 Baw in the mar- 
ket. It is all steel, nio- 
kel plated, and holds 
the saw blade firm and 
taut when in use, and 
new saws can be in- 
stantly adjusted, With 
each Saw we send a 
fee pe sheet of choice 











35 cents, and which, when made 
up, will retail for SEVERAL 
DOLLARS. Bracket Sawing 

as become with both sexes 
the most popular of bome 
amusements, and anrone, what- 
ever his circumstances may 
be, can now own a practical 
Bracket Saw. With ita boy or 
girl can carn at least 50 centsa 
day, and thelr work is readily 
sold, and ina few days they can 
make enough to pay for one of 


ALL STEEL. 
NICKEL 
PLATED. 


“10H 


NV ATVH Ut 31983 
soy Sed 1" 41 


our magnificent foot power Saws 
the * Holly’ or **My Compan- 
fon,” anditis wih this object 
in view that we place the 
* Young America” on the mar- 
ket. It will be sent by express (pur- 
chaser paying the express charges) to 
any address on receipt of 3% cents with 
our prize sheet of designs; or for 6 
cents extra we will send it by mail pre- 
paid. Make your little boy a present that will amuse him for 
months, Our Yorne America Bracket Baw is worth fully #1 to 
anyone. "The Turner Manufacturing Co., Sole 
Mfrs, O03 Water St., Boston, Mass., U. 8. A. 


Scrap Pictures, 10c.; 100 
Transfer Pictures, 10c.; 12 
Floral Embossed Cards, 
10¢.; 10 Perforated Mottoes, 
10c.; 4Chromo Mottoes,10c.; 
4 Fine 68 Chromos, 10c.; 
1 Floral Surprise, 10c. 

ALL FOR 50%! 
Postpaid. Stamps taken. 


J. W. FRIZZELL, Baltimore, Md. 














Blackboard, 


Amount of Net Cash Assets, Jan, 1, 1878 











THIRTY-FOURTH ANNUAL 


OF THE 


JANUARY Ist, 1879. 


REVENUE ACCOUNT. 


Premiums received and deferred -........--.._-_- $6,121,856 04 
Less deferred premiums Jan. 1, 1878 
Interest received and accrued___...---- 
Less interest accrued Jan. 1, 1878 


2,264,560 48 


DISBURSEMENT ACCOUNT. 


Endowments matured and discounted, including reversionary 
additions to same__...----- 
Ate Gumuiines Gad reinsurenent... ......... 2. ..4..0,.-..5...-..-- 
Dividends and returned premiums on canceled policies------_---- 
Commissions, brékerages, agency expenses, and physicians’ fees__ 
Taxes, office, and law expenses, salaries, advertising, printing, &c. - 
Reduction of values on United States and other stocks------ = 
Profit and loss account_-. . 


ASSETS. 


Cash in bank, on hand, and in transit, (since received) _....--- 
Invested in United States, New York City, and other stocks, 
market value $15,415,105 34) -- se 
Real estate.........-. eld kne ndash Uitddaagungntninetekuanwatie 
Bonds and mortgages, first lien on real estate, (buildings thereon 
insured for $12,860,000 and the policies assigned to the com- 
pany as additional collateral security) ------------ ail dick da 
*Loans on existing policies, (the reserve held by the company on 
these polies amounts to $3,225,000) ------------------------ 
*Quarterly and semi-annual premiums on existing policies, due 
eS A ee ee ee 
*Premiums on existing policies in course of transmission and col- 
lection, (estimated reserve on these policies, $590,000 ; included 
fe ec incuikenuehundd wininnamcndeieeteawenwhe 
Agents’ balances---------- ss a tis nl Sire aN ear ares aabelirainn 
Accrued interest on investments to Jan. 1, 1879 -.-------------- 
*A detailed schedule of these items will accompany the usual an- 
nual report filed with the Insurance Department of the State 
of New York. 
Excess of market value of securities over cost. .-~------- 


CASH ASSETS, Jan. 1, 1879 
Appropriated as follows: 


Adjusted losses, due subsequent to Jan. 1, 1879_---------------- 
Reported losses, awaiting proof, ete .--.------------------------ 
Matured endowments, due and unpaid_--.----.-....-_-------- 
Reserved for reinsurance on existing policies ; participating insur- 
ance at 4 per cent. Carlisle net premium : non-participating 
at 5 per cent. Carlisle net premium ....-.-.-..------------- 
Reserved for contingent liabilities to Tontine Dividend Fund, 
over and above a4 per cent reserve on existing policies of 
CE CIE oases icp ggenn ede seni dit sonnetnnnadgecne some 
Reserved for premiums paid in advance---.--- . ; ee a s 


Surplus, estimated by the New York State Standard at 
4 1-2 per cent., over - - - “ - - » 


settlement of next annual premium, 


Number of policies in force Jan. 1, 1876, 44,661. 
Number of policies in force Jan. 1, 1877, 45,421. 
Number of policies in force Jan. 1, 1878, 45,605. 
Number of policies in force Jan. 1, 1879, 45,005. 


Death-Claims paid 1875, $1,524,815. 
Death-Claims paid 1876, 1,547,648. 
Death-Claims paid 1877, 1,638,128. 
Death-Claims paid 1878, 1,687,676. 


Divisible surplus at 4 per cent., Jan, 1, 1877, 
Divisible surplus at 4 per cent., Jan. 1, 1878, 
Divisible surplus at 4 per cent., Jan. 1, 1879, 


TRUSTEES. 


HENRY BOWERS, 
JOHN M. FURMAN, 
WILLIAM A. BOOTH, 
WM. H. APPLETON, 
EDWARD MARTIN, 
S. 8. FISHER, 
WILLIAM H. BEERS. 


MORRIS FRANKLIN, 
ROBERT B. COLLINS, 
CHAS. WRIGHT, M.D., 
J. F. SEYMOUR, 
JOHN MAIRS, 
DAVID DOWS, 


THEODORE M. BANTA, Cashier. 
D. O’DELL, Superintendent of Agencies. 
CHARLES WRIGHT, M.D., 


Residence, 109 East 26th St., 
HENRY TUCK, M.D., 





If you wanta revolving o statio: 
write to the publisher of 


Bunaday School Times, 









C, 


Residence, 15 East 3ist St. | 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES. 


New York LIFE INSURANCE Go., 


OFFICE: Nos. 346 and 348 Broadway. 


396,289 26— $5,725,566 78— 
315,895 35— $1,948,665 13— $7,674,231 91 


Losses by death, including reversionary additions to same__-.---- $1,687,675 61 


Divisible surplus at 4 per cent...........0..cscc~ncace---------- 


From the undivided surplus{of $2,811,436.64 the Board of Trustees has declared a Reversion- 
ary dividend to participating policies in proportion to their contribution to surplus, available on 


During the year, 5,082 policies have been issued, insuring $15,949,986. 


Income from Interest, 1875, $1,870,658. 
Income from Interest, 1876, 1,906,950 
Income from Interest, 1877, 
Income from Interest, 1878, 


Divisible surplus at 4 per cent., Jan. 1, 1876, $2,499,656. 


MORRIS FRANKLIN, Presrpenr. 
WILLIAM H. BEERS, Vice-Presipent anp Actuary. 


Medical Examiners. 


REPORT 


wei dae $34,452,905 29 





[March 1, 1879, 





MUSICAL PUBLICATIONS. 


176 


Pages of the choicest 
Music for Sunday 
Schools, Prayer 
and Praise Meet- 
ings, and a fine 
selection of 



















this to be decidedly’ 
the best MUSIC 
BOOK ever published. 


choicest music,including an 
elementary department on 
“Theory of Music” by J. H: 
Kurzenknabe, besides contribu- 
tions from over 60 of the best Hymn 
and Music writersintheland. S'n- 
gle copy 35c.—¢3.60 per dozen—30, per 
100. CRIDER & BROTHER 

Publishers, YORK, P\. “ 





$42,127,137 20 


673,051 74 
231,005 29 
2,288,674 25 
518,809 94 


8,568 98— $5,913,679 59 
$36,213,457 61 





$932,839 43 
14,791,267 72 
4,582,270 42 
14,364,158 43 
621,984 93 
379,839 09 
146,834 75 


88,036 91 
306,225 93—$36,213,457 61 





623,837 62 

$36,837,295 23 
$399,486 68 
180,993 39 
19,601 07 


32,369,333 40 


1,041,456 87 
14,987 18—$34,025,858 59 
2,811,436 64 


$36,837,295 23 





$6,500,000 00 


Amount at risk, $126,132,119. 
Amount at risk, 127,748,473. 
Amount at risk, 127,901,887. 
Amount at risk, 125,232,144. 


1,867,457. 
1,948,665. 


2,626,816. 
2,664,144, 
2,811,436. 


EDW. A. WHITEMORE, 
H. B. CLAFLIN, 
LOOMIS L. WHITE, 
GEORGE A. OSGOOD, 
WILLIAM BARTON, 
HENRY TUCK, M.D., 


Hymn Service. 
















Every Sunday School can afford this 
NEW SONG BOOK, 


Costs only $10 # 100 Copies. 


With 115 Hymns and Tunes, new and old, 
adapted to the 


INTERNATIONAL LESSONS. 


VANGELICAL 


HYMN SERVICE 
Meets All the Demands of Sunday School Worship. 
Sent by Mail on receipt of 15 cts. 


BIGLOW & MAIN, 
73 Randolph St. | 76 East Ninth St. 


CHICAGO. i WEW YORK. 


CONOMICAL 











CALVARY SONGS. 


By T. E. PERKINS and 


Rev. CHARLES 8. ROBINSON, D.D. 
Author of Songs for the Sanctuary. 

Both words and music are of a high order, and those 
who have used the book most, pronounce it superior 
to any other for Sunday-schovl use. Sample copy 35 
cents, or $30 per 100. Published and for sale by the 


American Sunday School Union, 


73 Randolph St., Chicago. 


TUOUERANCRECETS ECT} 


1ARY SONGS:) 


And LESSON WHISPER SONGS for '79 
RICHEST COLLECTION of Songs for infant Classes. 
Selections from over 500 New Pieces. Word Edi- 
ion, in Large Type, for Scholars. Sample Copy 
Music Edition Mailed on receipt of 25 cents. 
DAVID C. COOK, Publisines, Chicago. 


‘*FAVORITE SONGS.’” 


—¥FAVORITE OF TEACHERS. 




























AVORITE OF TEACHERS. | 5 apie 
AVORITE OF CLASSES. 

Favorite of Congregations. PAGES 
~ Sample Copy, 50 eta. Free? 


R. W. Carroll & Co.. Cincinnatl, 0. 


SUNDAY-SCHOOL MUSIC BOOKS 


AT LESS THAN COST. Owing to removal we will 
sell our entire stock of Sunday-School Music Books. at the 
following greatly reduced prices :—SONGS OF GRACE AND 
GLORY, Boards, $20 per 100. ECHOES FROM ZION, 
Boards, $15. SABBATH-SCHOOL BELL, DIADEM, 
HEAVENLY ECHOES, CHRISTIAN MELODIST. and 
CHORAL HARP—Paper, 6 cts., Boards 10 cts. REVIVAL 
HYMN AND TUNE BOOK, Paper, 4cts., Boards, 6cts. 
DAY SCHOOL BELL, Paper, 12cts.. Boards, 15cts., Post- 
age, Paper. 2cts., Boards 4cts Sheet Music at ict. per 
page. HORACE WATERS & SONS, 40 East 14th St., N. Y. 


SA THIS 


To introduce 

















id our goods we 

S .. & Py will send post 
sheets extra note 
peper. 24 envelopes, 
enholder, 1 good 


lea ‘pencil, 1 fountain 
pen. magic pen that writes in fine colors by 
ipping in cold water, 1 pair 4x5 chromos, | 

memorandum book, | package medicated 
court-plaster—all for 25¢., actual retail 
value is over 60c. Stamps taken, We 
want an Agent inevery town, You 
can coin money selling this. 
Address, at once Curtis & 
Co., 2% Broadway, N. ¥. 

(Mention this paper,) 


In ordering ‘anything advertised in this 
paper, you will oblige the publisher, as well as 
the advertiser, by stating that you saw the 





advertisement in The Sunday School Times, 





